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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  One of the most amazing works of God that is taking place these days is 
using the Discovery Bible Study method.  In the county of Sierra Leone, they have seen 5,400 
simple churches planted in the past nine years.   Jerry Trousdale has written Miraculous 
Movements which describes the amazing work of God in different countries using the Disciple 
Making Movement.  This month I want to share a few key principles from his book about this 
Disciple Making Movement.  Watch for part two, next month. 
     1) First, there is an unprecedented work of God in the Islamic world.  Each new Christian in 
the Disciple Making Movement would fast and pray corporately every week.  In seven years 
more than 4,000 churches have been planted in five countries. 
     2) Jesus’ disciple-making strategy.  Disciple people toward salvation.  No workbooks are 
used, just the Bible.  Christians gather in small groups and look at different sections of Scripture.  
An entire family or core group meets to study the word.  They share only when people are 
ready to hear the message.  They begin with the creation story and work through 3-7 verses or 
a maximum of 10-15 verses each meeting.  They teach people about discovering and obeying 
the Word.  It can take a long time to make strong disciples.  They watch for God’s blessings as 
people study the Word.   
     3) They use the power of prayer.  The Disciple Making Movement is a prayer movement.  
Some of these believers will spend half the night in prayer or even all night in prayer.  Some of 
the fruit is based on years of faithful service and the prayers of the saints (Matthew 9:37-38).  
Acts 16:14 describes the goal, namely to reveal the person of peace.  New believers fast every 
week at least two meals in one day.  All night or six hour prayer vigils are common.  Midday 
prayers are common.  Early morning personal devotions are very common.  Family devotions 
are common.  They have four elements to their prayer strategy:  a) Leaders are living and 
modeling personal disciplines of prayer.  b) Prayer teams pray for new regions one month prior 
to taking the gospel to new regions.  c)  They do spiritual mapping.  They gain an understanding 
of the issues and the barriers and the assets in the region, so they can know how to pray.  They 
might also do prayer walking in the area or praying against spiritual strongholds.  d) They also 
teach new believers to pray.  Intercessory prayer is done in each church, often one evening a 
week. Overnight prayer is done once a month.   Prayer is the key to the growth and the 
expansion of the work. 
 
     Blessings, 
     Steve Austvold 
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