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MINISTRY EXPERIENCE D.Min. 
Marriage and Family Ministry, Bethel 
Seminary (anticipated 2014) • M.A. 
Educational Ministry, Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School • B.A. Biblical Studies 
and Evangelism, Moody Bible Institute 
• Undergraduate Studies in Psychology 
and Philosophy, Northeastern Illinois 
University • Senior Pastor of Maple Grove 
Evangelical Free Church for 20 years 
• 34 years in local church ministry with 
youth and family life education, pastoral 
training and theology including over 20 
years experience in Pastoral Counseling 
(marriage, family, premarital, and 
individual) • Police (NAPC) and hospital 
chaplaincy experience

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING Solution Oriented Brief 
Marriage Therapy (Michele Weiner-
Davis) • Peacemaker Ministry: Confl ict 
Coaching/ Biblical Confl ict Resolution 
• 2012 Minnesota Couples on the Brink 
Therapists Workshop – University of 
Minnesota: Basic Discernment Counseling 
• Founding Member of Crisis Marriages 
in Faith Communities Project 2010-2012 
• Governance Board Training • Disciple 
Making Church Leadership Development 
Series

RUSS BERG

11525 88th Avenue North
Maple Grove, MN 55369

612.207.3504
berg.russ1@gmail.com

CHANGING the culture of divorce 
ONE MARRIAGE at a time

DISCERNMENT COUNSELING

=

 PASTORAL COUNSELING

EQUIPPING & COACHING



DISCERNMENT COUNSELING
changing the culture of divorce 

one marriage at a time

PASTORAL COUNSELING
encouraging individuals and families

EQUIPPING & COACHING
training pastors and churches

Equipping and training pastors and 
church leaders will provide even 

better resources for those seeking counsel 
and direction. Teaching the principles of 
Discernment Counseling can revolutionize 
current approaches to working with crisis 
marriages and help change the culture 
of divorce. By multiplying those trained to 
help, more marriages may be saved. 

Pastoral counseling has been an 
integral part of Russ’ pastoral ministry 

for the past 30 years. Helping people 
face challenges and obstacles in their 
life while seeking the healing hand of 
Christ encourages positive life change. 
We encourage individuals and families to 
make personal and relational changes in 
order to live out their God-given purposes 
and passions.

Discernment Counseling is a new 
approach focused on helping 

couples understand that divorce is not 
their only option. This unique protocol 
reaches couples with a mixed agenda 
(one spouse leaning in, one leaning out) 
by helping them consider their alternatives 
and slow the divorce process down. Jesus 
has the power to heal relationships and 
bring distant spouses back to a loving 
relationship with Him and each other.

Russ is Director of Pastoral Training & 
Church Development for HOPE FOR 
THE HURTING HOME (HHH). This 
ministry helps husbands and wives enter 
into a deeper personal relationship with 
Christ by experiencing the restorative 
power of God in their marriages. HHH is 
a faith support ministry. Russ and Melody 
will be building a prayer and support 
team and would love to share their vision 
and fi nancial goals with you personally. 
For more information, e-mail them 
at berg.russ1@gmail.com or visit 
hopeforthehurtinghome.com.

“After 35 years as a university teacher 
and marriage therapist, I see the project 
that Russ is spearheading as one of just 
a handful of initiatives with the greatest 
potential to change the culture of 
divorce in America.” - Dr. Bill Doherty, Di-
rector of Minnesota Couples on the Brink 
Project & former head of the Marriage 
and Family Therapy department at the 
University of Minnesota

Russ Berg has a heart for helping 
people make life changes through 

the transforming work of Christ. As a pastor 
of more than 34 years, he has witnessed 
the breakdown of the family as a result of 
struggling marriages. His passion for helping 
to save marriages prompted him to pursue 
a doctorate in Marriage and Family Ministry. 
Now with the backing of Hope for the Hurting 
Home and the Minnesota Couples on the 
Brink Project, Russ is helping to change the 
culture of divorce one marriage at a time. 
This new and growing initiative provides 
assistance to couples on the brink of divorce 
by giving them an opportunity to slow the 
process down and consider other alternatives 
that could ultimately save their marriage and 
keep their families together. Russ has been 
married to Melody for more than 38 years. They 
have 2 grown daughters and 5 grandchildren.
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through hopeforthehurtinghome.com or by 
contacting Russ at berg.russ1@gmail.com


