
 October 2012     UNVEILED and The Intl. Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 

Steve & Kathy Austvold, EFCA Mission Mobilizers      Serving the NCD, NPD, and Beyond 
Steve.austvold@ncdefca.org 
Kathy.austvold@efca.org 
 
Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  We are reading a lot these days about the Arab world and the violence 
there.  The Arab Spring is turning into a Post Arab Spring.  As believers in North America, we 
need to have a better grasp of Islam and also what is happening to our brothers and our sisters, 
who are facing daily persecution around the world.  There are two events that I want to 
highlight this month. 
 
UNVEILED:  2012 Conference for Muslim Ministry on October 26-27th.  This conference is being 
held at Grace Church in Eden Prairie, MN.  It features five of the top Muslim ministry leaders in 
the world.  It is relevant for individuals and for ministry leadership.  If you have a heart for 
Muslim ministry, this might be the conference for you to attend.  Go to 
www.atgrace.com/unveiled for information.  There is a registration deadline, so check out this 
site soon.   
 
International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church: Each year I mention this important 
Sunday.  More churches are becoming aware and are promoting this Sunday in their services.  
November 11th is the IDOP Sunday this year.  Today 70% of Christians worldwide face high 
restrictions in their countries.  Here are some different resource options: 

The Voice of the Martyrs is offering the 2012 IDOP Church Resource Kit. The kit includes a 5-
minute DVD that shares the story of Bounchan, who was imprisoned in Laos for almost 13 
years because of his Christian faith. It also includes a variety of other resources to help your 
church “Remember those in bonds” (Heb. 13:3) on this important day.  It can be ordered for 
$9.  https://secure.persecution.com/p-4710-2012-idop-resource-kit.aspx.  

While IDOP is set aside as a special day of prayer for the persecuted, it is vital that we 
remember our persecuted family throughout the year. A VOM prayer banner is available to 
help remind your church family to pray for the persecuted throughout the year. 

 

  Open Doors USA has resources that you can use for your church.  Their IDOP website  
http://www.onewiththem.com/resources/international-day-of-prayer-for-the-persecuted-
church/?utm_source=email   can give you country profile bulletin inserts, IDOP church bulletin 
 inserts and video resources.  All of these materials are free. 
 
Thank you for praying on this special day for the persecuted church! 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
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