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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders,  
     Greetings in Christ.  Urbana15 is now history.  Over 16,000 students from 88 countries, staff, volunteers and mission agency workers gathered in St. Louis for the latest Urbana conference.  Urbana is sponsored by Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship.  The Urbana conference is held 
every three years.  Urbana helps us understand how to better relate to university students today.  See how this article might help you as well. 

 The theme for Urbana was Learning God’s Story.  Bible expositions were brought each day from the book of Matthew. 
 One large poster explained the needs of the world:  650 million people don’t have 

access to safe water.  59.5 million are refugees today.  1.1 billion people live without access to electricity. One in nine people don’t have enough food. 3.1 billion people 
have not heard the gospel.  80% of humanity lives on less than $10 a day. 

 The persecuted church was a major focus one evening.  Urbana partnered with Open Doors USA.  Testimonies were shared from people who live in dangerous countries.  
Four ways were listed for how students can support the persecuted church.  1) Become a prayer partner with Open Doors.  2) Hold prayer meetings at your campus or church.  
Order wrist bands from Open Doors.  3) Write letters or record video messages of encouragement to persecuted Christians.  4) Provide information for your church.  Ask 
for watch lists to use as bulletin inserts and videos share in services. 

 David Platt, the author of Radical was the keynote speaker on the call to commitment.  “Jesus is worthy of your unashamed, unrestrained, undivided, unadulterated devotion.” 
There were 681 students who responded to the call to follow Jesus. 

 Short-team missions was a big emphasis.  Calls were made for students to give short-
term commitments to missions.  A big push was for students to go on one or two year missions service.  ReachGlobal was one of the agencies there promoting short-term. 

 Urbana was also controversial with a focus one evening on racial reconciliation and 
embracing “Black Lives Matter.”  Since Urbana is close to Ferguson, MO, different speakers and workshops focused more on what the church has failed to do.  You can 
read more about this topic by going to http://intervarsity.org/news/intervarsity-and-blacklivesmatter.  

 Some key books were also recommended including:  Great Commission Great 
Compassion by Paul Borthwick; Pray For The World by Jason Mandryk; Telling The Gospel Through Story by Christine Dillon and God of Justice by IJM. 

 Tips for Life After Urbana:  1) Rest and get some sleep.  2) Process time to debrief and interpret your experience.  Take time to pray, to journal and reflect with friends.  What did God do or say? 3) Move into mission.  What action steps did God call you to do?  
Study Scripture, intercede for the global Church and introduce friends to Jesus.  4) Share your story.  Think about how you’ll share what God did this week.   

 For churches, who had Urbana attendees, it would be good to have them share with your mission team what they experienced, learned and committed to do. Blessings, 
Steve Austvold   


