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After reading Mike Sechler’s CaringBridge comments from the day of his son, Micah’s 

passing and my attending Micah’s funeral, any attempt to talk about hope on my part may 

come across as shallow. Compared to all that the Sechlers have experienced, culminating 

in Micah’s death, all grief that I have ever experienced has been a wade in the shallow 

end of sorrow’s pool. I must say that after sixty-one years, my hope in Christ has not yet 

faced the test for Robust Hope. With that said, I simply want to relate to all of you Pastor 

Mike’s hope-filled words: 

 

CaringBridge comments written by Mike Sechler  

 

I count it the greatest privilege to have been blessed by the Lord to be Micah's Dad 

on this earth for the last 12 years. It was also my great privilege to walk with him 

through all of the illnesses through the years, especially the last 6 months. Finally, it 

was a tremendous privilege to be by his side when he went to be with Jesus.  

 

I love my boy, and I love Jesus.  

 

Here is what I wrote early this morning in my personal journal: 

 

"Sitting at the bedside of my dying son at 3:48 in the morning, I am weeping like 

crazy. Bertrand Russell once said that ‘no one can sit at the bedside of a dying child 

and believe in God.’ Well I beg to differ. My faith is the thing that strengthens me. 

How else can I make it through? We cannot do anything else. This fire drains away 

everything else. Nothing else satisfies my soul. I would love to save my son. I 

would easily give my life for his, but God has not chosen that path for us. He has 

chosen a vale of tears, but He will walk through it with me." 

 

Jesus walks with us, and now Micah is walking with Jesus. 

 

         Mike Sechler 

 

 

I think you will agree that this is the evidence of a living hope the Apostle Peter was 

talking about. 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead . . . (1 Peter 1:3 NIV) 
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