
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from the NCD Task Force—August 2015 
 
A significant part of the observation stage of our work is understanding present and future 
trends—specifically those that impact our mission to make disciples and multiply churches. 
Members of the Task Force have been sharing research about these trends, and we also spent 
time with John Mayer of CityVision, which prints the CityView Report. Here are three areas to 
highlight:  
 

1. The “unaffiliated” are rising in MN. The Pew Forum recently released data showing 
that the “unaffiliated” or “nones” continue to grow, and the mainline denominations 
continue to decline. Evangelicalism is, at best, holding steady. According to the 
CityView Report, these shifts are also happening in our region. In other words, Lutheran 
and Catholics are declining, evangelicals are plateauing, and the “unchurched” (in 
addition to different faith affiliations such as Islam) are growing in our state.   

2. Ethnic diversity is increasing in MN. The Brookings Institute reports that Minnesota 
will be less than 50% white by 2044—shaped largely by our growing immigrant 
population. CityView explains that the Twin Cities has the largest “Somali, Hmong, 
Oromo Ethiopian, Liberian, Karen Burmese, and Anuak populations in the U.S., as well 
as the second largest Tibetan concentration.” Although many of these new immigrants 
are located in population centers, many of our small towns and rural areas also have an 
immigrant presence. Like in other areas of the U.S., the new evangelicalism will be 
ethnically diverse.  

3. Urban centers are growing in MN. Most of Minnesota’s growth is occurring in 
population centers, with more rural counties shrinking. According to the Star Tribune, 
Minneapolis recently passed the 400,000 mark and St. Paul recently passed the 
300,000 mark. This shift is creating an “urban-rural” divide in MN. These demographic 
shifts will impact the types of people we will need to reach in our local churches. 
Churches in city centers will be ministering to more affluent and educated millennials 
and empty nesters seeking walkability. Churches in the suburbs will see an increase in 
ethnic and economic diversity. Churches in rural areas will be ministering to an aging 
and blue-collar demographic.  

 
These are only three of the many trends we’re considering during this observation phase. In 
order to continue our mission to “multiply transformational churches among all people,” and to 
“reach the generations together,” we need to consider what challenges future leaders of the 
NCD will face. 
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