
 MISSION TRENDS   NOVEMBER 2017 

 
  
Dear Mission Leaders, 

     Greetings in Christ.  There are mission trends that as mission leaders we need to be aware of so we 
can better pray and inform our congregations.  These trends will also influence how we promote 
missions and how we support them.  The following mission trends came from the recent Missio-Nexus 
conference earlier this fall in Louisville, KY. 

1.  Global terrorism is creating insecurity and creates fear around the world.  It also provides a 
great forum for speaking about reaching immigrants and Muslim people. 

2. The Body of Christ is growing and coming together in the Middle East.  Aleppo, Syria is seeing 
more openness to the gospel these days.  Pray for Aleppo.  It is in the news every day now as 
coalition forces are trying to retake the city from the terrorists. 

3. In the year 2020, the church will be 80% global south.  This means that 80% church will be 
made up of people who live south of the equator. 

4. Many Muslims today are getting disillusioned with Islam due to terror.  There are new 
opportunities to share the gospel with them.  There is evidence of Muslims coming to Christ in 
Europe.  They are professing Christ and getting baptized. 

5. More countries are restricting conversions to Christ and are restricting Christianity. 
6. There are movements of Muslims coming to Christ.  This is especially true in Nigeria. 
7. There are Iranians in the diaspora.  They are forming networks of fellow believers around the 

world. 
8. Access ministry is a positive way to respond to Muslims today.  Access ministries are practical 

ways for followers of Jesus to reach out to Muslims.  This could be by food distribution, giving 
clothing, teaching English as a second language.  One good example is SALT ministries in 
Minnesota.  Somali Adult Literacy Training. 

9. After five years, displaced people get settled into their new country.  Their openness to the 
gospel is within their first five years in a new location. 

10. The media today is a great way to reach people.  Some examples are audio, SAT7, the Jesus 
Film, and with people wanting to learn English, on-line. 

11. The Best practices to reach unengaged people is for someone to be deeply troubled to do 
something.  The unengaged people are people with no gospel witness. 

12. A good book to read is Christian, Muslim, Friend by David Shenk.  This was the 2016 Christianity 
Today book of the year for Missions/The Global Church. 

Blessings, 

Steve Austvold 
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