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Events 

Ministry Couples Conference - Oct. 15-16, 2012 - First EFC, Maplewood, MN 

In lieu of Pastors Teaching Conference this fall, the North Central District is hosting a Ministry Couples Conference 
on Oct. 15-16 at First EFC, Maplewood.  Pete and Geri Scazzero will be the presenters, equipping participants with 
Biblical theology and practical skills (some of which will be practiced in real time at the conference) for deepening 
their marriage relationship. The conference is for pastoral staff members, lay leaders, and their spouses.  Online 
registration is now available on our website. 

 
Resources 

Pastoral Care -  A Robust Hope 

“Once upon a time I left one unpleasant situation only to have a vice and hammer waiting for me at the 
next.” Please open and read on   
 
Missions Update - Missionary Year End Reports 
To add value to your relationship, a yearly report that you send to your missionaries can be an important 
link to hear from them and hear about their ministry. Read more 
 
NCD Women's Ministry Update 
Our mission is to ‘Ignite, Encourage and Embrace’ women to be all that God has planned for their lives. 
Read more 
 
Theological Discussion Groups 
Various groups meet in various locations around the district.  Some are beginning a new cycle this fall.  
These groups are strongly recommended for help in preparing for EFCA licensing and certification.  They 
are also rich in fellowship and ongoing learning for individuals who are already certified.  Further 
information can be found on the NCD website. 
 
Immigration 
This is not merely an election-year issue, but a pressing national phenomenon that Christians cannot 
afford to be ignorant about.  For perspective, see Alex Mandes' article here. 
 
Jail Ministry 
Additional volunteers are needed to teach and preach in area jails.  Wide open access for the gospel is 
there for the seizing.  Correctional facilities in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Plymouth have especially 
notable needs.  For more information, contact Missionary Evangelism to Corrections 
 
Influence the Generations Regional Conference - Oct. 19, Rockpoint Church (EFCA), Lake Elmo, 
MN 
This one-day conference will teach you how to leave spiritual legacies by building bridges of 'sticky faith.' 
National and local speakers, workshops, panel discussion and resource fair will focus on how the 
generations can be the church and serve God together. Find out how to empower your family and peers 
and inspire the 'whole' church to "Influence the Generations" for Christ. Read more.  
 
Developing Compassionate Visitation Skills & Equipping Volunteers - Oct. 27, Bloomington, MN 
Topics: Improved understanding of spiritual needs among those you serve, skills in spiritual care 
visitation, etc. Hosted by Elim Faith Community Nursing. Read more 
 

http://ncdefca.org/resources/ministry-couples-conference/
http://ncdefca.org/districtministries/pastoral-care/monthly-encouragements/
http://ncdefca.org/districtministries/missions-mobilization/monthly-updates/
http://ncdefca.org/districtministries/womens-ministries/
http://ncdefca.org/credentialing/discussion-groups/
http://www.efca.org/reachnational/immigrant-hope-tm/reaching-samerica
http://www.mecjailministry.com/
http://gocasa.org/events/regional-conferences/
http://ncdefca.org/calendar/


Miscellaneous 

Pastors' Wives' Get-Away Update 
The Pastors’ Wives’ Get-away in August was the bomb! Thanks to guest speaker Sara Thingvold sharing 
her story with us and, along with help from Betty Juntune, bringing us some sound teaching to define our 
values, build a circle of support and take time to play.  We get so stoked when we see these dear pastors' 
wives enjoying each other's fellowship, laying out their burdens for others to share, and getting refueled 
for the journey ahead. (Well, at least after we get caught up on our sleep!) If you're a pastor's wife, or are 
married to one, make sure you contact Jola Johnson (jolakell@frontiernet.net) if you want to receive 
emails about future events. Also, contact Jola if you have or know of a home where NCD 
Pastoral Care could host a Pastors' Wives' Get-Away in 2013.  
 
Elim Care Ministries - National Assisted Living Week 
Did you know that September 9 – 15 is National Assisted Living Week? Assisted living allows seniors to 
maintain their independence while enjoying the company of others through shared meals, chapel 
services, special activities and social gatherings. Elim Care offers tasteful, modern apartments furnished 
with all the comforts of home. Packaged service plans designed to meet a variety of needs and lifestyle 
choices are available to all our residents, ensuring an environment that enhances each individual’s quality 
of life. Each campus is served by a caring chaplain who ministers to the residents, their families and staff.  
Elim Care has two assisted living facilities in the metro area:  Cornerstone in Plymouth, Elim Shores in 
Eden Prairie; and four in greater Minnesota:  Lake Ridge Manor and Park Terrace in Buffalo, Caley 
House in Princeton and Country Meadows in Milaca. You can find more information about these facilities 
at www.elimcare.org. 

 
Marriage Amendment Gathering 
Pastors and Evangelical leaders:  You are invitated to participate in a press conference and attend a 
private briefing at the State Capital on Tuesday, September 18 at 10:00, to join with other Christian 
leaders to support the Marriage Amendment. I and Transform Minnesota board member Sergio Amezcua 
will be speaking, along with Archbishop Nienstedt, Rev. Jerry McAfee, Bishop Richard Howell and Rev. 
Troy Dobbs. We invite pastors to stand with us, and with each other, to show strong Christian support for 
the Marriage Amendment. Following the event we will hold a private reception in the Capital to give a 
campaign update (see letter for details). Feel free to share this with other pastors on your staff and invite 
other pastors to join you at this event. To know more about Transform Minnesota’s role in supporting a 
Culture of Marriage, see our website www.transformmn.org/marriage --Carl Nelson, Director 
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