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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
Greetings in Christ.  This past year has been a time of learning more about “the person of peace.”  
When I was in Sierra Leone, Africa, I had the privilege of meeting many persons of peace or families of 
peace.  Each of these people opened up an area or a community to Discovery Bible studies.  Every 
new group or new church that we met had a person of peace that was introduced to us.  The person of 
peace is key to establishing Bible studies in a new area. 
 
So how does one find a person of peace?  There are two passages to consider.  Matthew 10 deals with 
Jesus sending out His 12 disciples.  The Luke 10 passage shows that Jesus appoints 70 others to go 
out two by two.  In Matthew 10, the 12 disciples are commanded to go to the lost sheep of house of 
Israel.  In Mt 10:11-13, Jesus gives instructions on entering the city or village.  The disciples are to 
inquire as to who is worthy there and they are told to stay there until they leave the city of village.  They 
are to give a greeting and if the house is worthy the greeting of peace will come upon it.  If it is not 
worthy, the greeting of peace will return to you.  If you are not received or your words are not received 
you are to leave the community.  In Luke 10 there are further instructions that are given.  The 70 
disciples are to enter every city and place where He Himself was going to come, Lk 10:1.  The 
instructions are to go to every city and village. They are to enter a house and say ‘Peace be to this 
house.’  Vs. 6, “And if a man of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him…” Vs 7, “And stay in that 
house eating and drinking what they give you for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not keep 
moving from house to house.” 
 
What are some characteristics of the “person of peace”?  Peace rests on that person.  They provide the 
worker with food and drink.  They receive the worker.  They are trusting, they desire peace.  They are 
open to the worker and are hospitable.  They are receptive to spiritual things.  Their body language or 
countenance shows that they are peaceful.  They are often a person of influence.  As a person of 
influence, they are an insider in the community.  They can open doors for ministry that the outsider 
cannot open.  A person of peace is a gatekeeper.  They are a person who gives access to ministry in 
their community.  It is important for the worker to minister to the person of peace.  Maybe, they need 
spiritual or physical healing.  Begin ministering to them and God will open a door of opportunity in their 
community.  Here is what the book The Father Glorified says in chapter 14, “The person of peace” 
principle that Jesus taught was so important that, if the disciples could not discover a person of peace, 
they were to move on, dust off their sandals, and leave!  When you enter a new community, you are 
viewed as an outsider, and people will naturally be suspicious.  The insider knows the community and 
has a close circle of friends; they trust each other, but they don’t trust you.  Finding a person of peace 
can remove this barrier, as that person brings you into his or her close circle of friends and family, 
opening many new doors for the Word of God.” 
     
May God give each of us a person of peace to open new doors of ministry this year. 
Sincerely in Christ,    
Steve Austvold 
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