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NCD Leadership Update 

The 2015 NCD Conference appointed a Task Force to examine the current ministries of the North Central District 
and to recommend strategies for future cooperative ministries. Before looking forward, the Task Force first looked 
back to gain an understanding of our shared past and around to learn about our current ministries. 
This document summarizes both our past heritage and present ministries.  

Events 

EFCA Theology Conference - Jan. 20-22, 2016, Valley Church, West Des Moines, IA 
The Doctrine of the Church: The Embodiment of the Gospel.  Information 
 

NCD Annual Spring Conference - April 11-12, 2016, Constance EFC, Andover, MN 
Join us for our annual conference to hear from our speaker, Dr. Gary Hoag on the topic Connecting Faith and 
Work: Helping Your Congregation Follow Jesus Meaningfully from Monday to Saturday. Session topics will include: 
Faith & Work: God's Economy in the Scriptures; Faith & Work: Ten Characters in the Early Church; Faith & Work: 
EFCA Congregations are Made to Flourish. 

District Blitz - April 15-17, 2016, Duluth 
Theme: Real Faith with speakers Craig & Molly Sandborn, Heather Flies, Joe Lamando, Mark Gold, Tyler 
Sotebeer. Music by Bread of Stone. Save the date 

 

Resources 
On Our Hearts - Essential Ingredients to being Disciple-Makers 
As one called to be a disciple-maker, I continue to learn a few essential characteristics which may bear fruit, while also 
identifying other rather fruitless practices.  I am indebted to many others in various networks and organizations who have 

gone before me.  I prayerfully pass these thoughts on to you for your consideration, and innovative practice. Continue 
reading 

Pastoral Care Encouragement - Developing a "War Room" Heart/Mentality 
Prayer? What does it matter?  Continue reading 

Missions Update 

Refugees are making big headlines across the world.  What is happening and what can we as churches do to help 
this large migration of people that are being displaced around the world.  Read this letter to find specific items that 
you and your church can do today.  
 

Church Security Summit.  Saturday, January 9, 2016 - Constance EFC, Andover, MN 

Your Safety and Security team has already gathered in your congregation!  Join us at Constance Evangelical Free 
Church in Andover for a one-day event that will help you identify the need for this ministry and ways to identify the 
members of the Body whom God has already equipped to do this strategic mission, regardless of the size of your 
church.  You will also learn basic skills to identify characteristics of guests who may have motives and behaviors 
that aren’t aligned with your mission.  You will learn methods of intervention.  Registration and questions to 
atbblatchley@constancefree.org  

http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/NCD-Task-Force-Nov-2015.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/2016-TheologyConf-info.pdf
http://generositymonk.com/w/meet-the-generosity-monk/
http://www.districtblitz.com/
http://ncdefca.org/blog/
http://ncdefca.org/blog/
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/Developing-a-War-Room-HeartMentality-Nov-2015.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/REFUGEES-Nov-2015.pdf
mailto:bblatchley@constancefree.org


 
PERSPECTIVES Courses in Minnesota, January 2016 

Ignite missional living. Perspectives is a fifteen week course designed around four "perspectives" — Biblical, 
Historical, Cultural and Strategic. Each one highlights different aspects of God's global purpose.  Learn firsthand 
from the global experiences of missionaries, biblical scholars, professors and pastors. See this link, for the 6 
locations being offered in Minnesota, January 2016. (College credit available) 
 

Miscellaneous 

 
In Memory of Wes Macy 
Wes Macy, long-time EFCA pastor, most recently at Estes Brook EFC (1990-2014), passed away Oct. 24 at age 61 
after a brief bout with pancreatic cancer.  "What matters most to Wes is Jesus. While on this Earth he enjoyed 
many of God’s good gifts (gardening, reading, doing pottery, restoring farm toys, writing humorous articles for 
friends and family…). But first and foremost what matters to Wes is Jesus, and that is what he would want to matter 
the most to you, too."  Obituary 
 
 

https://class.perspectives.org/Visitor/SearchResult.aspx?strCity=&strState=MN&strZipCode=&intMiles=0&GroupId=MCL&Fuzzy=False
https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/home/index.cfm/obituaries/view/fh_id/11879/id/3361085

