
Who’s on your list? 

"One another" is my phrase for the year. You wouldn't believe how many times that phrase 
comes up in the Word and in the world. True confession: I like to occasionally read a fluffy 
romance. So when I saw Debbie Macomber had published a devotional, “Patterns of Grace,” I 
decided to check out the audiobook. Although overall, it isn't anything to write home about, I've 
pulled a gem from it. One simple thought has sparked my imagination and changed the way I 
respond to people! She had made a list of the 30 people she wanted to meet one day. Happily, 
she had met 18 of them after the several years! However, while some of them were as interesting 
and inspiring as she'd hoped, some also fell short of her expectations.  After one particularly 
disappointing meeting, she was complaining to God about it, and He impressed on her a different 
approach "Start a new blank sheet of paper. I’m going to send 30 people I want you to meet, and 
I guarantee, none of them will be a disappointment.” Suddenly, she, and now I, too, began to 
look at people with different eyes. "Is this one," I ask as I help an elderly man at the 
library?  Another time I think, "Listen closely," as someone engages me in small talk I generally 
dislike. In the morning: "Keep your eyes open! Today could be the day." Maybe I will start my 
own list. Ms. Macomber has put names on hers as she's been convinced that a person is someone 
God wanted her to meet. We know and believe that He ordains such meetings, but this 
heightened awareness, this wondering if...well, it's good and refreshing. I'm experiencing more 
hope and potential in considering one another. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)  

Much of my “one another” study has convicted me, and left me questioning many of the ways 
we do life and ministry. How do we live in community with our church and neighbors? How do 
we give and, harder for us, receive the “one anothers”? For much of my Christian life, all them 
read like a list of oppressive should-do’s that I never did enough of: serve, show hospitality, 
kindness and mercy, live in harmony, bear with, encourage, confess your sins to, fellowship 
with, speak truth, instruct, care for, forgive and most of all LOVE! My key verse seemed almost 
like a sick joke to me as I reflected on the American church today. 

 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another. (Matthew 13:34-35) 

One thing I know, this isn’t something I can do in the flesh, not the way Jesus did. I am far too 
independent, strong-willed and self-protective. But, God has made us His own. We are disciples. 
We can learn. We are filled with the Spirit, and therefore we can walk in the light, as He is in the 
light, and we will have fellowship with one another. We can receive from Him through others 
everything we need for life and godliness. And we can freely give, cheerfully, out of our 
abundance, and without dying to the wrong things. 

I would love to hear your thoughts on this. 

In Christ, 
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