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Events 
 
2016 Theology Conference - Jan 20-22, 2016, Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
Join us January 20-22, 2016 in Des Moines for teaching and panel discussions focusing on the theme “The 
Doctrine of the Church: The Embodiment of the Gospel”. The heart of the doctrine of the church is the gospel. It is 
the gospel that creates the church. It is the church that proclaims and propagates the gospel. It is the church that 
embodies the gospel. In addition to the six plenary messages, there will also be breakout sessions addressing 
other important matters regarding the church, along with one or two panel discussions. Register now or learn more 
about the conference speakers and schedule.  
 
NCD Annual Spring Conference - April 11-12, 2016, Constance EFC, Andover, MN 
Join us for our annual conference to hear from our speaker, Dr. Gary Hoag on the topic Connecting Faith and 
Work: Helping Your Congregation Follow Jesus Meaningfully from Monday to Saturday. Session topics will include: 
Faith & Work: God's Economy in the Scriptures; Faith & Work: Ten Characters in the Early Church; Faith & Work: 
EFCA Congregations are Made to Flourish. 
 
2016 District Blitz - Real Faith - April 15-17, 2016, Duluth, MN 
Speakers include: Craig and Molly Sanborn, Heather Flies, Joe Lomando. Worship leaders: Bread of Stone.  More 
information - check out the Blitz website.  Registration Packet information  Registration Fee- $50 

BUMP Twin Cities – July 16-24, 2016 
Spend eight days in partnership with longstanding, local EFCA churches who reach out to their community through 
children’s ministry and learning from others ministering in Minneapolis and St. Paul, the launching locations of the 
first BUMP in 1993. 
 
Speed BUMP Twin Cities – July 31-Aug 3, 2016 
A four-day abbreviated version of BUMP designed to introduce youth to urban ministry and issues of the city. Ideal 
for those wanting to get a taste of urban missions with a learning-while-serving twist. 
 
Mark your calendars 

 EFCA CHALLENGE Youth Conference - July 3-7, 2016, Louisville, KY 

 
Resources 
On Our Hearts - It’s an ongoing challenge for me to stay connected with the work of frontier missions—taking the 
gospel to the places and peoples who have not yet heard.  Recently I read a book (and have begun re-reading it) 
that has strengthened that connection in wonderfully unexpected ways. Read More 
 

Missions Mobilization Update – Next Steps in Missions  
It is time to look ahead into 2016. What next steps do you need to take in your mission efforts as a local church this 
year? Please read this letter for some ideas as you plan and strategize in the new year.  

Watch Two Sabbatical Stories 

Ty Spenst and Jeff Starnes recently took sabbatical leaves from regular ministry duties.  If you're wondering what a 
sabbatical could look like and how it could happen, click here for Ty's story, here for Jeff's. 

http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Task-Force-Jan-2016.pdf
http://go.efca.org/resources/document/2016-theology-conference-session-descriptions
https://my.efca.org/NetCommunity/my.efca.org/member-pages/event-registrations/2016-efca-theology-conference?_ga=1.134108110.1714248568.1449760183
http://go.efca.org/resources/document/2016-theology-conference-session-descriptions
http://generositymonk.com/w/meet-the-generosity-monk/
http://www.districtblitz.com/
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/DistrictBlitzInfoPacket2016EFCA.docx
http://go.efca.org/resources/document/bump-faqs
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/NEXT-STEPS-IN-MISSIONS-JANUARY-2016.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/NEXT-STEPS-IN-MISSIONS-JANUARY-2016.pdf
https://vimeo.com/126327603
https://vimeo.com/151232734


Miscellaneous 
Jail Ministry Training – February 6th, 9: 00 am – 5:30 pm, Grace Community Church, Olivia, MN  
Grace Community Church of Olivia, MN will be hosting a jail ministry training on Saturday, February 6, for any church or 
individual interested in being better equipped to minister to those in prison – Matthew 25:31-46. Please register online 
by January 15. You can pay onsite by cash or check or a bill can be sent to your church after the event. $60. For more 
information and to register:  

 
TEDS' Pastor in Residence Sabbatical opportunity 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (TEDS) is offering EFCA Pastors to spend up to two weeks of their Sabbatical on 
the Trinity campus.  This is an opportunity to live on campus, eat in Hawkins Hall, attend TEDS classes, study in 
the library and attend Chapel each day.  Limited numbers accepted so plan ahead to take advantage of this 
opportunity. More information. 
 
 

District news:   
 Brian Sinclair resigned from New Joy, Roger in November.   

 James Petersen, Crossroads, Albert Lea transitioned to ReachGlobal in August 

 Clay Edens began the ministry of senior pastor at Hope EFC, Oakdale this summer. 

 Jonathan Wall became the senior pastor at Harvest, Winsted in October. 

 Dave Rodquist retired as executive pastor at New Hope Church December 31st.  

 Greg Braly transitioned from New Hope Church Family and Children’s Ministries to senior pastor at Buffalo 
EFC in January.  

 Mark Henry began his ministry as lead pastor at Brooklyn Park EFC in January. 

 Lawrence Klingsheim became senior pastor at Two Harbors EFC in January. 

 EFCA Credentials: Ministry licenses were granted to Bev Holm (Rockpoint, Lake Elmo) and Paul Stilwell 
(Trinity, Lakeville); Jennifer Kvamme (Centennial, Forest Lake) received her Certificate of Christian 
Ministry; Ryan Folken (Owatanna) was ordained in August. 
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http://sharinggodsgrace.com/wp/?page_id=215820
http://sharinggodsgrace.com/wp/?page_id=215820
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/TEDS-Pastor-in-Residence-Sabbatical-Policy.pdf
tel:612-338-1716
http://www.ncdefca.org/

