
Title: “Forgiving Others, Where do I Begin?”  

 

I recently had breakfast with a Jewish man. We both enjoyed eating a “healthy” helping of 

bacon. That’s right, I said bacon! That is because he declared himself to be a Reform Jew, 

meaning that he had many more liberties than Orthodox Jews.  

 

I was a little surprised to hear him say that he had no problem with Jesus being an excellent 

teacher and a good human. I was more surprised to hear him say that to this day Jews are most 

afraid of being killed by Christians. Obviously, the Holocaust looms enormous in their minds to 

this day. He also cited the lynching of Leo Frank in 1915.   

 

I was curious regarding his thoughts on forgiveness, given the abuse of Jews throughout history. 

I was pleasantly surprised to hear the man focus, not about getting revenge for the suffering 

Jews, but on repentance. “What remains is for us to repent of our own sins before God.” I agreed 

that repentance of our own sin and all that we have been forgiven is where forgiving others must 

begin.  

 

There is a close connection throughout scripture between being forgiven and forgiving. Jesus 

told a parable about a merciful king who forgave his servant an enormous debt. When the same 

servant refused to forgive a debtor a much smaller debt, the king said to him, 
“
You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have 

had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” (Matthew 18:32-33-ESV).  

Perhaps this one-liner from what is known as “The Lord’s Prayer” best sums-up God’s 

perspective and procedure toward forgiveness: “And forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12).   
 

The Apostle Paul’s appeals regarding forgiveness are entirely consistent with the Gospels: Be 

kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  

(Ephesians 4:32) ...bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive (Colossians 

3:13).  In each case, the process of forgiving others begins with our own relationship with the 

Almighty and what He has forgiven us.  

 

Forgiveness is more about what we have been forgiven 

than about what we have to forgive. 

 

Many of you are very familiar with Peacemaker Ministries and what has been coined “The 

Four Gs”. The second G in resolving conflicts is Get the Log Out of Your Eye, based on Mark 

11:25. My best attempts at bringing peace to people in conflict with one another have begun, not 

with a detailed interpretation of what has happened and who did what. Rather, I find it helpful to 

begin with the question: “Who will be first to state how they have fueled the conflict at hand?” In 

other words, “Who admits to having a speck, sliver, two-by-four or beam in their eye? After a 

long pause, someone admits to contributing to the conflict and asks forgiveness of the Lord and 

one another. Before long, everyone drops their stones.  
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