
Discipleship: Directed Growth 
 

 

    The enclosed photo is a wonderful example of how we can take 

something that is unexpected, possibly a problem, and make it 

something beautiful. In the photo you see a morning glory vine in 

my garden. Now, you must understand, I did not intentionally plant 

it there. It is a volunteer, meaning that it came up all on its own. I 

have no idea how the seeds got there, possibly in a dumped house 

plant, but there they are.  Once I realized that this viney beast was 

not a weed but a morning glory, I also realized it was going to be a 

problem with the rest of the garden plants. As a vine, it is in its 

nature to entangle itself with other things. So I gave it something to 

climb, an old tomato cage. Some of the vines were guided to wrap 

themselves around the cage. Others, because they had already 

become entangled with other plants, I was forced to prune. It is a 

funny thing about some flowering vines. If you just let them grow, 

they never flower. But, if you start nipping the ends off the vines, 

“Boom,” you get flowers everywhere.  

    Well, jump forward two months and five more tomato cages and 

we now have a beautiful ten-foot morning glory tower covered with 

royal purple flowers. This sight greets me every morning as I head 

out on my walk, when it is in full bloom. It still needs a little 

attention with moving and pruning stray vines, but in general it is 

now self- guiding and self-supporting. OK…there is a six-foot steel 

fence post tied to one side and a line tied to the garage to keep it 

from falling over, but, aside from that… 

    This is a good visual lesson in discipleship and shepherding. 

Sometimes someone will spring up in our midst and, on the surface, 

they appear to be a potential problem. But if we pause, take a close 

look, and ask God for wisdom, we may begin to see the gifting that 

God has given them. Then we need to pray for more wisdom and 

begin a process of directing, instructing, structure, and, if necessary, 

pruning. More prayer, more wisdom, more structure, more pruning. 

The cycle continues.  

    And so it goes in our churches, relationships, and lives.  We see 

the volunteer, move in to discovery of gifts, provide some structure 

for them to work in, a little guidance, a little pruning. And, in a very 

small way we understand what the Father feels in John 15 where 

Jesus describes Him as the “Vinedresser” where He nurtures and 

prunes us, not in spite or anger, but so we produce more fruit. And 

He rejoices in the fruit. And all this is to His Glory. So, when you 

see something that looks like a weed, take the time to take a closer 

look. It might surprise you.  
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