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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  Recently, you have probably heard about the “Nones”.  They have been written 
about in Christianity Today magazine and in other Christian periodicals.  The Pew Forum on Religion and 
Public Life has studied them.  For a complete report you can go to 
http://www.pewforum.org/Unaffiliated/nones-on-the-rise.aspx  and read their 80 page report.  As 
Christian leaders interested in missions, we should know about this group of people, who live in our 
communities.  They can constitute our “Jerusalem” and they should fit into our thinking about local 
mission efforts.  So what does the pewforum.org show us?  Here are a few highlights. 

 In the past five years, the unaffiliated (the “Nones”) have increased from under 15% of the US 
population to just under 20% of the US population.  This includes 13 million atheists and 
agnostics (6%), as well as 33 million people with no particular religious affiliation (14%). 

 A third of adults under the age of 30 have no religious affiliation.  This is compared with one in 
ten who are 65 or older (9%) with no religious affiliation. 

 The continued growth of “Nones” indicates that the US is growing less religious.  Today, 58% of 
Americans say religion is important in their lives, this is similar to 2007. 

 “Nones” are in all ethnic and income groups.  Their largest jump is in the white population. 

 The “Nones” rarely attend religious services. 

 They are heavily Democratic and are liberal in their political ideology.  Only 20% would call 
themselves conservative. 

 Many of these 46 million adults are religious or spiritual in some way.  One in five would say 
they pray every day. 

 Most are not looking for a religion (88%). 

 Ten percent of the “Nones” are looking for a religion.  Two percent didn’t give an answer to this 
question. 

     So what can we do?  My first thought is prayer.  Pray for “Nones” that you know.  There is a good 
chance that some of them are children of your church members.  Be a light of Christ to them.  Befriend 
them.  Ten percent of them are searching for religion.  Some churches are doing effective outreach into 
their communities through serving their community. 
     Take some time with your mission team and talk about this trend in America.  What will it take to 
turn our country around?  What will it take to turn your community around?  These are questions that 
we all should be asking.  How does this affect your mission program locally and your mission budget? 
     May God use your church this coming Thanksgiving and Christmas season to reach out to the 
“Nones”. 
 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
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