
THE CERTIFICATION COUNCIL 
Leading to the Certificate of Christian Ministry or the Certificate of Ordination 

(commonly referred to as the Ordination Council) 

 

Two Certificates, One Process 

The process for both certificates is the same.  Whether you are applying for the 

Certificate of Christian Ministry or the Certificate of Ordination, the following 

information applies to you. 

 

Application Forms 

There are standard forms to be submitted before your council can be scheduled.  See the 

forms and checklist on our website. 

 

Reading 

If you were licensed in a different district, you may not have been required to complete 

some reading in EFCA history, beliefs, and practices.  That reading is a requirement for 

certification.  See our website for the book list. 

 

Certification Paper 

This is the major item to be accomplished before the council is held.  Follow the 

guidelines on our website.   

 

Timetable 

Plan to submit your paper and application forms about four months prior to the expiration 

of your license (or prior to a targeted date for your certification service if you have a 

preferred date for that event).  This will allow sufficient time for the overall process.  One 

one-year extension of your license is allowed.  Find the extension form on our website, 

fill it out, and email it to us.  If you have question about the expiration of your license 

contact our office. 

 

The Council 

The council will convene at your church with about two dozen participants, roughly as 

follows:   

 3 to 6 pastors and/or laypersons (of your choice) from your church,  

 5 EFCA-ordained pastors (of your choice) from nearby churches 

 5 laypersons from those churches (usually chosen by the pastors)  

 2 EFCA-ordained pastors secured by our office from the North Central District 

credentialing network 

 the council moderator, who will be a district staff person or a pastor chosen from the 

NCD credentialing network 

 a secretary (or “scribe”) who can take minutes during the council and type them up 

after the council 

 other specially invited guests (as you may wish) 

 Your spouse is welcome to attend, but is not required to be present.  If present, the 

council may want to ask her or him a few questions at the end of the examination. 

 



You are responsible to secure most of the participants above.  We will send you an 

attendance roster that will help you.  When you secure a scribe, have him or her get the 

scribe/secretary information from our website. 

 

The council will convene at 3:00pm and conclude by 8:00pm. You will need to make 

arrangements for a light evening meal to be served at approximately 5:30pm.  

 

What Next? 

You will want to keep these things in mind as you complete your paper and send it in to 

our office. Once we receive your paper and it is read and approved by a member of the 

district credentialing network, we will work with you on a date for your council meeting.  

You can then begin to make the above arrangements.  You will also be responsible to see 

that each of the participants receives a copy of your paper, council guidelines, sample 

questions, and street directions about two weeks prior to the council.  Send four double-

sided copies of your paper to me.  

 

Personal Preparation 

Your recommendation for certification is not guaranteed.  You must be ready for your 

council.  Come prepared.  Bring your paper (plus two extra copies) and your Bible.  You 

will not be allowed to consult additional notes during the council. 

 

Questions?  Need help in any way?  Don’t hesitate to call me (612-338-1716). 

 

--David Linde 

Church Resources Director 

North Central District, Evangelical Free Church of America 
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