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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 

Greetings in Christ.  MIssio-Nexus recently released their 2016 Church Mission Leader Survey 
where over 212 churches of all sizes responded. This month I want to focus on their finding on 
how local church engaged with the nations that are living locally. There are significant 
opportunities for churches to partner with local mission agencies. Only 10% of churches surveyed 
felt that they were doing a good job engaging with internationals locally. Also, 42% of churches 
expressed inadequacy in their ability to minister locally with internationals. Often people in 
transition are the most open to the message of the gospel and reception becomes more difficult 
as they settle into communities that reflect the nations and culture from which they have come. 

Diaspora engagement: 74% of churches doing the survey report active engagement with 
internationals living in their community. Local engagement from churches equals  

• 42% do English Language training 
• 23% help in resettlement  
• 12 % offer job training  
• 20% do a food pantry 
• 21% do church planting  
• 20% have language specific worship services  
• 23% do other ministry.   

Here are additional church outreach platforms that churches are using: 

• Community center in a refugee 
community 

• Legal residence documentation 
training 

• Bible training 
• Support local missionaries working 

directly with refugees and 
immigrants Hospitality and 
welcoming parties Working in 
Europe with displaced people 

• Volunteer work with an organization 
focused on refugees  

• Friendship program with the local 
university international student 
ministry 

• Helping partners in the Middle East 
• Clothing and furniture 
• Citizen classes 
• Sponsoring a refugee family from Syria, 

Providing living supplies

God is divinely orchestrating the great migration we are seeing in the world today.  Kevin King, the 
President of the International Project asks, “How can we effectively reach these newcomers?”   
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1. The basic answer is to show love, kindness and hospitality.  Every believer can be involved 
in this area.  No training is needed.   

2. Encourage churches to develop a team to reach the internationals around you.  They 
would commit to a deeper level of engagement because they would seek to minister cross-
culturally here by becoming students of the foreign culture and learning culturally 
appropriate ways to engage them.   

3. What is your end goal?  Do you want to invite them to your church or to start a new church 
among them? 

For further reading, you can buy the 2016 CEO and Church Mission Leader Survey from 
MissioNexus. 

Blessings, 

Steve Austvold 


