
How a Faith Community Nurse can make a difference to pastors, 
churches and communities 
 
To the pastor 
 Encouraging members to care for each other 
 Promoting healthy followers of Jesus Christ 
 Nurturing and supporting all age groups 
 Assisting in visiting members in their homes and at hospitals 
 Acting as a vehicle to reach the community and drawing them into the church 
 Providing safety measures in the church building 

 
 
To the church and its community 
 Being there for all ages and socioeconomic groups 
 Enabling people to maintain health & wellness 
 Connecting persons with identified health needs to those in the congregation 

who can help meet those needs 
 Interacting with people from the beginning of life to the end 
 Fulfilling the biblical mandate to teach, preach and heal 
 Returning the focus to the church as the place for healing 
 Offering health and healing to the surrounding community for purposes of 

growth and outreach in the church 
 Increasing awareness of the relationship between one’s physical, emotional, 

social and spiritual well being 
 Offering a presence as people are looking to the church as health needs are 

increasing and resources are decreasing 
 Helping the congregation understand healthcare systems as increasing 

complexity has caused consumers to be uncertain, unaware or uninformed.  
Helping people gain access to appropriate healthcare 



Why should our church have a Faith Community Nurse? 

Christ’s ministry was to the whole person. He forgave us our sins, healed our hurting 
bodies and brought understanding to our confused minds. His disciples were urged and 
trained to follow His example of bringing healing to a hurting world. The Gospels recite 
His healing ministry and plan for abundant living. In the rest of the New Testament we 
read of His disciples taking the Good News of forgiveness and healing to the world. 
 
When Christianity began with the dawn of the first century, the church became a major 
influence in taking care of the whole person – spiritual, emotional and physical needs. 
As Christ cared for the total person and healed people of their sins (spiritually), their 
broken bodies (physically), their relationships (socially) and their fears (emotionally), 
the church was called in part to continue that care. Deacons and Deaconesses were the 
first to be assigned to care for those needs. 
 
Across the centuries the church grew various caring ministries and centers for respite. 
Hospitals, missions and crusades reached out to hurting people of all kinds.  With the 
good news of salvation through Jesus Christ came the hands-on caring ministries that 
demonstrated the love of God. The early church served as a health institution, but over 
the last few centuries a separation occurred. The medical community pulled away from 
the church and relied only on science to bring healing to people. The church was left to 
care for only the spiritual needs, and the treating of the whole person became 
fragmented. 
 
Today health care has become increasingly segmented and complex. People sometimes 
have difficulty sorting out services they need. Many elderly people do not know where 
to turn or what help is available for them. Parents may find themselves in the health 
care maze looking for resources to care for their children. Often the church staff finds 
itself assisting members with healthcare issues they have not been trained to deal with. 
 
In recent years there has been an increasing awareness of the interrelationship 
between a person’s physical, emotional and spiritual well being that encompasses the 
concept of a whole person health. Fortunately, within the past 20 years health 
professions and churches have recognized the need for health or caring ministries 
within the church. Out of this recognized need and as a result of increased interest and 
desire to care more fully for our congregations, the Faith Community Nurse Ministry 
was born. 
 
The Faith Community Nurse Ministry combines nursing and ministry to help individuals 
of all ages with their physical, emotional and spiritual needs. They work closely with 
pastors and/or the key leadership of each congregation to develop a congregational 
health ministry, which provides resources, consultation and education. 
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