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       Operation World     September 2010
Steve & Kathy Austvold, EFCA Mission Mobilizers      Serving the NCD, NPD, and Beyond

Steve.austvold@ncdefca.org
Kathy.austvold@efca.org
Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders,

     Greetings in Christ.  Earlier this month, Jason Mandryk, the author of Operation World 2010 did a live webinar with The Mission Exchange.  The new edition of Operation World will be available in October 2010.  Here are a few highlights that he is writing about in his new book.

     World religions:  The largest Islamic country is Indonesia.  The largest Hindu country is India.  China is the largest Buddhist country.  The top non-religious countries are China with 590 million people, USA with 52 million people and Russia with 26 million people.

     Global Christian Witness:  Christianity makes up one third of the world’s population. This is the same as in 1900.  A new term to me is “Afasla” which stands for Africa, Asia, Latin America.  These areas count for two thirds of the Christians in the world today.
     Evangelicalism:  The fastest growth of evangelicalism today is in Iran and in Afghanistan.  The numbers are small in these areas, but they did have the highest percentage of growth.

     Challenges-Issues:  One of the biggest challenges is evangelical nominalism in the US, Canada, W. Europe and in New Zealand.  

     Christians & Unevangelized:  Twenty-six percent of the world is considered unevangelized in the world today.  Few of these people have encountered Christians in their regions of the world.

     Demographic shifts:  Most of the unevangelized in the world are still living in a rural context.  Over 50% of the world is now urban.
     Massive challenges:  1) Challenge of discipleship-there is a low level of understanding.  The greatest challenge is Africa with needed discipleship.  2) There is a leadership bottleneck.  The church is growing so fast in some areas that leadership cannot keep up.  3) In the Post Christian west-secularism is supreme.  4) There is a revival of religious fundamentalism.  Seculars want to remove religion.  Atheists want to remove all signs of religion.
     Signs of hope:  There is a new realization of the scope of the Great Commission.  There is the globalization of the task force.  The majority of Christians are non-western.  We live in an incredibly shrinking world with media tools, travel and the internet.  Finally, there are unprecedented partnerships that are forming in the mission world.

      Here are some final comments from Jason.  Ninety percent of Muslims and Buddhists don’t know Christ.  The fertility growth rate of Christians is dropping.  There is a slowdown of evangelism worldwide.

      This data is all available in Operation World 2010.  If you are interested, you can order this book at http://www.operationworld.org/. 
Blessings,

Steve Austvold
