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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 
 
     Greetings in Christ.  This past fall in a MissioNexus webinar, J.D. Payne, the pastor of Church 
Multiplication at The Church at Brook Hills, Alabama, presented 12 significant issues influencing 
our mission today.  This month I want to highlight the issues that he presented in the webinar and 
from his book, Pressure Points. 
 
1. Unreached People Groups:  There are 571 unreached people groups in the US and Canada. 

Today there are 6,422 unreached people groups and there are 3,133 unreached-unengaged 
people groups-where no one is applying any evangelical church multiplication strategy. 

2. The West as a Mission Field:  The US is no longer a protestant majority country.  The fastest 
growing group in the US is the “nones.”  These are people with no religion or who are atheist 
or agnostic.  They make up 20% of all adults in the US.  The US church needs a missionary 
mindset. 

3. The Growth of the Majority World Church:  There has been tremendous growth of the church 
worldwide.  They can teach us about simple faith, belief in the supernatural, a high regard for 
God’s word and sacrifice for following Jesus.  We can teach them mission history, how to know 
the Word and how to grow in leadership development. 

4. Pluralism and the Plurality of Faiths:  One big question is Jesus the only way to God?  The 
church is affected with internal pressure by news organizations providing news of other 
religions and by many immigrants coming to the US.  The external pressure comes from the 
growth of other faith traditions that are resistant to the gospel. 

5. International Migration:  We are living in the “Age of Migration.”  By 2010, immigrants made 
up 13.5 percent of the US population.  We are the largest (20%) immigrant receiving nation.  
By 2043, the US is expected to become a minority-majority nation according to the US census.  
God is bringing many people from closed countries to our shores. 

6. Globalization:  We live in a rapidly changing, tightly connected, flat world.   The world is 
continuing to shrink in size.  We have blessings with instant communication.  J.D. Payne says 
we need to practice strategic integration of local and global missions.  We need to develop 
majority world partnerships for global discipleship to equip majority world leader to make 
disciples and to do church planting. 

7. Poverty:  There are three kinds of poverty:  material poverty which is a lack of food, clothing or 
shelter.  There is relational poverty where people lack healthy social networks and there is 
spiritual poverty that is seen in communities that lack a biblical expression of intimacy with 
God.  1.3 billion people live on $1.25 a day.  That is 22% of the developing world.  The love of 
Christ should move us to action. 
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8. Growth of the Urban Context:  Over 50% of the world now lives in cities.  70 million people a 
year move to the city from rural areas.  Many different churches are needed in the city to 
reach the hundreds of subculture groups living there.  Gospel dissemination and church 
multiplication needs to be emphasized in the urban context. 

9. Children and Youth:  Twenty six percent of the population in the world is under the age of 15.  
There are one billion people aged 15-24 years of age.  The 4/14 window shows the need to 
reach young people for Christ at an early age.  The majority of believers come to faith in Christ 
as children, 43% by the age of 13, 64% by the age of 18.  Churches need to focus on reaching 
the children and youth of today. 

10. Health Care:  This area will remain a pressure on the church both for those to whom it 
ministers and those it sends out in the world.  We need to be aware of the many health issues 
in the world, yet at the same time be ministering to the whole person, physically and 
spiritually. 

11. Oral Leaners:  About 4 billion of the people in the world are oral learners.  We need to 
understand the categories of oral learning and adjust our method of sharing the gospel to 
reach out to these people.  These include Bible storying, Chronological Bible storying, 
Chronological Bible storytelling, and Chronological Bible teaching. 

12. Pornification of Societies:  This is the area of sexual immorality both in the world and in God’s 
kingdom people.  Pornography leads to the development of a worldview that shapes how they 
understand themselves and other people.  The internal pressure will be to help Christians have 
victory in their lives.  The external pressure will be for the church to help counsel people 
coming into the church “to move beyond from the wickedness of the age.” 

 
Conclusion:  So what should we do?  Here are his concluding points. 

 Understand the Pressure Points.  We need to remember the 12 global pressure points, plus 
also know the pressure points that are unique to where we live. 

 Know Your Box in View of the Pressure Points.  We need to understand our life situations 
well and make changes when necessary. 

 Recognize Internal Pressures.  What is keeping us from making disciples? 
 Develop a Missionary Strategy.  Ask good questions, give good answers, use wise action 

steps, evaluate everything and pray with diligence. 
 Share Today’s Stories Later Today.  We must share our stories now, both in what is working 

and what is not working. 
 Remain Grounded in the Word of the Ages.  Remaining in the word and abiding in Christ. 

 
     I hope that these 12 global pressure points will be of help to you as grow your church for 
kingdom impact. 
 
Blessings, 
Steve Austvold 
  


