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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
Greetings in Christ.  In May, as part of my sabbatical, Kathy and I were in Birmingham, England volunteering at 
the Open Door Friendship Centre. It is run by a friend of ours, who is on staff with ReachGlobal. Birmingham, 
England is the second largest city in England with a population of 1.1 million people. The population is 25% 
Muslim with 157 Mosques in the city.  There are 200 nationalities in Birmingham. This is a city that is ripe for 
outreach.  One unique and creative ministry is the Open Door Friendship Centre that has a 90% Pakistani 
Muslim population around it. This centre has been in operation for three years. This month I want to write about 
this unique ministry and share how you could get involved. 
      
“BELIEVING THAT GOD DESIRES US TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY, ‘OPEN DOOR FRIENDSHIP CENTRE’ 
AIMS: 

• To provide a save, neutral base for local people of all faiths to meet and have their needs met. 
• To provide a base for outreach and service to the local 

community.  
• To provide facilities and activities for the local community.  
                      

They offer: 
• Drop-in times, such as ‘chai and chat’. 
• Advice, Support, and signposting. 
• Classes, such as conversational English, Sewing, Meeting with a Social Worker, etc. 
• They are currently setting up a computer lab room to teach people computer skills. 
 

The centre is open three days a week on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10am to 2pm daily.  They have 
hopes of opening in the evenings to be able to reach adult men, who might be interested in learning English. 
 
Open Door Friendship Centre belongs to a growing network of “Places of Welcome” that are run by local 
community groups who want to make sure that everyone in your area has a place to go for conversation and a 
cup of tea and when they need it. 
 
Each Place of Welcome is slightly different from each other but each is open to everyone and offers: 

• Friendship and hospitality. 
• Regular opening at the same time each week. 
• Free refreshments. 
• Local knowledge about the neighborhood. 

  
Why is this important for US churches to know about?  
1) They have needs for volunteer staff from area churches and also volunteers from the USA.  This could be a 
great ministry for three months to two years.  
2)  The director, a ReachGlobal staff worker, is retiring in the summer of 2017.  They are looking for a long-term 
director for the centre.   
3)  This is an excellent model for local outreach in your community, especially if you have a community from 
various ethnic backgrounds.   
4) Many of the people coming here are from unreached people groups that have immigrated to Birmingham.  
Other mission organizations have also partnered with this centre to provide outreach opportunities for their staff. 
 
If you are interested in this ministry and would like more information, please check out this blog post. 
http://reachglobal.blogs.efca.org/friendship-centre-sets-table.  
     
 Blessings, 
     Steve Austvold 
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