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As a minister for over 35 years, I found that making and maintaining a few enduring friendships 
is key to surviving and thriving in life and ministry. To have a few people who love you above 
and beyond your ability to perform provides an enormous boost to anyone working in the endless 
business of serving people. As strange as it may appear, ministers, priests and rabbis have a 
difficult time developing friendships that endure the storms of life and ministry.  
 
There is a tendency to use the word “friendship” loosely, until “friend” means little more than an 
acquaintance with whom we enjoy certain activities and places together. We do a bit better by 
saying “a friend is someone with whom we enjoy being with regardless of the agenda or 
activity.” By friendship, I mean the wholesome, helpful giving of one person or community to 
another. 
 
A few verses from the book of Proverbs indicate that a friend is far more than a casual 
acquaintance: “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity (17:17); “A man of 
many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” 
(18:24); “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy” (27:6).i 
 
Surprisingly, Jesus reserved the word “friends” until his relationship with his disciple had 
endured many rungs on the ladder of maturity. Previously, they were his “followers,” 
“disciples,” and “servants:” 
 

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that 
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. (John 15:13-15) 
 

The implication in Jesus’ use of “friends” is one of intimate sharing of thoughts, plans and 
purposes. A friend is one to whom you can tell anything! 
 

Do you have such a friend? 
 
A lack of friendships not only impedes a pastor’s life, it diminishes his ministry. Amazingly, the 
same abilities that enhance friendships are vital to pastoral ministries. In some cases, seminary 
students have traded the fundamental abilities that develop friendships for professional 
communication skills, only to distance themselves from their audiences. Personally speaking, I 
need to be reminded of the fibers of friendship for my own well-being as well as for the making 
of better ministers, professional and non-professional alike.  
 

i The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (Crossway Bibles, 2002). 
                                                           


