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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  Loving Our Neighbors is the second great commandment.  It is easy to say, but often 
times hard to do or to know how to do it.  This month I want to look at the subject of loving our neighbors by 
meeting them.  Joy Skjegstad, from Minneapolis, recently spoke on a MissioNexus webinar on “Meet the 
Neighbors”.  She has also written a book called Seven Creative Models for Community Ministry that came out 
in the fall of 2013.   
 
     First of all, she says, get a city map.  Then ask three key things:  What are key community concerns? Who 
is addressing them?  How can you play a role?  She follows this up with ten strategies for meeting your 
neighbors: 
 
Strategy #1.  Get to know the community members who attend your church.  Have a “knowledge history” of 
your church.  Create a network of community leaders in your church. 
 
Strategy #2.  Meet one to one with people.  Meet long-term residents in your community, like significant clergy, 
church leaders, school personnel, school social workers.  Look for the best run organizations in your city. 
 
Strategy #3.  Build core relationships with people.  Look for people in charge of housing.  Talk with police and 
meet bankers.  Take out a church team to do interviews.  Participate in other people’s projects.  Ask people to 
give honest feedback about your church. 
 
Strategy #4.  Hang out where people hang out in your city.  Visit these places. 
 
Strategy #5.  Go to community events, such as picnics, carnivals, community suppers, city parades, 
community service days, all for the purpose of meeting your city and your neighbors. 
 
Strategy #6.  Attend regular groups that meet in your city.  This could include clergy groups, coalitions, school 
based groups, neighborhood associations, the chamber of commerce, and service clubs like Rotary, Lions, 
Kiwanis and others. 
 
Strategy #7.  Volunteer in your community.  Volunteer at the food shelf, at the Salvation Army and other 
community groups that need volunteers. 
 
Strategy #8.  Walk around the city.  Do a prayer walk in your neighborhood.  Do a 20 minute walk.  Know the 
names of your neighbors and pray for them. 
 
Strategy #9. Go door to door.  Go out in small groups.  Ask people what are the main community challenges. 
 
Strategy #10.  Host a community event.  Have food.  Make it a social and relational time.  Ask a few questions 
of people.  Do group games.  Stay in touch with people. 
 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
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