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It’s been such an encouragement to me to see the language of disciple-making becoming more 

familiar at New Hope Church. But more than that, I’m getting to see, encourage, and participate 

with a movement that is happening here.  In this past year, it seems we have rounded a corner. 

There are more women who are on the front lines, trying to begin the process of discipling 

another person; it’s a brand-new experience for many.   

 

I’m seeing messes and stretching and joy and difficulty, but through it all, women are really 

learning how to say “Yes!” to Jesus. He continues to show himself as the Faithful Shepherd who 

is worth following.  Disciple-making can be two-pronged. It includes helping younger believers 

grow into maturity to obey all that Jesus has said. That is where I am starting to see more women 

leaning in to try to put it into practice. The other aspect, sharing with those who don’t know 

Jesus yet, is still a slower work, yet I’m starting to watch God change hearts. 

 

Even this morning I was having a one-on-one with one of my core leaders whom I disciple.  She 

was sharing how her heart is changing from just a recognition that she “should” cultivate 

relationships with people who don’t know Jesus to a heart that is praying for God to send 

workers into His harvest. She expressed how at one time that pre-Christian aspect of disciple-

making felt like an area that she would invest in or contribute toward if she had “extra change” 

stored away to invest, especially since she was feeling encouraged that she is actively investing 

in two relationships to help younger believers mature in their faith.  But now, she shared, it is 

such an important shift that God doesn’t just send her those who don’t know Him if she feels like 

she has a lot left to invest but in fact as part of a lifestyle she wants to live.  In the last week, God 

has opened two relational doors that she is sure are from Him, and she was absolutely glowing 

today as she shared how excited she is that HE makes provision for what He calls us into.  

Instead of dread or duty, she is delighting in praying and personally investing in a way she hasn’t 

ever done before.  She believes the harvest is plentiful, and she is committed to being a worker in 

the harvest and helping fellow believers she is invested in to join her in that harvest.  

 

Especially after a district conference on multiplication, it is exciting to really see some of the 

first- and second-generation disciples begin to experience heart transformation on something so 

pivotal to God’s plan.  And this summer, I will have my first intern in Women’s Ministries.  I’m 

excited to help her grow as a faithful minister of the gospel to women, mentoring her to 

understand how she can contribute to getting women with Jesus and getting them in mission.  

 


