FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING (PARISH NURSING)
WHAT IS A FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE?

A faith community nurse is a licensed registered nurse, formally trained in faith community nursing and committed to a healing and caring ministry of the church.  Faith Community Nursing is an American Nursing Association specialized practice of professional nursing

WHAT DOES A FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE DO?

The faith community nurse combines the medical and spiritual dimensions of caregiving.

Health Counselor


Makes phone calls and home, hospital and nursing home visits


Health Educator



Offers education or support groups for church and community


Spiritual Support


Offers presence and prayer for all ages


Referral Sources



Acts as a liaison church ministries and community resources


Facilitator

Recruits, trains and coordinates volunteers; encourages members to care for each other

The needs of one congregation might not be the needs of another.  Any one of these roles may be the focus in a particular congregation as time and skills permit, or all of them can be enacted.

WHAT IS OUR MISSION?
Elim Care Faith Community Nurse Program works together with congregations in a collaborative effort to integrate the Word of God and Christian principles into areas of health and wellness in the local church and the community.  The faith community nurse helps individuals of all ages with their physical, emotional and spiritual needs.

WHAT IS OUR HISTORY?
Historically, the church has been an essential part of healing and caring for people.  Over the years the medical community took responsibility for physical and emotional care, leaving the spiritual care up to the church.  In recent years there has been an increased awareness of the inter-relationship between an individual’s physical, emotional and spiritual well being.  This has led the church to reclaim their call by God to the comprehensive care of the individual.  Faith Community Nursing in the North Central District began in 1998 and has grown to 40 FCN in 26 churches.  In 2009 the NCD Health Ministries team came under the umbrella of Elim Care, Inc, an EFCA affiliated ministry.
WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION?
For resources, information and support to help your local church establish and continue its own Faith Community Nurse Program, please contact Mary Van Der Werf, Elim Care's Faith Community Nurse Coordinator at 952-259-4461 or mvanderw@elimcare.org.  

To download a packet and brochure:  http://www.elimcare.org/services/faith-community-nursing/.  
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