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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  January 2013 was a busy month for us.  We helped lead two different Global 
Outreach Summits.  One was focused on the theme of “Understanding the City”.  The second one had a 
major focus on reaching Muslims.  This month, I want to share some of the highlights that I learned at 
these two summits.  I hope that they will be informative and helpful to your mission efforts. 
 
New ideas: 

 By 2040, 75% of the world’s people will live in urban areas. 
 There is a movement out of the 10/40 window.  From everywhere to everywhere.  People are 

going to Europe and to North America and to other places where jobs are available. 
 More people from the 10/40 window are coming to live in America. 
 There are 354 unreached people groups in North America. 
 The USA has ¾ million International students studying in Universities.  Most are never invited 

into a North American home.  This is a great opportunity for Christians to befriend them. 
 There are 1.5 Billion Muslims in the world today. 
 There are 2 million Muslims in the USA. 
 80% of Muslims have never heard the gospel. 
 Less than 10% of Muslims are extremists. 
 82% of Muslims are culturally/nominal. 

 
     One of the plenary sessions focused on how to relate to Muslims, what would Jesus do?  Here are a 
few summaries of that talk.  1) Muslims love to talk about God.  They believe in a spirit world.  They love 
for us to pray for them.  We can bless people in the name of Jesus.  All of them have sensed God in 
prayer when Christians pray.  Muslims are very relational.  Muslims can become the best Christians.  2) 
Ask God for whom to meet.  Pray that you can find men and women of peace in your neighborhood and 
community.  3) They believe that a guest comes with a blessing.  Come and plan to pray for them.   Pray 
God’s blessing on their lives.  Open your hands when you pray a blessing for them.  4) Talk about their 
home country.  Learn from them.  Ask about their family.  5) Share life with them such as a meal, 
holidays, events that are important to them.  6) Introduce them to the Holy Books-the Bible.  
      The challenge for all of us was that we as Christians should reach out to Muslims in our communities.  
Many are coming as former refugees, some are coming as students, while others are coming because of 
work opportunities.   
      What you are going to do as church to reach out to Muslims in your community this year?  What new 
people groups are moving into your neighborhood?  How are you going to welcome them?  What would 
Jesus do in your community this year?  Take time to pray and discuss these topics. 
 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
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