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District Superintendent’s Report 
 
 

“This is how one should regard us, as servants (under-rowers) of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required of stewards that  

they be found faithful” (1 Cor 4:1-2, ESV). 
 
 
Being found faithful is a common desire that virtually all of us in ministry have.  When our life’s 
work is examined by our Lord, “who will bring to light things now hidden in darkness and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart” (1 Cor. 4:5 ESV), we long to hear, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant….”  So, what constitutes being found faithful?  How do we steward the mysteries 
of God in such a way as to receive our Master’s commendation?  It may involve being stretched 
beyond any previous limits, getting out of the boat of our own comfort zone like never before, 
immersing ourselves deeply into the messiness of people’s lives.  And, in short, making 
disciples.   
 
More than a conference theme… 
 
I trust you will join the district ministry team in redoubling our efforts to spur one another on to 
love and good deeds, especially as it relates to highly relational, intentional disciple-making.  By 
God’s grace, I have spent much of this past year in a higher gear of “go to” mode, collaborating 
with like-minded folks cross-denominationally to equip and mobilize God’s people to fulfill Jesus’ 
final command.  Of particular joy to me is an emphasis placed on prayerfully identifying those 
“persons and households of peace” (see Luke 10:5-6) uniquely prepared by the Holy Spirit to be 
receptive to the message and then creating “access” through meeting holistic needs and 
teaching believers and pre-believers alike to dig into God’s truth for themselves in the study of 
his Word.  You will very likely hear more from me on an approach to facilitating a discovery 
process of disciple-making—a process that fosters obedience and application over mere 
knowledge.   
  
I want to express my sincere gratitude to the district Board of Directors, who provide direction to 
the district ministry on an ongoing basis throughout the year.  They are a delight to work with 
and graciously bear the burden of safeguarding the health of the district.  They are: Tom Cairns 
(Bloomington), Chris Cundiff (Sandstone), Larry Orth (Rochester), Rick & Linda Peterson (East 
Chain), Larry Stromberg (Forest Lake), Beverly Upshaw (Minneapolis), Dan Van Loon 
(Faribault), and Ken Young (Minneapolis).  Ken has concluded his second full term on the 
board, and we sincerely thank him for his many years of faithful service.  
 
I want to also acknowledge our volunteer-led ministries.  I am truly grateful to Julie Andersen 
(Lakeville) for her capable servant leadership in Family and Children’s Ministries; Betty Juntune 
(Woodbury) serving as Women in Ministry director; Tim Johnson (Eden Prairie) and the Senior 
Adult Council for providing direction, inspiration, and fellowship for our beloved senior adults; 
and Mary Van Der Werf, coordinator of Elim Care’s rapidly growing Faith Community Nursing 
initiative (please read their reports).  We are very blessed by those who faithfully apply their gifts 
and talents to healthier, multi-generational district ministry!  
 



Once again it is my privilege to mention the team that God has assembled on the district staff.  
Each person is uniquely called and gifted by God to contribute specifically and substantially in 
their respective area of expertise as we pull together to serve the leaders and churches of the 
NCD.  Each member of our team gives sacrificially of themselves to serve the Lord and his 
Church.  If their work has impacted your local church or you yourself in a meaningful way, 
please take a moment to express your gratitude for their God-honoring endurance and service 
to the King.   
 

 Ardie Swanson Office Administrator (10 years)  

 Kelly Larson   Bookkeeper / Disbursements (2 years)  

 Mindy Warland  Financial Manager (8 years)  

 Dan Moose   Church Planting Director (8 years)  

 Dave Linde   Church Resource Director (12 years)  

 Glenn Olson   Student Ministries Director (5 years)  

 Jim Anderson   Pastoral Care Director (11 years)  

 Kelley Johnson  Associate Pastoral Care Director (4 years)  

 Steve Austvold  Missions Mobilizer with Kathy (5 years)  

 Jordan Noblitt   Office Administration (1 year) 
 
Finally, I want to mention what a personal blessing it is to have the Executive Director of Safe 
Families for Children, Maridel Sandberg, plus a growing number of staff and volunteers, share in 
a highly strategic ministry partnership with us under the same roof.  I sincerely believe their 
ministry has the potential to directly enhance the health and holistic ministry vitality of district 
churches.  I have become a passionate “champion” to reflect the heart of God for 
vulnerable people by mustering an army of Family Friends—individuals who will provide 
supportive relationships to stabilize and fortify the foundation in the home, family, and 
lives of children in the care of Safe Families, in hopes of developing an environment that 
brings forth opportunities for the children to safely return and remain, be nurtured, and 
ultimately thrive. This work is done when we become that “other person” for someone, 
either a biological mother or father.  I personally have been involved as a family friend for this 
past year, and it has been a source of contagious joy through every messy hill and valley.   
 
On a purely personal note, my wife, Joey, and I want to thank the staff—especially Dave Linde, 
the board, and all of you who were faithfully praying and/or making some other concession in 
order for us to benefit from a flexible schedule.  We covet your continued prayers as we 
continue to depend upon the Lord, especially as formal treatment comes to a conclusion in the 
next several weeks, and as I once again resume the full duties of my office.   
 
 
Respectfully,  
Tom Mouw  
Tom.mouw@ncdefca.org  

mailto:Tom.mouw@ncdefca.org


NCD Board of Directors 
District Ministry Teams 

 

Board of Directors 
 Cairns, Thomas (2016), Secretary EFCA ReachGlobal, Crosspoint Church 
 Cundiff, Chris (2014) Sandstone, Sandstone EFC 
 Dahl, Robert (Ex-Officio) Elim Care, Inc., President 
 Orth, Larry (2015) Rochester, Calvary EFC 
 Peterson, Rick & Linda (2015)  Granada, East Chain EFC 
 Stromberg, Larry (2014), Chairman Forest Lake, Centennial EFC 
 Upshaw, Beverly (2016) New Hope, New Hope Church 
 VanLoon, Dan (2015), Vice Chairman Faribault, Faribault EFC 
 Young, Ken (2014) New Hope, New Hope Church 
 

Church Planting Council 
 Moose, Dan NCD staff; Minneapolis, Antioch Cmty Church 
 Cole, Carlyn Sauk Centre, Harvest Community Church 
 O’Rourke, Andy Minneapolis, Antioch Community Church 
 

Student Ministries Council     (www.ncdyouth.com ) 

 Olson, Glenn NCD staff; Hastings, New Life EFC 
 Bjornrud, Lon St Francis, Living Hope EFC 
 Brown, Darin Rochester, Calvary EFC 
 Mathews, Jim Buffalo, Buffalo EFC 
 Owens, Scott Crosslake, Crosslake EFC 
 Sotebeer, Tyler Fridley, Grace EFC 
 Yoder, Matt Marshall, Marshall EFC 
 

Women’s Ministries Team 
 Juntune, Betty Woodbury, Five Oaks Church 
 Jacobson, Kathy Fridley, Grace EFC 
 Severson, Natty Minneapolis, Hope Community Church 
 Stevenson, Gretchen Lake Elmo, Rockpoint Church 
 Tyson, Andrea New Hope, New Hope Church 
 

Pastoral Care Council 
 Anderson, Jim  productiverest@brainerd.net NCD staff; Baxter, Lakewood EFC 
 Harvey, Dave  preacher@boreal.org Grand Marais, Grand Marais EFC 
 Johnson, Chris   pastorchris@cccefca.com Waseca, Christ Community Church 
 Johnson, Dean  pastordeanm@comcast.net Coon Rapids, Coon Rapids EFC 
 Johnson, Kelley  Kelley.johnson@frontiernet.net Olivia, Grace Community Church 
 Latterell, Tom  tomlatterell@yahoo.com Red Wood Falls, EFC of Redwood Falls 
 Sahlstrom, Tom  tsahlstr@elimcare.org Milaca EFC, Elim Care, Inc 
 Satterlie, Bob  calfree@loretel.net Pelican Rapids, Calvary EFC 
 Smith, Kirk  bass2@brainderd.net Crosslake, Crosslake EFC 
 Sorensen, Kevin  pastorkevin@cornerstoneefc.com Rochester, Cornerstone EFC 
 Wadsworth, Dennis  hope4fertile@hotmail.com Fertile, Hope EFC 
 Willman, Larry  PayneFree@juno.com St. Paul, Payne Ave EFC 
 Winchell, Joel  revjtwinchell@gmail.com Fridley, Grace EFC 
 

Missions Council 
 Austvold, Steve NCD staff; Fergus Falls, Cornerstone EFC 
 Gagnon, Jeff Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn Park EFC 
 Green, Ben Willmar, EFC of Willmar 
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District Credentialing Network (as of March 2014) 

Northern Examination Panel 
 Fischer, Bruce Thief River Falls, Thief River Falls EFC 
 Martin, Fred Bemidji, EFC of Bemidji 
 Mathes, Mark  Forbes, Riverside Chapel 
 Swedburg, Brian Hackensack, The Lighthouse 
 Widman, Mark Walker, Calvary EFC 

West Central Panel 
 Berget, Ron Alexandria, Lake Community 
 Geoffrion, Phil  Cokato, Albion EFC 
 Latterell, Tom  Redwood Falls, Redwood Falls EFC 
 Penwell, Lanny  Hutchinson, Hutchinson EFC 
 Uggerud, Eric Fergus Falls, Cornerstone EFC 

Metro Panel 
 Abernethy, Dave Mound, Mound EFC 
 Kirkpatrick, Jim  Stillwater, Stillwater EFC 
 Loomis, Greg Watertown, Watertown EFC 
 Scheumann, Lee  Isanti, Oxlip EFC 
 Stigall, Gerald  Fridley, Grace EFC 

Southern Panel 
 Grams, John  Stewartville, Grace EFC 
 McConkey, Joe  Winona, Pleasant Valley 
 Schenck, Phil  New Ulm, Grace Community Church 
 Sorensen, Kevin  Rochester, Cornerstone EFC 
 Spenst, Tyrone  Plainview, Trinity EFC 
 Van Loon, Dan  Faribault, Faribault EFC 

First Readers 
 Carlson, Darren Andover, Training Leaders International 
 Fruchey, Gil Maplewood, First EFC 
 Johnson, Alan Lake Elmo, Rockpoint Church 
 Johnson, Chris Waseca, Christ Community Church 
 Starkjohn, Tom Winsted, Harvest Community Church 

Licensing Discussion Group Mentors 
 Drury, Patrick Becker, Becker EFC 
 LeClere, Don Marshall, Marshall EFC 
 Linde, Dave NCD staff; Forest Lake, Centennial EFC 
 Rice, Mike St. Paul, CrossCultural EFC 
 Sechler, Mike Litchfield, Harvest Community Church  
 Starkjohn, Tom Winsted, Harvest Community Church 
 Wadsworth, Dennis Fertile, Hope EFC 
 Widman, Mark Walker, Calvary EFC 



Church Planting Report 
 

…Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest (Jn 4:35ESV). 
…The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest (Luke 10:2 ESV). 
 
The greatest need of our world, the church, and church planting is the effective reaching out of 
the followers of Jesus with the gospel of Jesus Christ to all the people in our sphere of 
influence.  This has to be more than outreach events; it is our being Jesus wherever He sends 
us … home, school, work, or play.  To reach our world for Christ we need to see people as 
Jesus did and be driven by His compassion.  We need to see all lost people in our sphere of 
influence as our responsibility because God has put us there.  Without prayer no one will come 
to Jesus nor will our hearts be compelled to reach them.  As all of us accept this calling there 
will be an intentional reaching out to the lost and Christ’s kingdom will grow.   We as individuals 
and churches need to see the fields white for harvest and ask God to use us to share His gospel 
so they will come to salvation.  This will truly enlarge our ministry fields. 
 
As more people come to saving faith in Jesus Christ we will see the need to be more intentional 
in the multiplication of disciples, which includes the reproduction of … 
 
New believers  disciples who make disciples  leaders who are released  small groups who multiply  new churches 

 
 

As we are intentional about multiplication we will see the advancement of Christ’s kingdom and 
churches planted. 
 
This past year we have seen more churches being intentional regarding multiplication and new 
works started in different ways; churches planting churches in their city or town; residencies 
started to prepare pastors to plant out; and pastors of multiplication called to assist in multiplying 
groups in different communities.  God continues to work in wonderful ways through our 
churches to advance His Kingdom.  Here are some of the ways He is working: 

 Rock Hill Church, Duluth (2007), helped plant their second daughter church in west 
Duluth, the Crosswood Church.   

 Calvary EFC, Rochester, planted a daughter church, The Gathering in downtown 
Rochester, led by Willie Grimm. 

 Antioch Community Church, Minneapolis (2008), planted out City Vision Church, St 
Louis Park, under the leadership of Andrew Peterson and Ben Brandt. 

 Crossroads EFC, Albert Lea (1996), is planting a church in Albert Lea under the 
leadership of Kaleb Hurley, their worship pastor. 

 Birch Hill Community Church, Melrose (2011), and Harvest Community Church, Sauk 
Centre (2004), are assisting Manuel Abarca as he is starting a Latino Ministry in 
Melrose. 

 Hutchinson EFC (2000) called Marc Rakow as the church planter for Glencoe.      
 Harvest Community Church, Sauk Centre (2004), started a church-planting residency 

with Jeff Pankratz.   Their goal is to recruit and help prepare church planters to reach the 
I-94 corridor from the St. Cloud area to North Dakota. 

 Trinity City Church, St Paul (2010), started a church-planting residency with Michael 
Johnson to plant in the Prospect Park community of Minneapolis. 

 Centennial EFC, Forest Lake (1994), called John Stromberg as pastor of church 
multiplication to help multiply the gospel in several nearby areas through missional 
communities. 
 
 



This year the Lighthouse church, Hackensack, and Grace Community Church, New Ulm, will 
affiliate with the NCD.  The Lighthouse Church started in 2004 under the leadership of Pastor 
Brian Swedburg, who was sent out by Calvary EFC in Walker.  Grace Community Church, 
under the leadership of Pastor Phil Schenck, was sent out by the Mankato EFC in 2012.     
 
What do we need to do to continue what God has started?   

1.  Pray that the Lord of the Harvest would send out his harvesters (us) and help us see 
our enlarged harvest field both individually and as churches. 

2. Pray for and focus on cities, towns, and regions of influence that will help advance the 
gospel. 

3. Become intentional multipliers, specifically focusing on the lost and multiplying leaders to 
release.  

4. Continue our praying for and focus on reaching the people in the 494/694 beltway. 
 
Remember, church planting is not an NCD project, but the ministry of each church in the NCD.  
Churches starting churches is the best way to reach Minnesota for Jesus.  Our desire is that no 
Minnesotan would go into eternity without encountering the aroma of Jesus through us. 
 
 
Dan Moose 
Director of Church Planting 
dan.moose@ncdefca.org 



 



Church Resources Report 
 
In addition to my regular rhythms of work in credentialing, placement, two pastor clusters, and a 
variety of resourcing and consulting, several things in particular have stood out this past year. 
 
Acting District Superintendent 
 
It has been my privilege to take on some of Tom’s responsibilities so that he could have 
flexibility of schedule to serve his wife, Joey’s needs in her cancer journey.   The challenges of 
taking on those responsibilities have been varied and considerable at times, but God has 
sustained me in it all and has brought personal growth through it.  I have enjoyed it for the most 
part and found it rewarding.  Thank you for your prayers, both this past year and ongoing. 
 
District Credentialing Network 
 
After years of intermittent work, a newly shaped credentialing structure is emerging in the 
district.  Four regional examination panels are now in place: northern, southern, west central, 
and metro.  Several EFCA-ordained pastors serve on each panel.  The panels will examine 
candidates for licensing and certification twice a year, winter/spring and fall.  The regional 
examinations will spread the workload and make it easier for candidates to access 
examinations.  These panel members join other pastors who are first readers of papers and 
others who are mentors of theological discussion groups to comprise the district credentialing 
network.  A list of pastors who are serving in this network so far is included in this report book.  
They invest significant time in an important work and I appreciate their ministry very much. 
 
Ordination Curriculum 
 
“Training for Ordination” is a pathway designed to help non-formally trained pastors prepare for 
EFCA ordination.  It is a self-study regimen, designed to be pursued in a learning community, 
focusing on various themes of the EFCA Statement of Faith.  In preparation for several years, it 
is almost ready to be beta-tested.  My thanks to a number of district pastors who contributed 
ideas for the curriculum and to Bryan Lair and Tom Starkjohn for their first-rate help in compiling 
and fine-tuning the material. 
 
Sabbatical Leave 
 
I am looking forward to my second sabbatical leave, May 5—August 15.  I am grateful for a 
culture of rest-and-renewal in our staff team and district board.  I am planning to use this leave 
for rest, refreshment, and reflection on some significant personal, family, and ministry issues.  I 
am asking the Lord for significant advances in some long-standing challenges.  I will appreciate 
your prayers as the Lord may remind you. 
 
Statistics on credentialing and placement can be found elsewhere in this report book. 
 
My thanks to Ardie, Mindy, Kelly, and Jordan for their ongoing, cheerful, and substantive 
support of overall district ministry. 
 
Dave Linde 
Church Resources Director 
dave.linde@ncdefca.org 



Credentials Granted 
 
 

April 2013 – March 2014 
 
 
License 
 Allen, Mark North Branch, Chaplain Ministries International 
 Buehler, Jimmy North Branch, Kost EFC 
 Casey, Ken Plainview, Trinity EFC 
 Deck, Jeremy New Hope, New Hope Church (EFCA) 
 Johnson, Paul Baxter, Lakewood EFC 
 Lind, Jeremy Blaine, Cornerstone Church of Blaine (EFCA) 
 O’Neel, Zachariah Plymouth, St. Croix Hospice 
 Peterson, Andrew St. Louis Park, CityVision Church (EFCA) 
 
 

Certificate of Christian Ministry 
 None 

 
 
Certificate of Ordination 
 Behling, Tom Hagerstown, MD, Tri-State Fellowship (EFCA) 
 Carlson, Darren Andover, Training Leaders International  
 Uggerud, Eric Fergus Falls, Cornerstone EFC 
 Williams, Dave Osceola, WI, Hope EFC 
 
 

Ordination Transfer 
 None 

 
 
Change of Status 

None 

 



Pastoral Changes 
 

April 2013—March 2014 
 

New Senior/Solo/Lead Pastors 
 Erickson, Brian Baxter, Lakewood EFC 
 Erickson, Ralph Eagle Bend, Rose City EFC 
 Grimm, Willie Rochester, The Gathering (church plant) 
 Hopman, Brad Paynesville, Paynesville EFC 
 Hurley, Kaleb Albert Lea church plant 
 Major, Joshua Duluth, Anchor Point Community Church 
 Norton, Gabriel Elbow Lake, Grace EFC 
 Peterson, Andrew St Louis Park, CityVision Church 
 Platek, Jon Maple Grove, Maple Grove EFC 
 Rakow, Marc Glencoe church plant 
 Runke, Daniel Northfield, Northfield EFC 
 Shields, Michael Lakeville, Trinity EFC 
 Spencer, Greg Mankato, EFC of Mankato 
 VanAcker, Dave Wyoming, Grace Church 
 Wiersbe, Dave Houston, Bethany EFC 
 
 

New Associates  (partial listing) 
 Brandt, Ben St Louis Park, CityVision Church, associate 
 Brinkley, Seth Mound, Mound EFC, associate 
 Buchanan, Jamie Eden Prairie, Prairie Hill EFC, senior high 
 Cachon, Pablo New Hope, New Hope Church, Latino 
 Castro, Marc Albert Lea, Crossroads EFC, children 
 Cook, Lorna Willmar, EFC of Willmar, children 
 Gatzke, Joe Pine City, Pine City EFC, youth 
 Hercula, Nathan Rogers, New Joy EFC, associate 
 Hobbs, Jim Maple Grove, Maple Grove EFC, executive 
 Miller, Loren Lindstrom, Lakes EFC, worship 
 Newberg, Joel Willmar, EFC of Willmar, interim youth 
 Pankratz, Jeff Sauk Centre, Harvest Community Church, planting intern 
 Peterson, Paul Alexandria, Lake Community Church, associate 
 Skoglund, Zach Zimmerman, Zimmerman EFC, youth 
 Stromberg, John Forest Lake, Centennial EFC, multiplication 
 Swartz, Dan Blaine, Cornerstone Church, worship 
 Weavers, Justin New Hope, New Hope Church, youth 
 Xiong, George Maplewood, First EFC, youth 
 
 

Interim Pastors (current) 
 Abramson, Ken Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids EFC 
 Alexander, Don Watertown, Watertown EFC 
 Allen, David Spring Grove, Calvary EFC 
 Brown, Russ Cokato, Elim Mission Church 
 Chege, Joshua Two Harbors, Two Harbors EFC 
 Grover, Dawson Cushing, Lincoln EFC 
 King, David St Louis Park, St Louis Park EFC 
 Lightner, Dave Edgerton, Living Hope EFC 
 Norlien, Marv Princeton, Princeton EFC 
 Nydam, Don Coon Rapids, Coon Rapids EFC 
 Thorstad, Brian Buffalo, Buffalo EFC 
 
 



 

Pastoral Changes Continued 
 
Senior/Solo Pastors Who Have Moved 
 Berg, Russ Maple Grove EFC to private counseling practice 
 Gerbrandt, Ryan Edgerton, Living Hope EFC, to ReachGlobal, Cameroon 
 Greaver, Dave Rose City EFC to Leslie Cmty Ch and police chaplaincy 
 Johnson, Dean Northfield EFC (interim) to awaiting next assignment 
 Johnson, Ronn Coon Rapids EFC to seeking placement 
 Kling, Paul Watertown EFC to seeking placement 
 Patz, Daniel Wyoming, Grace EFC, to Northland Intl University 
 Sorvik, Jeff Duluth, Anchor Point CC, to EFCA Church Mult Director 

 
 

 
 
 

 Churches Closed 
 

None 

 



Pastoral Care Report 
 
Pastoral Care Mission: Encourage and support pastors and spouses by creating opportunities for: 
strengthening their relationships with God and their family, establishing wholesome and authentic 
friendships, and providing counsel and support in the inevitable crises of life and pastoral ministry.  
 

“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and 
more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing.” 2 Thessalonians 1:3 -NIV 

 

Thank You, Pastors! Kelley Johnson and I (Jim) want to thank all pastors who have practiced healthy 
relationships. You have separated yourself unto the Lord, the source of life, spending significant time 
before Him meditating upon His Word for the transformation of yourself and others. You have not 
neglected your spouses or families in your efforts to grow healthy ministries, but have been examples of 
loving husbands and fathers. You have given your best as shepherds, following Christ’s example in life 
and ministry, ever maintaining appropriate boundaries while constantly loving the people to whom Christ 
has called you.  
 

Thank You, Encouragers! Kelley and I thank all who have encouraged pastors, especially the wives of 
pastors. Being a pastor’s wife can be more difficult than being a pastor. Thanks for holding your man up 
in prayer as you listen and speak tender words of encouragement to him. Thanks as well to all who 
encourage pastors regardless of position or walk in life. Years ago I received a note from an elementary-
age girl that said, “You are a good pastor.” I still have the note. 
 

Thank You, North Central District! Yes, we thank God for the network of churches within the North 
Central District for endeavoring to “keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 
4:3). You have worked with your pastors, the North Central District and others that you might shout as 
one voice to a fallen world: “Jesus is Lord!” Our task of caring for pastors would be very daunting without 
our excellent District Staff Team that alerts us to situations where care is needed and the assistance of 
our Pastoral Care Team. Go to the Pastoral Care portion of the NCD website for a complete list of the 
Pastoral Care Team (www.ncdefca.com). 
 

Thank You for Using Our Services! Finally, we wish to say, “Thanks to all who use our services.” There 
is no shame in asking for help. Every pastor or church needs assistance sooner or later, whether it is 
about confidential friendship, recovery, peacemaking, pastoral sabbaticals, Sabbath retreats, or strategic 
guest speakers. These are services offered through NCD Pastoral Care Ministries.   
 

On the Calendar 
Sabbath Retreat at Timber Bay, May 4-6. Through the testimonies of previous attendees more pastoral 
couples and ministry leaders are attending these retreats.  
 

“Yes, yes, yes! Setting the time apart to purposely meet with God was incredibly 
beneficial.  I had all sorts of excuses of why NOT to attend, and certainly had many 
obstacles arise in the days and weeks leading up to the retreat, but let me just say that I 
was richly rewarded and blessed for having set the time aside to come, and I believe that 
others will potentially have the same experience.” Carrie Myers, Grace EFC, Olivia 

 

Sabbath Rest in Paraguay: Sabbath Training travels to South America: Kelley and Jola Johnson have 
been invited to travel to Paraguay in July to serve as the guest speakers at the 2014 SIM-Paraguay 
Spiritual Life Conference. The Johnsons will be providing Sabbath Rest training to 20+ local missionaries, 
church planters and their spouses along with offering coaching, counseling and encouragement. Their 
hosts, Kevin and Rebekah Howell, are Sabbath Rest graduates who have made Sabbath an integral part 
of their weekly schedules and hope to share this valuable life skill with the rest of the Paraguay team. 
 

Return to Ghana: Kelley and I enjoyed a wonderful ministry in Ghana for two weeks last summer 
teaching The Theology of Rest. While we hope to return in the next couple of years, we do not know if it 
will happen in 2014. 
 

Sincerely Serving Together in Christ,   Jim Anderson  productiverest@brainerd.net 
Pastoral Care            Kelley Johnson  Kelley.johnson@frontiernet.net 

mailto:productiverest@brainerd.net
mailto:Kelley.johnson@frontiernet.net


 

Mission Mobilizer Report  
 
 
Dear NCD Pastors and Church Delegates, 
 
In Matthew 9:37, Then Jesus said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few.” 
 
Our Focus is to help mobilize Christians and NCD churches to become Great Commission 
Christians and Great Commission Churches.  We do this through training, consulting, 
networking, promoting and leading mission initiatives. 
 
Areas That We Are Promoting in 2014: 
 
Mini Global Outreach Summits - The mini-summit focuses on churches within a pastor cluster 
group.  Workshops, discussion times, and networking are the key focus areas of these summits.  
Information for future training events will be promoted in local pastor clusters and on the 
ncdefca.org website and in the Zipline newsletter.  We are looking to schedule more summits 
this year.  Let us know if you are interested in hosting or attending a mission summit in your 
area. 
 
Mission Consultations - We are available to come to your church to speak.  We can help your 
church to think strategically about local and global outreach.  We are available for Sunday 
school, preaching, consultations during the week and for weekend mission training. 
   
NCD Mission Council - Jeff Gagnon from Brooklyn Park EFC and Ben Green from EFC of 
Willmar are members of this mission council.  Let us know how we can serve you as NCD 
Mission Council members.  Let us know if you would like to serve on our NCD mission council. 
  
ReachGlobal Asia Justice Initiatives focuses on human trafficking.  Today, there are 29.8 
million human slaves in the world.  Kathy Austvold serves on the Asia Justice Initiatives team.  If 
you are interested in getting involved, want further information or wish to have Kathy come to 
your church to speak, please contact her at kathy.austvold@outlook.com.  
 
Developing a Mission Strategy - Local churches want to increase their mission effectiveness.  
We are helping new churches and well established churches develop a mission strategy. Take 
your church to the next level of mission awareness and involvement. 
      
Thank you for the opportunities that you are giving to us to serve you and your church.  We are 
grateful for your prayers and financial support.  Let us know how we can serve you in 2014.  
 
 
Steve & Kathy Austvold       
steve.austvold@ncdefca.org   
Kathy.austvold@efca.org  

mailto:kathy.austvold@outlook.com
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Student Ministries Report 
 

 
 

The diagram above is a picture summarizing Student Ministry’s of the NCD. I work closely with the 
National EFCA Student ministry team which results in a unified effort in all of these efforts.   
 

Let me explain the above picture. 
 

Engage – (with people and passion) These events are entry point for students and leaders. 
 Students --- District Blitz – Last year 3000 gathered in Duluth MN for a weekend of growth. 

This year is the date is April 25-27
th
 in Duluth.   

 --- Prayer events – We assist churches and groups of churches to have concerted 
prayer times.  This year we held 6 prayer events. 

 ---  CHALLENGE – is the Student ministry national conference held every other year.  
This summer it is in Kansas City.  We are expecting 6000 to attend.   More churches 
from Minnesota attend this conference than any other state. 

 Leaders --- Networks – Our goal is to provide a network for every youth worker within an 
hour of their church.  Right now we have 6 networks and that will be changing to 8 in the next 
year.  The goals of these times are Sharing & Caring for each other with a leaning toward 
asking questions about intentionally making disciples.  

 --- Youth Workers Retreat – This is a retreat for encouragement directed toward the 
whole youth worker family. This retreat is May 8-10

th
 at Camp Shamineau. 

 --- Rebound – This is a retreat for the husband and wife involved in youth work.  The 
national office organizes this retreat held early November. 

 

Equip – Equipping the head, heart and hands. 
 Students --- BUMP – Bridging Urban Ministry Project is a week-long inner city missions 

project 
 Leaders --- Training Tour – This is a evening training time at 4 locations around the state to 

equip both students, adults and youth workers in making disciples that make disciples.  This 
year we are aiming to hold this event in October and February. 

 --- Disciple Making Learning Community – This is a year commitment to intentionally 
grow as a disciplemaker for youth workers.  We have a monthly meeting with 
includes homework that is transferable to the ministry God has called you to. 

 

Expand – Movement for Multiplication  
 Leaders  ---   Advance Retreat – This 2-day retreat will focus on equipping youth workers 

that lead the networks.  This will be held end of November and the focus is leadership 
development. 

 

It has been my honor to serve the NCD of the EFCA to develop leaders in student ministry as a 
missionary for the past 6 years. 
 

Glenn Olson   glennolson@me.com 

mailto:glennolson@me.com


 

Family & Children’s Ministries Report 
 
 
“ . . things we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us.  We will . . . tell to the 
coming generation . . .”  Psalm 78:3-4 
 
 
Generational impact is a main component of discipleship through families. The NCD supports 
Family and Children’s Ministries in its churches by providing a volunteer coordinator who assists 
in networking district churches, consults on ministry needs and helps to direct local church 
leaders to resources. The goal is to help churches in their mission to make disciples of all 
people, which includes all ages.  
 
Highlights from this year include: 
 

 The NCD representative for Family and Children’s Ministries (currently Julie Andersen, 

Trinity EFC in Lakeville) consulted with a number of churches around the district through 

phone calls, e-mails and on-site visits.    

 A quarterly network meeting for ministry leaders with interest in Family and Children’s 

Ministry occurred quarterly on the 2nd Thursday of May, August, November and 

February.  Attendance has been between 12 and 30 for these meetings, which provide a 

focus for discussion and networking, as well as occasional guest speakers on topics 

relevant to Family & Children’s ministry.   

 Networking enabled churches to share resources for VBS, curriculum and ministry 

partnerships. 

 The EFCA Facebook page for Family and Children’s Ministry continues to promote 

family and children’s ministry, and enables discussions and idea-sharing.  

 The Family Ministry Toolkit Conference, co-sponsored by Trinity EFC in Lakeville and 

NextStep Resources, occurred last year on April 20 and this year on March 15.  Multiple 

workshops offered training and resources for Family and Children’s Ministry. 

 

 

Looking ahead: 

 The quarterly networking meeting will continue to meet on the 2nd Thursday of May, 

August, November and February, from noon to 4:00 pm.  Check the NCD website for 

information on the location and topics.   

 
 
For His glory,   
Julie Andersen  
jandersen@trinityefc.net 
 

mailto:jandersen@trinityefc.net


  

Senior Adult Ministries Report 
 
 
The Senior Adult Ministries Council thanks God for the encouragement of the last year of 
ministry that is endeavored to provide. 
 

The Senior Celebration on April 9, 2013, at Rockpoint Church gathered a healthy group 
of 200+ from around the district to enjoy music from Jerry & Ginger Dallin, The Songmasters 
and Dr. Lareau & Evie Lindquist of Barnabas, International, who offered two messages that 
day.  Expanded resources for seniors’ needs and interests were addressed in several display 
booths from organizations and businesses with services to share. 
 

The 23rd Annual Fall Festival took place once again at Camp Shamineau on 
September 9-10, 2013. The theme of the conference, Turn the Tide: Courage or Compromise 
in an Age of Political Correctness, was developed by the featured speaker, Dr. Raleigh & 
Paulette Washington of Promise Keepers.  Our special musical guests were The Men of 
Praise Quartet. There was enthusiastic response from those attending. Attendence hovered 
around 165. 

 
On February 6, 2014, the Council hosted a Seniors’ Leadership Forum at First Free in 

Minneapolis.  Several representatives from district churches came together to enjoy a 
stimulating seminar on The Intergenerational Church, sharing the concepts from the book by 
the same title by Peter Menconi.  Betty Swanson, one of the newer members of our Council 
provided an interesting and very practical look at this subject.   
 

Plans for later 2014 were established to feature Dr. Bob Ricker and Gary Froiland in 
the Spring Celebration in April and Dr. Jay Kesler at the retreat at Shamineau in September. 
 

The Council continues to consider ways to fan the flames of ministry to and with the 
senior population of our churches.  Therefore, we invite innovative ideas, offers of assistance by 
interested parties, and the prayers of everyone, as the doors of opportunity for the future are 
opening to us.   
 
 
Timothy A. Johnson, Chairman 
NCD Senior Adult Ministries Council 
timjohnson@mcmaonline.org 
 



 
 

God has blessed Camp Shamineau and Rock Ridge as places where people come to experience 
Him in new and special ways. It is fun to hear the stories of life change and the generational 
connection that happens from year to year. It is fun to watch how God uses a camp in central 
Minnesota and a camp in northern Minnesota to allow people to come and sit in His presence. So 
many exciting things happened this year, here is a sample: 

Staff | The camp staff is a true blessing from God. From the leadership of Herb Bloomquist, Larry 
Johnson, Jeff Cueva, and Tim Moe to the interns and everyone in between - we have a great staff. 
Kids are encouraged year after year as they see familiar, friendly faces running video cameras, 
working the waterfront, cooking meals and fixing up the place. They also benefit from the number of 
staff directly investing in their lives and pouring into them relationally and spiritually. Our internship 
program continues to raise up the next generation of leaders and is incredibly valuable to the 
function of the camp. It is clear that all the staff members are passionate to serve and bring people 
into God’s presence. 

Facilities | As the country was going through an economic downturn several years ago, I read that 
the successful organizations are the ones that avoid the temptation to cut back on facilities to save 
funds. The organizations that are successful are the ones that continue to work on infrastructure 
even with reduced budgets. Camp Shamineau is a perfect example of this strategy. We have 
focused on camp improvements to keep up with the demands and wear and tear of hundreds of 
people using the buildings and grounds weekly. However, we continue to wait on state approval of 
the sewer and water for the gym. Please pray for the navigation of red tape and for a quick 
resolution to allow us to move forward. Rock Ridge also saw several major facility improvements as 
well. A few of the 2013 projects were:   (CS – Camp Shamineau, RR – Rock Ridge) 
 

 ● New roofs on: north side of CS Dining ● CS Thorwall interior painted. 
  Hall, camp residence, Larch cabin, Nature ● CS Kitchen office added 
  Center, Corral loft, and RR storage shed. ● CS DH lounge area added. 
 ● CS Skyview roof insulated ● CS Gym game room added 
 ● Irrigation system at CS Dining Hall lawn ● CS Oak Hollow sound booth  
 ● CS Dining Hall landscaping with new  reconstructed. 
  benches and shrubs ● Completed remodel of RR Eagel’s Nest 
 ● 50 new mattress covers at CS  cabin 
 ● CS Skyview cabins landscaped for ● Remodel of RR DH bathrooms. 
  drainage ● Winterization of RR residence. 
 ● Electric added in CS DH Gazebo. 
 

Rock Ridge | Our site near Ely, Minnesota continues to be a special place for groups and individuals 
to experience the beauty of God’s creation. Already we have groups booked for almost the entire 
summer. With that comes the reality of finishing the year in the black for the first time in years and 
being able to plan for a future at Rock Ridge that is incredible. We have been blessed by Directors 
Tim and Cindy Moe and Mike Keller, with his wife Erin, as the Tripping Coordinator and head dog 
sled guru. 

Finances | Money is simply a way to support ministry and to create opportunities for God to change 
lives. Your ongoing generosity combined with God’s blessing resulted in a very positive year: 

 We are on schedule to pay our loans off several years early. 
 For the 9th consecutive year, we are in the black. 

On behalf of the Shamineau Ministries Board, I want to thank you for your ongoing generosity. In 
addition to your financial support, the hours you dedicate to volunteering and praying makes an 
incredible and powerful impact. The ministry could not function without you. We are truly blessed 
that God has continued to allow us to glorify Him. 
 

Mike Brinkman 
Camp Shamineau Board Chair 



Deeper Life Bible Camp Report 
 
Come grow with us as we look at IDENTITY at Deeper Life Bible Camp this summer.  Some of 
the questions we will be asking ourselves are:  Who do you think you are?  Who are you?  We  
search for meaning,  significance,  value and so much more in our lives.  The search is 
strenuous and usually leaves us feeling  more empty and confused.    What if there was more?  
What if we were defined by something or someone who doesn’t change?  What if the source of 
our identity is something greater than ourselves,  what if our true identity is found only in the 
One who made us?  That makes sense,  doesn’t it?     The Maker sets the value.  Perhaps we 
can only discover who we really are when we discover the wonder of the One who makes us 
and holds us together and in Him we find our true identity.  Join us on this journey to discover 
who we really are,  as we discover who God is,  we will discover who He makes us. 
 
2014 DLBC dates:   

Sr.  II  (11/12 graders)….June 15 - 21  
Sr. I  (9/10 graders)…..June 22 - 28 

 Primary Days (½ graders)..June 29 - July 1 
 Jr. I  (¾ graders)…..July 6 - 12 
 Jr.  II  (5/6 graders)…July 13 - 19 
 Jr. H   (7/8 graders)…July 20 - 26 
 Soul Fuel (post high)…July 31 - August 3 
 Couples’ Weekend…August 29 - September 1 
 
Come join us and learn with us, build relationships with friends and a stronger relationship with 
the Lord.  Brochures are available by calling the camp phone (218) 835 - 4902, or registering on 
line at   DLBCONLINE.COM.  Our mailing address is:  PO Box 27  Blackduck,  Minnesota  
56630. 
 
Camping season 2013 brought us three hundred thirty-two campers from grades one to twelve.  
Approximately one-hundred adults were involved in the two adult weekends.   25.3% of these 
campers were first timers, 15.06% made decisions to follow Christ for salvation, 17.77% made a 
rededication of their lives, and 7.23% made other spiritual decisions while attending their week 
of camp including baptism.  How many more decisions and seeds were planted? 
 
Another big NEW for us was the all camp celebration in September.  This was an afternoon and 
evening of appreciation for our prayer warriors, financial givers, and workers and staff.  We 
enjoyed a blue grass concert followed by an evening dinner of pork loin and all the fixings 
served by DLBC Board.  We cannot say thanks enough to all those who participate in this 
ministry for our Lord and Savior.  Lives are continually being changed and relationships are 
being built around HIS word.   
 
Spring work is ahead of us as weather permits.  Please continue to pray for us to remain faithful 
in HIS ministry as we reach out to Christian and non-Christian individuals.  Pray also for 
individuals to have the desire to be in leadership on the board, and for the camp staff. 
 
Deeper Life Bible Camp 
20380 N. Blackduck Lake Rd.  NE    (physical address) 
PO Box 27 
Blackduck,  Minnesota   56630    
(218) 835 - 4902 
 
Deeper Life Bible Camp is located outside of Blackduck, MN on Blackduck Lake. Begun in 1941, Deeper 
Life is owned and operated by EFCA churches in northern Minnesota. 



 
 

Elim’s mission is to glorify God by serving older adults with compassion, excellence and 
innovation.  Here are a few ways in which we carry out that mission on behalf of the North 
Central District: 
 

For the past five years Elim has been working to support local EFC congregations that have a 
desire to begin or expand a Faith Community Nursing (formerly known as Parish Nursing) 
program within their church.  In 2009 Mary Vander Werf (Brooklyn Park EFC) joined the Elim 
Care staff as a dedicated resource person available to churches, and existing Faith Community 
Nurses, to support this effort. God has blessed Mary’s effort and today she supports a network 
of 50 nurses serving in 36 churches, 26 of them EFCA congregations.  The EFC churches that 
Mary supports are listed below. Elim is a proud ministry partner with the North Central District 
and each of these congregations: 
 

Brooklyn Park EFC  Calvary, EFC     Coon Rapids EFC  CrossPoint EFC  
EFC of Embarrass  Elim Mission Cokato    Faith EFC, Austin  First Free, Minneapolis 
Lakes EFC   Lakewood EFC    Lifespring, Crosby  Maple Grove EFC 
Milaca EFC   Morris EFC     New Hope Church  Oxlip EFC 
Pleasant Valley EFC  Rockpoint EFC    Sandstone EFC   Thief River Falls EFC 
Trinity EFC   Valley EFC     Village EFC   Watertown EFC 
Wayzata EFC   Bethel EFC, Fargo (Northern Plains District) 
 

We want to give a special thank you to First EFC of Maplewood and Cross Point EFC in 
Bloomington.  These congregations have been participating in our new “Church Connect” 
program.  This program seeks to build stronger connections between our ministry sites and a 
nearby EFC congregation.  Hank Griffith, Chaplain at New Harmony, reports that as a result of 
our strengthened relationship with the Maplewood church, our New Harmony Care Center in St. 
Paul has benefited from a stronger volunteer base, increased pastoral visits and heightened 
awareness of Elim as a ministry of the EFCA.  A similar outcome has been achieved between 
Redeemer Health and Rehab Center and Cross Point Church.  Several of our Elim Care Board 
members are active members at Cross Point as well. 
 

The Lord continued to bless Elim’s ministry throughout the past year.  On December 13 we 
moved into our brand new health care center in Bismarck.  The Baptist Health Care Center is a 
state-of-art building offering mostly private rooms and small neighborhoods for the 140 residents 
who make their home there.  In Newton, Iowa, a new 24 unit skilled nursing addition to our 
Newton Village community is under construction and will open in May.  In Buffalo, Minnesota, 
Lakeside Oasis will open in July.  This is a 5 person special care unit designed for end of life 
care in the tradition of a residential “hospice house”.  Lakeside Oasis is attached to our Lake 
Ridge Care Center community and has spectacular views overlooking Lake Buffalo.  In January, 
Haven Homes of Maple Plain (Minnesota) merged with Elim Care.  The campus includes a 
skilled nursing center and an attached assisted living community. Prior to merging with Elim, 
Haven Homes was a community-based, non-profit organization.  The board of Haven Homes 
determined it was in their best interest to seek a sponsor to take over the day-to-day operations 
of the campus and chose Elim, primarily because of our commitment to a vibrant spiritual care 
ministry. 
 

Elim continues to be a dynamic ministry of the North Central District.  We deeply appreciate the 
continued support of our mission with your financial gifts, your volunteer time and your prayers.  
 

Robert Dahl 
President, Elim Care 



Faith Community Nursing Report 
 

 
“Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”  II Corinthians 4:16 
 

FCN is a specialty of the American Nurses Association.  In ANA’s Scope and Standards they define Faith 
Community Nursing as “A specialized practice of professional nursing that focuses on the intentional care 
of the spirit as well as on the promotion of wholistic health and prevention or minimization of illness within 
the context of a faith community.” 
 

The North Central District Faith Community Nursing (Parish Nursing) Ministry began 1999 by seeking to 
connect and network with the existing EFCA NCD Faith Community Nurses.  In 2009 Elim Care hired a 
part time Faith Community Nursing Coordinator to oversee this ministry.  The mission of Elim’s FCN 
ministry is to work with congregations and communities in a collaborative effort by integrating Biblical 
principles into areas of health and wellness.  The FCN cares for the physical, emotional, relational and 
spiritual needs of individuals and families of all ages. 
 

Our churches are often the first resource that people reach out to in a health crisis.  Our FCN provide a 
presence and are an advocate for those in crisis.  Faith Community Nurses also educate, encourage, 
recruit and train other members of the church body to help meet the immediate and ongoing needs 
presented through hospitalization, death or health concerns. 
 

What’s happening now at Elim Faith Community Nurse Ministry? 

 Elim FCN program is an outreach to North Central District EFCA churches as well as other churches 
that do not have their own denominational network.  As of January 2014, Elim has 50 FCN in 36 
churches (27 EFCA churches).  25% of these nurses have paid positions. 

 Beginning in the fall of 2013 we began offering an ongoing $1,000 Matching Grant to EFCA NCD 
churches (up to 5/year) to start new Faith Community Nurse Ministry.  (2013 recipient – Wayzata 
EFCA) 

  Each fall we offer a workshop to nurses, pastors and leaders on a health related topic relevant to our 
churches.  On October 25, 2014 at New Hope Church our topic will be “Living Well with Mental 
Illness:  Equipping the Church”. 

 Bioethics Seminar:  We are partnering with the North Central District to sponsor a seminar on this 
important topic.  It will be held at New Hope Church on October 5 & 6, 2015.  Mark your calendars 
now. 

 Offering Elim’s new Speaker Resource to our churches   Topics/speakers are listed on our web site. 

 Regional Networking Meetings:  Because our nurses are spread out over the state, we have 
partnered with Covenant Parish Nurse Network (a total of 100 nurses in 70 churches) to form regional 
groups that meet to provide mutual support, learn and be energized in ministry. 

 Maintain communication by providing monthly email ‘Communiqué newsletters to over 150 nurses 
and interested persons; provide FCN web site (includes a FCN video) - www.elimcare.org/fcn and 
EFCA FCN Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/EFCANurseNetwork 

 Working alongside EFCA/EQUIP and instructor, Paula Lilja, to provide an online 36 hour FCN course 
which is required to assume the title of FCN.  www.elimcare.org/fcnonlinecourse 

 

Does your church have a Faith Community Nurse?  I am available to help make this a reality in your 
church. 
 

Mary Van Der Werf, Elim Faith Community Nurse Coordinator 
mvanderw@elimcare.org, 952-259-4461 
 

“Faith Community Nursing is a specialized ministry of the church focused on the whole person- body, 

mind and spirit- in the context of individual, family and community relationships.  Its goal is to promote, 

maintain and restore health in the power of the Holy Spirit, reflective of the healing ministry of Jesus, 

resulting in glory brought to the Father.” 

Joann Wessman, RN, PhD, FCN 

http://www.elimcare.org/fcn
http://www.facebook.com/EFCANurseNetwork
http://www.elimcare.org/fcnonlinecourse
mailto:mvanderw@elimcare.org


2014 Conference Action Items 
 

 Voting on acceptance of churches: The Lighthouse (Hackensack, MN),  Grace 
Community Church (New Ulm, MN) 

 Voting on the 2014-2015 District budget 

 Voting on District Superintendent and Director of Church Planting 

 Voting on members to the District Board of Directors 

 
 

NCD Board of Director Nominees 
 

Chris Cundiff 
Chris has served as the pastor of Sandstone EFC since 2007. During his high 
school years he was convinced of and later affirmed in a calling into ministry. He 
attended and graduated from Moody Bible Institute and completed the M.Div 
degree from TEDS in preparation for ministry. Chris and his wife, Katie, moved to 
Sandstone in October 2007 to begin serving the Sandstone EFC. Chris’ passions 
are being a godly husband and father to his wife Katie and his three children 
Rebekah (5 years old) Keturah (3 years old), and Josiah (11 months) preaching 
God's Word to himself and others, and watching God transform his life and others 
through the Scriptures (best part of the job!).  In his spare time he enjoys playing 

with his children, golf, hiking, camping, hunting, and fishing. 
 
 

Dale Robins 
Graduating from high school in Grand Marais, MN, Dale and moved to Detroit 
Lakes to attend Detroit Lakes Vo-Tech, enrolling in the auto mechanics 
program. In Detroit Lakes, Dale met and married Pat in 1981. After 
graduation, he worked for Daggett Trucking Company as a mechanic for 20 
years. It was during his last 2 years of employment that Dale felt that the Lord 
calling him to full time ministry. Dale says, “I finally listened when the call 
came for the third time.” He enrolled in Lutheran Brethren Seminary and 
graduated in June of 2000. Lake Eunice EFC called Dale as their pastor in 
2000 where he continues to serve. Besides preaching the Word of God, 

leading Bible studies, and visitation, Dale’s other interests include fishing (when possible), deer hunting, 
keeping track of the ships coming in and out of Duluth, and reading books. 
 
 

Larry Stromberg  
Larry has pastored CEFC since 1998. He is a graduate of Moody Graduate 
School, Chicago, IL, and previously pastored churches in Maine and Indiana. 
Larry and his wife, Chris, have four children. His passions are expository 
preaching and encouraging younger leaders.  In his “spare time” he can be found 
studying Spanish or hanging out with his grandson, Avery.  Larry is helplessly 
addicted to books, coffee, and the Chicago Cubs. 

 
 
 



 

Church Plants Seeking Affiliation 
 

The Lighthouse, Hackensack, MN 
The Lighthouse EFCA can be found “going to” the up-north community of Hackensack, MN., 
and beyond.  In 2003, two families that lived in Hackensack, but worshipped in Walker, were 
faithful to the leading of our Lord to pursue a church plant in their community. 
 
The ‘core group’ and mother church (Walker EFCA) called a pastor (Brian Swedburg) in 
October of 2003.  We opened our doors for public worship in June of 2004. Since then we have 
met for worship in the community ‘Senior Center,’ the movie theater in town, and beginning in 
June of 2013 in our own renovated building in the center of town. 
 
And yet, it is not a building that defines us, nor God’s ministry through us.  

The Lighthouse is a community of everyday people who gather, grow, and go with the 
Gospel.  We are grounded in the Bible, dependent on the Spirit, and growing in trust of 
the God Who loves us and gave His Son for us. We are sinners becoming over-comers; 
failures becoming forgivers; friends becoming family; the saved becoming the sent. In all 
of this, the Lighthouse desires to be a beacon of the Gospel, the presence of God’s 
Kingdom in our community and world. 

 
We are grateful to partner with you, the many churches of the EFCA, as the one church of all 
who confess Jesus our LORD, in the ministry of the Gospel.  
 
 
 

Grace Community Church, New Ulm, MN 
Grace Community Church is located in the historic community of New Ulm, MN.  Established 
along the shores of the Minnesota River where it converges with the Cottonwood River, the city 
was founded by German Immigrants and is known for its strong link to its German heritage. 
 
Several years ago the Mankato Evangelical Free Church made the observation that there were 
a number of families from New Ulm and the surrounding area attending their church on a 
regular basis.  Upon hosting a Church Multiplication Overview and in partnership with families 
from the area in and around New Ulm, the decision was made to pursue planting a church. 
 
With the assistance of the North Central District the plans moved forward and a pastor was 
called and arrived in 2011.  Following months of Core Team Training, Launch Team Training, 
Prayer Gatherings and Preview Worship Services, Weekly Worship services began in 
September of 2012. 
 
The Church has enjoyed many firsts in the past year and a half.  It welcomed its first members 
(32) at a celebration service in January of 2013.  It has held its first Baptism Service, formalized 
the Elder, Deacon, and Leadership Team positions, grown its Small Group Ministry to the point 
where there are as many or more adults attending a small group held during the week than 
attend worship on a Sunday morning, is financially supporting a new church plant in the region 
and is beginning a new small group in another community in the area with the hope of 
partnering with a neighboring EFC to begin a new church plant there. 
 
Our Goal of “Knowing Christ Personally, Loving and Sharing Him Passionately” directs our 
efforts to multiply disciples and to multiply churches that we might be a part of growing Christ’s 
Kingdom in Southern Minnesota and beyond. 



North Central District 2014  
Sample Ballot 

 

 
 

District Superintendent (3-year term)  

 
____  Yes ___  No Tom Mouw * 

 
 
 

Director of Church Planting (3-year term) 

 
____  Yes ___  No Dan Moose * 

 
 
 

Board of Directors (3-year term, affirm 3 total) 

 
Chris Cundiff * ____  Yes ____  No 

Dale Robins ____  Yes ____  No 

Larry Stromberg * ____  Yes ____  No 

 
* Currently serving; eligible for another term 

 
 
Voice vote taken to accept 2014-2015 Budget and Churches seeking affiliation 
 



 
 

 

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 
 

 

2014-2015                  
BUDGET 

  

      

  
2014-2015 2013-2014 2012-2013 

 

  
Proposed Budget Actual 

 

      Fair Share  $         372,500   $       360,500   $       348,174  
 Individual/Estate/Services  $           50,700   $        50,700   $        53,038  
 Personal Support  $         243,000   $       239,000   $       279,098  
 Conferences  $           63,000   $        62,000   $        70,316  
 Other Income  $           20,750   $        19,500   $        16,395  
 Total Income  $         749,950   $       731,700   $       767,020  
 

      

      

      Compensation  $         580,205   $       567,025   $       551,124  
 Employee Expense  $           35,275   $        33,775   $        33,076  
 Staff Development  $           22,225   $        22,225   $        21,085  
 Board Expense  $             1,900   $          1,900   $             449  
 Administration  $           58,490   $        48,140   $        58,050  
 Conferences  $           33,000   $        33,000   $        35,763  
 Program Expenses  $           11,600   $        20,600   $          9,650  
 Capital Acquisitions  $                    -   $                 -   $        18,423  
 Total Expenses  $         742,695   $       726,665   $       727,621  
 

Net Income  $             7,255   $          5,035   $        39,399  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


