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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
      The church of Jesus Christ is growing tremendously in different parts of the world. In my June church 
mission letter, I introduced you to the book, Miraculous Movements by Jerry Trousdale. 
 
      In June, I attended a Disciple Making Movement conference that was led by Long Hollow Baptist 
Church in Nashville, TN.  This is a large Southern Baptist Church that has seen 1,200 Discovery Bible Studies 
start in Nashville in the past one and one-half years.  It started by training 15-20 people in their church.  Here 
are some take-aways from that conference. 
 
      One of the keynote speakers was the leader of the movement in Sierra Leone.  He said that the key to 
the growth and the success of the movement there is prayer.  Prayer is the first, the third, the fifth and the 
seventh reason for the growth of the movement.  Basically, everything they have seen happen has been based 
on prayer and on fasting.  If we eat three times a day, we can pray three times a day.  Fasting has been taught 
by looking at the start of Jesus’ ministry after he returned from 40 days of fasting in the wilderness. 
 

 A second key to the growth of this movement in Nashville has been the Discovery Bible Study.  In a 
period of 45 minutes we were led through a DBS.  In that time period, the group leader had us encountering 
the Word six different times.   
 

1) One person reads the passage.      
2) A second person reads the passage from a different translation.  
3) A third person now repeats the passage verbally to the best of his/her ability.  For our passage, it was 

on John 4 with Jesus and the woman at the well.  Others in the group add to the story anything that 
was missed by the storyteller.  

4) As the passage is looked at the fourth time, the first question is asked on the passage.  What does this 
passage tell us about God?  Here everyone is encouraged to share what they see about God in the 
passage.  No other Scriptures are referenced nor are commentaries used.  

5) The second question is now asked: what does this passage tell us about mankind?  Everyone is 
encouraged to share what they see the passage telling them.  

6) The group answers the third question: what should be obeyed in the passage?  Each person now 
shares what they will do this coming week as a step of obedience to what this passage is telling them to 
do.  The group leader writes down what each person shares.   

 
This is the DBS pattern.  Six times the passage is engaged with three basic questions.  No outside resources 
and no other cross references are used.  The power of the Scriptures is what speaks to individuals. 
 
      Another key outreach principle was using access ministries to share the good news.  We heard 
different testimonies of people who were going out into the city to pray for people in hotel rooms, to give food to 
people who needed it.  Access ministry opens doors to pray with people, which can open the door to sharing 
the good news through a Discovery Bible Study. 
      
Blessings,    

Steve Austvold 
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