
 

AFTER YOUR LICENSING INTERVIEW… 
 

 

What can you do to go deeper in the Bible and in theology and in the 
pursuit of God… 

 
… as you prepare for your certification paper and council about three 

years from now? 
 

 

Some suggestions: 
 

 

1. Within 30 days read the article by D. A. Carson and (if your familiarity with issues of 

New Testament canon is weak) the chapter by Bruce Metzger that are included in this 

packet. 

 

2. Begin pondering 2 Pet. 1:5-11 (in light of 1:1-4) and its implications for your quest 

for further Biblical-theological knowledge.  (What must come before and after?) 

 

3. Read the Bible through, thoughtfully and unhurriedly, at least once during your 

period of licensing.  Look for theological themes.  Constantly ask, What is this 

teaching me about God?  For a structured approach to gaining an overview of the 

whole Bible, you might consider participating in a course offered by Village Schools 

of the Bible.  See www.vsb.net.  

 

4. Pursue a systematic and intentional course of further study in the theological themes 

of our Statement of Faith.   

 

 A suggested regimen is included in this packet.  Although it is based on the old 

EFCA Statement of Faith, it will give you some guidance and resources. 

 

 Give special attention to the themes that were raised in your licensing interview.   

 

 Develop your own list of key verses for each theological theme in the 

Statement—verses that you would instinctively turn to as a basis for your beliefs 

and convictions. 

 

 While the Bible itself should be your main focus over the next three years, 

additional theological reading is necessary for your overall perspective. 

 Included in this packet is a list of suggested books on each portion of your 

licensing (and certification) paper, including a listing of basic systematic 

theology books.  Selected reading from this list will help you go deeper in 

understanding, and will prepare you better for your certification council. 
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 There are websites that offer seminary-level instruction in theological themes.  

Check out: 

www.biblicaltraining.org 

www.gpn.tv 

www.bible.org (click on “The Theology Program”) 

But remember that self-study alone is not as effective as interacting with 

others.  See point 5 below. 

 

 Remember that your future certification paper will not be merely an affirmation of 

your agreement with the EFCA Statement of Faith, but a demonstration of your 

understanding of the Biblical and theological issues:  do you understand the other 

sides of the issues?  Do you see why someone may disagree with your beliefs?  

Do you have legitimate scriptural support to defend your views (“Where stands it 

written?”)? 

 

 Consider writing out answers to the sample questions that are frequently asked at 

ordination councils. 

 

 Consult the document “Mentoring Through the Credentialing Process” at 

http://www.efca.org/files/Mentoring_0.pdf.  

 

5. Participate in a licensing discussion group, a fellowship of licensees and applicants 

and an ordained mentor that is designed to further establish participants in theological 

understanding, in theological passion, and in theological relevance to life and 

ministry.  See our website for information on discussion groups in your area. 

 

6. Consider preaching or teaching through the Statement of Faith. 

 

7. Attend an ordination council as an observer sometime in the next three to six months.  

Attend another one within six months of your own council.  It will help give you an 

idea of what is expected.  Contact our office for a schedule of upcoming councils and 

locations. 

 

8. About six months prior to the expiration of your license, as you are preparing your 

certification paper, have two or three pastors give you a “mini-council,” questioning 

you on key theological themes.  This can help sharpen your focus, identify areas of 

weakness, and prepare you for the examination environment of the real council. 
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