
Read about Max Fisk, one Hope-filled pastor whose hope was fulfilled when he recently went 

home to be with the Lord.  

  

Approximately seven years ago I met Max Fisk. He had volunteered to help encourage ministers 

in any way possible. It didn’t take me long to conclude that he had much to offer. Not only was 

Max rich in pastoral experience, his walk with the Lord was as renewing as a warm spring rain. 

While his aging body restricted his range of activity, his spirit still revealed a passionate love for 

Christ and all that Christ loved. When I needed a paragraph for my book depicting someone 

whose life oozed with the pleasure of God, Max immediately came to mind: 

 

Recently I met a man whose experience in this mode of pleasure far exceeds mine. After 

fifty-one years of enjoyable marriage he has been a widower for the past six years. At the 

age of seventy-eight, Max is a retired minister living on Social Security. If anyone is 

worthy of a life of full-time leisure, it is Max. He has earned his keep, serving churches 

for over a half century. However, stooping to a life of leisure has no appeal to him. His 

hobby is helping people. He serves as interim pastor where needed, encourages pastors to 

hang in there, and gently counsels unwed couples living together to break it off or get 

married. 

 

I sense no driven workaholic tendencies in the man. Max portrays pure pleasure in God 

and a passion to see God loom large in the lives of others. Max has the contentment many 

crave but few find. He is living the pleasure of God.
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Max finished well because he was a Hope-filled pastor. Now his hope is fulfilled in the presence 

of his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13 NIV) 

 

NCD Pastoral Care 

Jim Anderson  

 

Obituary: Pastor Max Fisk of St. Croix Falls died Thursday, March 22, at Parmly LifePoints in 

Chisago City at the age of 85. Max was born March 9, 1927, in Taylors Falls to Rupert and 

Violet Fisk. He graduated from St. Croix Falls High School in 1944. He attended Northwestern 

Bible College, graduating in 1948. Shortly after graduating, he and Ruth were married at 

Riverside Free Church in Minneapolis. During WWII, he served in the US Army. He worked 

with the Billy Graham Evangelical Association for many years and was a pastor all of his life. In 

his free time he enjoyed fishing, writing, speaking at camps, working with youth, Facebook and 

blogging. Max was preceded in death by his parents, wife Ruth, sons Donovan, Joel, grandson 

Ryan Fisk, and brother Dwight. He is survived by sons Duane (Betty) of Wyoming, MN, Mike 

(Trish) of Osceola, Rich (Becky) of Shafer, Tim (Cheryl) of Glencoe, 11 grandchildren, 14 great-

grandchildren, sister Marge Rousselow of Balsam Lake, nieces, nephews and friends.
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