
The North Central District is expanding the work of our foundation to include pastoral
development (this new focus will likely take many forms). This year, empowered by a
$100,000 gift from a generous donor, the NCD will begin awarding seminary
scholarships for aspiring lead pastors. These scholarships will focus on aspiring pastors
who share our convictions, embrace our ethos, feel called to preach, are pursuing an MDiv
or equivalent, and desire to serve in a future lead pastor ministry within the NCD (or
broader EFCA). 

Beginning in late 2025, we will award one $10,000 and two $5,000 scholarships each
year. Our hope is to do this each year for the next five years. Scholarship recipients will be
announced each year at our annual Fall Teaching Conference in early October. We hope
our small contribution will genuinely bless and empower those who receive these
scholarships. Even more, we desire that our NCD congregations might follow our example
and renew their commitment to raising up and training future pastors through similar
investments in seminary education. The church of the future needs pastors who deeply
love, thoroughly know, genuinely understand, and passionately share God’s Word.

NCD Seminary Scholarships

Who Should Apply for an NCD Seminary Scholarship?
Applicants must be enrolled at a qualifying seminary. This includes any evangelical
seminary that shares our biblical convictions and gospel-shaped mission. Seminaries
will be approved on a case-by-case basis.

Scholarships are only available for those seeking a Master of Divinity degree (or
equivalent). While very valuable for ministry, Master of Arts and Bachelor Degrees do
not qualify for NCD Seminary Scholarships. 

These scholarships are intended for those who aspire to serve in preaching and lead
pastor roles within the church.

Those who are currently serving preaching and lead pastor roles are not eligible.
These grants are meant to help those who are in training for these roles.

for Aspiring Lead Pastors

More on next page



Upon graduation, scholarship candidates must intend to serve in pastoral ministry at a
North Central District church, or in certain circumstances, a church within our broader
EFCA family. 

They will need to thoughtfully review and affirm our NCD Pastoral Candidate
Affirmations. These affirmations are required for the pastoral candidates we endorse
for service in our churches.

Preference will be given to candidates who are closer to degree completion,  currently
serving in an NCD congregation (whether in a vocational or lay ministry role), have
financial support for seminary from their church, and are in need of genuine financial
assistance.

What Educational Expenses Can NCD Seminary Scholarships Be Used For?
Scholarships may be used for tuition and fees only.

They may not be used to cover other important expenses such as books, living
expenses, debt relief, and ancillary costs.

Payments will be made directly to educational institutions. They will not be paid
directly to the scholarship recipient.

How Can an Aspiring Lead Pastor Apply for an NCD Scholarship?
We are eager for aspiring lead pastors to apply for these scholarships! Scholarship
candidates can apply at ncdefca.org/foundation. 

Applicants will need to complete a simple application form and submit (1) a cover
letter which affirms their personal sense of calling to ministry and desire to serve in
the NCD, (2) a completed NCD pastoral candidate affirmations form, (3) a sample
sermon, (4) a reference from an NCD lead pastor, and (5) proof of enrollment at an
approved seminary.

If you know someone who would be a good candidate, please contact Paul Anderson
(paul.anderson@ncdefca.org) or Brian Farone (brian.farone@ncdefca.org) to
recommend him. We would be happy to reach out to encourage him to apply.
Likewise, we would encourage you to contact us if you have any questions about these
scholarships.
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