
“What might a Faith Community Nurse Do?”  
The answer is : “FCNs are involved in God’s work throughout our world!” 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”   1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 

A Minnesota FCN shares the following story:   

A pastor asked, “How do parish nursing (Faith Community Nurse) visits differ from what I do when I 
visit?”  “Well,” the Faith Community Nurse said, “I ask the person  ‘What happened (signs and 
symptoms) that prompted you to seek medical care?’ They explain to me (fever or pain or surgery or….). 
Being a nurse I don’t hesitate to ask and they don’t hesitate to answer.  If they had surgery, I may ask 
about pain level and pain meds knowing that meds cause side effects such as rash or constipation, etc.  I 
offer recommendations that may alleviate the symptoms such as constipation by suggesting  they drink 
more water, eat fiber like fruit and veggies and walk, walk, walk so those stomach muscles get woken up 
from surgery and grow stronger again.  Anesthesia puts them to sleep and sitting doesn’t make the 
muscles work.”   “Oh, I don’t ask them that” said the pastor.  “Exactly – the difference in our ministry,” 
she said.  “I ask questions about the physical needs and include questions about how they are 
emotionally handling this interruption.  We finish with a devotional and prayer for their specific 
situation. “In the above situation, the individual told the FCN he tried what she had recommended and 
IT WORKED!!!  He said he was feeling much better.  He probably would not have called the doctor’s 
office about that dilemma, but he may have asked a nurse. 

 

 
 
A FCN Educator in Nigeria works to improve health care: 

Sam Mbok  is a FCN Educator in  Nigeria.  When Rebecca Mbok died in childbirth in 2006, along with her 
child, news of the tragedy spread throughout a global network of Christian nurses. Her husband, Sam 
Mbok, was the much-loved leader for the Fellowship of Christian Nurses in Nigeria. He also served on 
the Board of Nurses Christian Fellowship International (NCFI).   

Ten years later, in November 2016, Sam Mbok found himself in Minnesota, sharing his inspiring story of 
how God met him in his grief and sadness with nurses and students at the Twin Cities NCF meeting. He 
recounted how God moved him from tragedy to strategy to improve the health of mothers and infants. 
He spoke on God’s Plan for Improving Global Health and shared what God has been doing in Nigeria 
through the training of Home Based Life Saving Skills (HBLSS) and the Faith Community Nurse program.  
Thirty-six new Faith Community Nurses completed training the week of February 20, 2017.  We 
celebrate our Faith Community Nurse colleagues in Nigeria, and pray for their ministry through the 
church and into the community.    

  

http://www.ncfi.org/


A Missionary FCN in the Ukraine partners to meet needs:   

Pam D’Andre is a Reach Global missionary nurse and has lived in Kiev, Ukraine for the past 16 years.  She 
is the Faith Community Nursing Coordinator for Ukraine.  She is also a partner of Logos Center, a 
Christian Community health center in Kotzubinskoe, a suburb of Kiev. Pam is partnered with Fr. Nikolay, 
the founder of Logos.  He is an Ukrainian Orthodox priest who also understands the importance of 
providing wholistic, whole person care.  This is a very unique partnership in Ukraine, Orthodox 
partnering with an Evangelical Protestant.  But this partnership is truly of God, as it brings together 
believers from different denominations and backgrounds, all for the same purpose, of being the hands 
and feet of Christ to those who are most in need, and who have been forgotten by the rest of society.   
Logos provides wholistic care to the marginalized in and around that community.  They have also been 
home to 200+ refugees from the war in East Ukraine for the past 3 years.   Pam and Fr. Nikolay were in 
the U.S. January 20-February 7 visiting supporting churches and other groups.   They were discussing the 
Logos ministries, the war, and how that was affecting their ministry and financial struggles as a result of 
a poor Ukrainian economy, war, and corruption.  They also spoke of the upcoming plans they have for 
Logos Center, including the transition of the refugees out of the center and into their own homes, and 
new programs for aged out orphans, single moms and widows.  This will result in a type of mentorship 
program between these 3 groups.  It will also hopefully prevent/decrease the incidence of human 
trafficking among the single moms and aged out orphans.  Ukraine has the second largest percentage of 
human/sex trafficking in Europe.   

 


