
Kelley and Jola Johnson  
In January of 2008 Kelley left his law enforcement career of 24 years to participate in a dual 

pastoral internship with Grace Community Church in Olivia and the NCD. The Grace internship was a 
half-time position assisting the senior pastor in leadership training, discipleship, life group ministries, 
and occasional preaching. This experience gave Kelley pastoral experience, deepened his understanding 
of the demands of ministry and allowed him to serve pastors better. Kelley used this internship to 
explore his gifts prior to shifting into a permanent ministry. “During the internships the Lord made it 
very clear it was time to step out of the boat and start walking on the water.” says Kelley, referencing 
Matthew 14 and Peter’s water-walking experience. In January 2009 the internship became a half-time 
position with Grace Community Church as their Pastor of Spiritual Development and Equipping. The 
Grace ministry came to a successful end in July of 2011.  

The other half of their 2008 internship was serving the NCD assisting Dr. Jim Anderson in 
Pastoral Care. In 2009 the internship ended and Kelley became the half-time Pastoral Care Assistant.  
Kelley and his wife, Jola, have many years experience caring for those in fulltime ministry and their 
work with the NCD includes assisting the Anderson’s with Sabbath Rest Retreats, attending regional 
Pastor Cluster meetings, offering one-to-one coaching, and working with the Pastoral Care team across 
the district. Kelley enjoys working with and training leadership teams, sharing pastoral care in local 
congregations and caring for their own pastor; a principle he calls “shepherding the shepherd.”  Kelley 
occasionally takes pastoral care messages directly to congregations, preaching messages like “The Care 
and Feeding of Shepherds” designed to teach the body of a church how to care for their pastor and his 
family.   

In 2011, Kelley took on the responsibility of coordinating the recovery ministry for the NCD, 
seeking to take pastors in crisis, due to sin or circumstance, and restore them and their families to 
spiritual and emotional health. Also in 2011, Kelley and Jola took “Sabbath Rest” to Africa, teaching 
these biblical principles to the leaders of CABTAL (Cameroon Association for Bible Translation and 
Literacy) in Yaoundé, Cameroon. African trips continued for Kelley as he assisted Jim with teaching A 
Theology of Rest at WATS (West Africa Theological Seminary) in Lagos, Nigeria in 2012 and at ILU 
(International Leadership University) in Accra, Ghana in 2013. In 2014 Jola and Kelley traveled to bring 
“Sabbath Rest” teaching to the leaders of SIM’s church planting ministry in Paraguay.   

Kelley has 10 years of elder experience and has served many roles in the church. Kelley holds 
degrees in law enforcement and sociology (University of Minnesota, Duluth), Certificates of Biblical 
Survey Studies: Old and New Testament Survey (Village School of the Bible) and an MA in Ministry 
Leadership (Crown College). With the granting of his EFCA Pastoral License in 2012 Kelley became 
the Pastoral Care Associate Director. In 2015 Kelley became the Director of Pastoral Care for the NCD.  

Kelley’s wife Jola shares a heart of compassion for those in fulltime ministry and a willingness 
to serve them well. She works to develop and deepen relationships with pastor’s wives across the district 
and through intentional networking and regular Pastor’s Wives Getaways.  These Getaways are times of 
sharing, prayer, tears and encouragement in the casual atmosphere of a private home.   She currently 
serves as Kelley’s partner in ministry, stepping into the lives of pastor’s wives as only a woman can. At 
home, Jola manages their home with grace and hospitality, disciples women from their church and bakes 
some of the best bread in the world. Their two children, Sarah and Isaac, are moving into adulthood and 
independence as they graduate from college and high school respectively.   

The Johnson’s ask that you pray for them as they expand a field the Lord has moved them into 
(Matthew 19:29) and continue to seek the Lord’s will for their lives. If you are interested in joining their 
support team and receiving their prayer letters you can contact them at Kelley.johnson@frontiernet.net. 


