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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  Immigration is a topic that needs to be discussed in mission circles.  

Today in the USA there are estimated to be 11 to 12 million undocumented workers.  This 

month I want to write about things that we need to know about immigration to the USA. 
 

     Many Bible characters were immigrants.  Abraham was an immigrant.  Joseph was a victim 

of human trafficking.  Ruth left with her mother-in-law and immigrated.  David was a refugee 

being pursued by Saul.  Paul was a migrant.  Immigrants are mentioned 92 times in the OT.  

Dt. 24:19-21 shows us God’s law for immigrants.  In the OT, we are told to love God, to love our 

neighbor, and to love the stranger, i.e. alien, Lev. 19:34 and Dt.10:19.  
 

     The fastest growing evangelical church in the USA today is the immigrant church.  Ten 

percent of US churches have ministry with immigrants.  It is estimated that 86% of the immigrant 

population in North America either are or can become Christians.  The church should be there 

to welcome new immigrants to our community. 
 

     There are four levels that show how churches respond to immigrants: 

-Level 101:  The church wrestles with changes in their community. 

-Level 201:  The church is ready to love and welcome immigrants in their community. 

-Level 301:  The church and non-profits provide a place of providing leadership and 

accurate legal information for undocumented workers.  Here is where there is a church 

within a church. 

-Level 401:  Here the church provides immigrants with legal aid.  Legal aid is the top need in 

the immigrant community today.  What are the gaps in our community that we can fill? 
 

     Immigrants want to be legalized.  They need to learn English.  They need the Gospel.  There 

is a great need for church based legal information centers and church based immigration legal 

clinics.  A church can become a referral center.  Leith Anderson suggests that a church take a 

vision trip to a legal clinic to see what a legal ministry is like.  Churches can also sponsor 

refugees.  Ask them, How can I pray for you?  How can I serve you?  For reading on this topic 

get the book, Church Leaders Guide to Immigration by World Relief.  Go to 

http://welcomingthestranger.com/church-leaders-faq.  
 

     Immigrant Hope is an EFCA ministry.  Please visit their site to see the excellent resources 

that they offer local churches including blogs, newsletters, training sites, and see how you can 

get involved, http://immigranthope.org.     
 

     May God open our eyes today to see and to reach out to the immigrants in our communities.   

 

Blessings, 

Steve Austvold 
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