
“Real Hope stares us in the face, but we do not see him. Instead, we dig into the mound 

of human ideas to extract a tiny shard of insight. ”  (Paul Tripp, NCD 2012 District 

Conference) 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Hope Is a Who! 

 

Emphasis: To produce Hope-Filled Pastors who rid themselves of personal and 

professional idols to promote the God of Hope without idols. 

 
 “

For they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you 

turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God…” (I Thessalonians 1:9) 
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As sinners, we have a natural bent to turn away from the Creator to serve the 

creation. We turn away from hope in a Person to hope in systems, ideas, people, 

or possessions. Real Hope stares us in the face, but we do not see him. Instead, we 

dig into the mound of human ideas to extract a tiny shard of insight.
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God-made Idols 

 

The earth, the sun, the moon and stars were all made by God and, to this day, have all 

been worshiped by man in acts of idolatry. Add to the list fish, reptiles and animals, 

including the human body. All were made by God and worshipped by man. The more 

athletic or beautiful people become, the greater the temptation to worship them in real life 

or on the cover of a magazine. The temptation to worship what God has made has never 

been greater. Remember, all an idol has to be is a false hope that I invite or allow to 

position itself between me and the true and living hope I have in Jesus Christ.   

 

Man-made Idols 

 

Idols are also man-made. Since the human species is made in the image of the Creator, 

man is highly creative and glorifies God by his creativity. Unfortunately, the dark side of 

man is prone to worship the works of his hands or the products of his mind: “Their land 

is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to what their fingers have 

made.” (Isaiah 2:8) 

 

Modern versions of man-made idols may include works of art, buildings, cars, the 

numerous results of technology and technology itself. Add to that list the various methods 

and systems that make for a convenient, comfortable and amusing lifestyle. Blessed with 

creativity by the Almighty Creator, contemporary man is producing more potential 
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objects and systems of worship than ever before. Thus, we are more likely to be idolaters 

than ever before. The “we” I am referring to, by the way, includes me as a pastor.   

 

I am likely to trust any communications or computer device that makes life easier for me. 

I am also tempted to place hope in methodologies and systems that promise to multiply 

believers and produce wholehearted followers of Christ. To prove the point, I have a 

cabinet full of personalized three-ring seminar notebooks and training manuals that tell 

me how to witness, how to preach, how to teach the Bible, how to do short-term 

missions, etc. In my eagerness to do it right, I am tempted to elevate hope in systems 

above the living hope and Person of Jesus Christ. Make no mistake! The training is 

helpful and good. But such training is prone to abuse in a world of automation, where we 

are used to plugging in, turning on, letting go and waiting for the promised results.  

 

Similarly, we take the training, implement the program, plug in workers who are trained 

in the system, set it in motion and monitor the results from time to time. Not only are we 

exhausted from expending the energy necessary to implement new programs, the object 

of our hope may have changed from the Eternal Person of Hope to a temporal system that 

promises to produce desired outcomes. The more positive the outcomes, the more we are 

apt to hope in them despite the depletion of radiant hope in our lives.  

 

Granted, strategies, systems, programs and methods are necessary, and they have their 

place. However, when we allow them to take the place of the Living Hope in our lives, 

they subtly become idols. Hope is a Who, not a how-to!  

 

“For you have been my hope, O Sovereign LORD, my confidence since my youth.” 

(Psalm 71:5) 
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