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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  Each day we hear about refugees. Last month we met several of them.  
In early October, our US team was in Berlin and on one afternoon we went to visit a refugee 
registration center.  There we met Ali from Syria. He and his family had left Syria.  He was an 
elementary physical education teacher from Damascus.  He had lost his job and his home.  His 
journey to Berlin had taken him thirty days.  Several of these days, he had spent in jail in 
Hungary with his wife and three year old son.  Now in Berlin, he comes each day to wait to be 
registered.  When we met him, he had already waited outdoors for 22 days to be interviewed.  
He is fortunate in that he has a cousin already in Berlin, where he and his family can stay at 
night.  After he shared his story, we asked if we could pray for him.  He gladly accepted our 
prayer. His long-term goal is to return to Syria.   Berlin now has 45 refugee camps.  One camp 
has 900 people in it.  Germany expects that 800,000 new refugees will arrive within the next 
year.  As Christians in North American, what are we to do when we hear these reports?  What 
should we tell in our churches and do on our mission teams?   
 
      1)  Be informed:  This is the largest movement of people since WWII.  Over one-half of the 
population in Syria is displaced, both inside and outside Syria.  Seventy-six percent of them are 
women and children.  Many have lost their jobs and their homes.  They cannot stay due to 
dangerous conditions.  There are many others, who are leaving North Africa and the Middle 
East to come to Europe and to other safe places.  Many people are trying also to go to Western 
Europe for better jobs.  Ninety-eight percent of people from Macedonia are turned back to go 
home because they are not considered true refugees.  They are trying to find a better job, being 
economically poor does not qualify them to relocate. 
     2)  The USA:  According to CONNECT, a newsletter from Arrive Ministries, the US 
government will increase the current number of refugees allowed into the US from 70,000 to 
85,000 in 2016 and to 100,000 in 2017.   
     3)  Pray:  We need to pray for refugees around the world.  Winter is coming quickly to 
Europe and other locations.  Many refugees do not have adequate clothing or housing.  We 
need to pray for safety of refugees.  The overall population of Germany is turning against the 
refugees.  Other European countries are resisting accepting more refugees. 
     4)  It is a great time for the gospel:  Many of these refugees are coming from Muslim 
backgrounds.  Many have not met Christians before.  It is time for the local church to see the 
need and the opportunity to love these people and to care for them.  One of the ReachGlobal 
staff in Berlin goes out weekly to these camps to get to know the refugees and to help provide 
for their needs.  It is a perfect way to begin to share the love of Jesus Christ with them. 
     5)  EFC Crisis Response:  Their website says, “ReachGlobal is responding to this crisis by 
partnering with national churches to minister to their physical needs while developing 
relationships with entire families in order to share the good news in a private and appropriate 
manner. As home churches develop, we will identify and equip emerging leaders so that as the 
refugee community returns to their homeland or disperses to other parts of the world, a mature 
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church with trained leaders will also go.”  Their goal is to raise $250,000 over the next three 
years to fund refugee ministry in the Middle East.  The account number is 21709-3983, 
Refugees in Crisis.  Here is where to send funds: http://go.efca.org/resources/project/refugees-
crisis. 
     6)  Go:  God might be calling some of you to go and serve.  The Berlin team is looking for 
people willing to serve for two year commitments.  This will involve raising support, doing 
language learning and also having ministry times.  For further information contact their team 
leader Mike Edwards at mike.edwards@efca.org.  
     7)  Sponsor a refugee:  There are growing opportunities to sponsor a refugee.  Arrive 
Ministries welcomes around 400 refugees to Minnesota each year.  These refugees are offered 
connections with local churches and local job training and skills.  Arrive Ministries is calling on 
churches to form Refugee Life Ministries teams to “adopt” a newly arriving refugee family in 
Minnesota. To get involved: arriveministries.org/how-you-can-help.  Lutheran Social Services is 
doing a lot of work in North Dakota. 
 
     May the Lord help you make a difference this year in the life of a refugee. 
 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
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