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        Greetings in Christ.  This past April, I joined a small group of pastors to learn the Bible Pathways training 
method.  We studied the book of Jonah.  As you know, there is a great need to study the Word of God around 
the world.  Many pastors have very little training and opportunity to know how to study God’s word and to 
preach it to their congregations.  Bible Pathways was started as a reproducible pastoral training system that is 
now being used in over 20 countries, on four continents.  They have so far trained over 4,000 pastors.  God is 
using it to transform groups of churches, both large and small.  This is an important tool that you might want to 
get acquainted with, so you can also help train pastors around the world. 
 
     Their flyer answers many questions that you might want to know about. 

1)  What are we trying to accomplish?  “Training the trainers.”  We train national pastors who then train 
other pastors.  The training has 3 goals:  Studying the Word-We train pastors in basic Bible study skills 
so they can handle God’s Word well in preaching, discipleship, and in personal growth.  Obeying the 
Word-We want the Word to impact pastor’s minds, hearts, and actions for humble servant leadership, 
pastoral care, and applying the Word in their cultural contexts.  Teaching the Word-We equip pastors 
to proclaim God’s truth with power, conviction and clarity as they preach and teach the Word accurately 
and pass the training to other pastors. 

2) Where are we going?  The training network is active in the USA and continents overseas.  Networks are 
established in Brazil, Liberia, Tanzania, India, Thailand, Kenya, Ethiopia, Burma, D.R. Congo, Ghana, 
Nepal, Peru, Sri Lanka and Nicaragua.  New fields are being opened as God supplies trainers. 

3) How will we accomplish this?  We are training pastors in America in eight states so far, who can take the 
training to pastor networks overseas.  Some pastors are taking the training groups internationally where 
they already have built relationships.  Others are joining with the training networks we have launched.  
Our goal is to equip U.S. pastors to train national pastors who will multiply the training in their culture. 

4) What is the pastor training network curriculum?  Jonah, 2 Timothy, Genesis 1-11, Bible Salvation 
Story, The Gospel of Mark, Romans 1-8, Psalms, Habakkuk and Colossians.  In each of the workshops, 
there are approximately 12 sessions for demonstration sermons, study sessions and practice sessions.  
The course is normally taught in three day sessions, (5 days with translation), conducted 3 times a year 
for 3 years. Totaling 9 workshops overall.  The class size is kept small, around 12-16 people.  This 
provides a lot of time for discussion and practice by the students. 

5) What are the costs and requirements?  There is no cost to take the training.  The first course that is often 
taught is Jonah or 2 Timothy.  There are a few pre-course assignments that are required.  For 
preparation, you are to read the book.  You are also asked to prepare 3-5 minute talks on two or three 
passages and write out a one line statement on the passage. 

6) If you are interested in wanting to pursue this training curriculum, please contact Mike Gunderson.  
Mike lives in the Twin Cities and is one of the trainers.  His email is Michael.Gunderson@efca.org.   He 
is the Latin America/Caribbean Pathways Director. 
 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
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