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       The Persecuted Church     October 2010
Steve & Kathy Austvold, EFCA Mission Mobilizers      Serving the NCD, NPD, and Beyond

Steve.austvold@ncdefca.org
Kathy.austvold@efca.org
Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders,

     I believe that one of the failures of the western Christian church is our failure to remember and to pray for the persecuted Christians around the world.  I trust that there are a faithful number who do indeed pray for them.  This coming month there is a wonderful opportunity to pray for the church around the world that is being persecuted.

      Since 1996, there has been an International Day of Prayer (IDOP) for the Persecuted Church.  The Sunday that has been set for 2010 is November 14th.  Carl Moeller, the president/CEO from Open Doors states, “Your prayers really do make a significant difference in the lives of Christians in places like Iraq, Nigeria, India, and North Korea.” He adds, “I have visited hundreds of persecuted believers in my seven years with Open Doors and those dedicated believers always ask me not to forget them and to pray for them.”

     IDOP kits can be ordered from Voice of the Martyrs for $9 for a church resource kit.  Please go to www.vombooks.com  or call (800) 747-0085.  This kit includes a DVD about an Uzbek pastor, a profile of a Christian prisoner in China, 25 prayer brochures, a 8-page prayer resource for children and 10 newsletters and a Global report and a prayer map.  Large prayer banners 6’ x 4’ can be added to your order for $25.  
     IDOP kits can also be ordered from Open Doors.  Go to www.persecutedchurch.org  these kits can be ordered for the church or individually and are free.  I would suggest if you are interested that you look at both sites and order what is appropriate for your church.  Open Doors does have material about which countries persecute Christians.

      On November 14th, I would encourage you to have a time of prayer in your church for the persecuted church around the world.  Maybe, you could also show a short video on the story of the Uzbek pastor that comes with the church resource kit.  At least, you can have bulletin inserts for this day.  Please pray and be intentional that day.

      Over one year ago, two Christian women in Iran were asked to deny their faith before an Iranian judge.  Both refused to do so.  They were sent back to prison.  Last year during the International Day of Prayer, Christian groups put pressure on the Iranian government to release these women.  On May 22, 2010 they were acquitted of all charges by the Iranian judicial system and they secretly fled the country.  They said, “The prayer encouraged and sustained us throughout this ordeal.”

     Thank you for praying!
     Steve Austvold
