
 
 
October  2015 
 

Events 
Family & Children's Ministry Network - Nov. 12 (2:00pm) - 13 (11:00am),  Camp Shamineau, Motley, MN 
Enjoy fellowship time with other Family & Children's Ministry leaders. We will have times of worship and reflection. 
Breakouts: Cultural Trends that Affect Leaders, Creating Margin in Your Ministry, Social Media in Ministry. Enjoy 
free time networking with others, or a hay ride, or other camp activities. Cost: $25 (includes lodging, meals, and 
activities). Registration form. Questions: ContactMarc Castro     
 
NCD Annual Spring Conference - April 11-12, 2016, Constance EFC, Andover, MN 
Join us for our annual conference to hear from our speaker, Dr. Gary Hoag on the topic Connecting Faith and 
Work: Helping Your Congregation Follow Jesus Meaningfully from Monday to Saturday. Session topics will include: 
Faith & Work: God's Economy in the Scriptures; Faith & Work: Ten Characters in the Early Church; Faith & Work: 
EFCA Congregations are Made to Flourish. 
 
Mark your calendars 

 NCD Annual Spring Conference - April 11-12, 2016, Constance EFC, Andover, MN 

 Blitz Youth Conference - April 15-17, 2016, Duluth, MN 

 2016 EFCA Theology Conference - Jan. 20-22, 2016, West Des Moines, IA 

 EFCA CHALLENGE Youth Conference - July 3-7, 2016, Louisville, KY 
 

Resources 
On Our Hearts - What Would Jesus Do with a Bioethical Decision? 
John Kilner’s short answer to this question is this: Jesus would make the decision—whether it’s about birth issues, 
death issues, or issues in between—based not on autonomy or utility, but on dignity.  This answer Dr. Kilner 
unpacked in a variety of ways at the bioethics conference earlier this month.  Continue reading. 
 
Pastoral Care Encouragement - Loving Union with Christ 
He held up a dirty, dry, lime-encrusted fountain as a symbol of his pre-sabbatical ministry and life. Continue reading 
 
Missions Mobilization Update - Persecution of Christians 
The persecution of Christians is very real.  We are called to pray.  On November 1st is the International Day of 
Prayer for the persecuted church.  Please read this letter to find out what you and your church can do to prepare for 
that day. 
 
TEDS' Pastor in Residence Sabbatical opportunity 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (TEDS) is offering EFCA Pastors to spend up to two weeks of their Sabbatical on 
the Trinity campus.  This is an opportunity to live on campus, eat in Hawkins Hall, attend TEDS classes, study in 
the library and attend Chapel each day.  Limited numbers accepted so plan ahead to take advantage of this 
opportunity. More information. 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
Church Multiplication Resource - God's Plan For Church Multiplication 
Bob Nieuwendorp, former NCD Church Planting director wrote this book (God's Plan for Church Multiplication) to 
help ministry leaders understand how Jesus’ command to make disciples is informed by God’s command to 
multiply. Writing with over three decades of experience in church planting with the EFCA Central and North Central 
districts, Bob offers a biblically faithful model for church multiplication which is filled with both insightful theology and 
practical wisdom.  "Here's a book that has been lived out in real life... I encourage pastors to reflect on the Biblical 
principles discussed here so that the increase in the number of those coming to the Savior will be enormous." Dr. 
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., President Emeritus, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. This resource is available 
through NextStep Resources. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8drouujb9mfwyzy/11.12.15Family%20and%20Children%27s%20Ministry%20Network.pdf?dl=0
mailto:marc@placeofdecision.com
http://generositymonk.com/w/meet-the-generosity-monk/
http://go.efca.org/opportunities/conferences/2016-efca-theology-conference
http://go.efca.org/opportunities/conferences/challenge-conference
http://divinity.tiu.edu/academics/faculty/john-f-kilner-phd/
http://ncdefca.org/blog/
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Loving-Union-with-Christ-Oct-2015.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/PERSECUTION-OF-CHRISTIANS-October-2015-1.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/TEDS-Pastor-in-Residence-Sabbatical-Policy.pdf
http://www.nsresources.com/browse.cfm/4,12787.html


 
How to Clearly Teach the Bible - Nov. 2, 2015, Trinity EFC, Lakeville, MN 
People love stories. They are constantly watching stories on their tablets, TV’s & theaters. No wonder when God 
wrote the world’s best-selling book, He filled it with stories. While God’s stories are far more powerful & relevant 
than Hollywood’s we have to know how to preach them. Invest a day with Dr. Kent Edwards to learn how to 
communicate God’s stories with more power than this weekend’s blockbuster! Cost $29. Registration link. 
 
Heroic Truth Conference with Josh & Sean McDowell - Nov. 6-7, Rockpoint Church, Lake Elmo, MN 
We are in the midst of a perfect storm in our culture today--intellectually, morally, and relationally. How to respond? 
This conference will help equip us. Click here for more information. 
 
Jail Ministry Training - Nov. 21-22, Grace Cmty Church, Olivia, MN 
Grace Community Church of Olivia is hosting training to aid in mail-based ministry. Trainers will be from the 
Institute for Prison Ministries, Billy Graham Center for Evangelism at Wheaton College. For more information 
contact the church.  
 
Church Security Summit.  Saturday, January 9, 2016 - Constance EFC, Andover, MN 
Your Safety and Security team has already  gathered in your congregation!  Join us at Constance Evangelical  Free 
Church, Andover MN  and attend a one day  event,  that will help you  identify the need for this ministry and ways to 
identify the members of the Body,  God has already equipped to do this strategic mission, regardless of the size of 
your  church.  You will also learn basic skills to identify characteristics of guests  that may have motives and 
behaviors  that aren’t aligned with your mission.  You will learn  methods of intervention.”  You may begin 
registering by contacting Bruce Blatchley :  bblatchley@constancefree.org and you will be sent a complete 
registration packet with the full speaker list.   Food service Funds will be collected by check in your registration 
packet, or  at the event. 
 
Church Planting Ministry Update  
Read Dan's fall ministry updates, Moose Tracks for prayer needs and an update from Pastor Jeff Pankratz, church 
planter for Sanctus Missional Communities in St Cloud, MN.  
 
In Memory of Praxedis Soria 
Former NCD church planter Praxedis Soria passed away last week in Iowa.  The funeral was held on October 17, 
with burial in Blue Earth, MN.  Praxedis was an earnest evangelist among his Latino neighbors.  He will be 
remembered as the man with the message, "Jesus loves you!  You need Jesus!"  Click here for his obituary. 
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