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Dear Pastor and Mission Leaders, 

     Greetings in Christ.  In August, Kathy and I had a wonderful tour with a group of around 20 people to visit four church 

garden sites in the Twin City area.  We visited Baptist, Lutheran and Catholic churches.  This tour was organized by 

World Relief Minnesota.  What surprised me was what the tour leader said.  Their goal was to see a garden established at 

every church in the Twin Cities that has extra land.  So far there are 16 churches in the Twin City area that have started 

church gardens that are ministering to 262 refugees.  If you have land on our church site that is unused, please read on. 

 

     There are three types of gardens that we saw.  1) A garden for refugees.  A garden is started for refugees that have 

connections with World Relief.  Each plot is around 20 feet long by 10 feet wide but this can also vary in size.  The 

refugee is responsible to water and maintain their garden plot.  2) A garden for urban poor.  The garden is made available 

for low income people from your area.  This could be promoted for people from your congregation or around your 

neighborhood.  3) A garden that produces food for the food shelf.  The garden is maintained by the church congregation 

and all of the produce is given to a local food shelf.  The benefit of this type of garden is that the church has control and 

maintains it.  The downside is that there is no connection with the people who need the food. 

 

     The local church is responsible for the water supply.  The sites need to have a place to store tools and a wheelbarrow.  

Some of the sites had fences to keep animals out.  The churches found out that in one suburb that no permit is needed if 

the garden is less than 10,000 square feet in size. 

 

     The largest garden in the area is at First EFC in Maplewood.  They have 1,000 garden plots available on 10 acres of 

land.  Eighty of the people who have plots there are refugees from World Relief. 

 

     Gardening is a wonderful ministry for a local church.  It helps provide transitioning to refugees coming to live in 

America.  It gives gardeners dignity.  It provides good interaction for a local church with people outside of their church 

and it is a relationship builder.  Plus, it gives them fresh food to eat. 

 

     World Relief is a catalyst for church gardens.  They help facilitate gardens with churches.  It becomes a church project.  

They help coordinate refugees with the local church.  Foundations have given grants to help start a local garden to cover 

costs for new soil, compost, framing, and seeds. 

 

     One site we visited was Gardens of Praise at Bethlehem Baptist in Minneapolis.  They have a 50’ by 200’ plot.  This is 

their first year doing garden ministry and they began organizing it in February. They had a work day on May 18
th
. They 

put the word out in their area about the availability of the land.  There are 27 plots 5’by 20’ in size and there is no charge 

to use a plot. The church supplies water, a shed for storage and tilled the land.  Six to eight volunteers from the church 

help maintain the garden, along with the families themselves.  They received a grant from Gardening Matters.  They 

incorporated the garden into their site designs.  It was anchored with a lot of prayer.   

 

     Church gardens can be a wonderful way of interacting with your community.  Contact Dennis Murnyak, World 

Relief’s Community Garden Coordinator for further information, murnyak@gmail.com . 

 

Blessings, 

Steve Austvold 
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