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Events 
 
Reconciling Church Conflict - June 21-23, Bloomington, MN 
This training by Peacemaker Ministries will be coming to the Twin Cities on June 21-23, hosted by the NCD, at 
CrossPoint Church in Bloomington.  Some of Peacemaker's top trainers will be present.  Reconciling Church 
Conflict is an advanced level of training that requires previous training in Conflict Coaching and Mediation.  If you 
qualify, find out more at Peacemaker Ministries. As a result of this training you will be much better equipped to 
apply the gospel to strained and broken relationships in your own congregation and throughout the Body of Christ, 
at large. 
  
NCD Ministry Couples Conference with Pete and Geri Scazzero - Oct. 15-16, Bloomington, MN 
On October 15-16, 2012, in lieu of Pastors Teaching Conference, the NCD and EFCA national office will be co-
sponsoring a two-day conference for ministry couples (individuals are also welcome.)  The conference is based on 
this conviction: As goes the leader's marriage, so goes the ministry.  The conference will address a Biblical 
theology of marriage and offer practice in skills and tools that have potential to transform your life, marriage, and 
ministry.  Presenters and trainers at the conference will be Pete and Geri Scazzero, authors of several books on 
emotionally healthy spirituality.  Pete is the lead pastor at New Life Fellowship in Queens, NY.  Pastoral staff 
members and their spouses are invited, as well as interested lay couples who are involved in local-church 
leadership.  Conference location, cost, and other details will be forthcoming. 
  
Women's Ministry 'Coffee Get Together' - May 23, 7:00-9:00pm, New Hope Church 
Come to an informal gathering of women who are serving in ministry leadership as we dream and discuss what 
God wants to do in and through us as women of the Church. Develop relationships through networking and help set 
the tone for how we can encourage and support one another in the future. Be on the lookout for more networking 
coffees this year around the Cities. If you have questions about Wednesday, May 23rd (7:00-9:00pm), you can 
contact Andrea Tyson at 763-536-3273 or via email 
 
NCD Pastors' Wives' Get-Aways - June 7-9 (Nisswa) or Aug 12-14 (New Ulm) 
The NCD Pastoral Care team is hosting two options for pastor's wives for rest, reflection, and perspective. Read 
more. 
 
Backyard Club Training -  June 11-12, Trinity EFC, Lakeville 
Have you planned on how you are going to reach your community with the Gospel this summer?  How about 
having your families opening their home for neighborhood kids to attend a children’s Bible club for one hour a day 
for one week?  Trinity EFC in Lakeville conducts training for this on Monday and Tuesday, June 11 and 12, from 
9:00am - 5:00pm, and they are opening up their training to NCD churches who would like to send teens or adult for 
the training.  Lunch and snacks are provided each day.  Training covers developmental stages of children, creative 
teaching methods for Bible stories and Bible verses, discipline, game leading techniques, and more. Contact Julie 
Andersen if you are interested in hearing more. 
 
EFCA 2012 Business Session - June 30 (2-4pm Eastern Time) 
For the first time, this year’s Business Session will be held as a teleconference. The leadership conference has 
moved to an every other year format and will take place June 28-30, 2013 in New Orleans, LA. More information 
about the 2012 Business Session teleconference and credentialing details are available online. Learn more 
 
Sabbath Retreat - August 26-28, 2012 - Timber Bay Camp (near Lake Mille Lacs) 
The teaching and value of a biblical Sabbath is something that has faded from the vocabulary and lives of true 
believers in recent decades. But as the world continues to speed up with innovation and technology, the need to 
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slowdown gets greater and greater. Nowhere is this more evident than in the lives of pastors and their churches. 
With burnout and divorce rates equaling those of the general public there is an obvious need for something. That 
something is a return of the biblical Sabbath. Read more. 
 

Resources 
 
On Our Hearts - Hidden Treasures 
Is the average believer today “spiritually impoverished,” and if so, why?  How does God use “ordinary sufferings” to 
lead us back to utilizing spiritual muscles?  Can simply serving in holistic ministry provide an antidote to our 
common “diseases of the soul”?  For simple yet profound insights, join me in reading this brief excerpt from a 
devotional written to Safe Families for Children staff and volunteers . Read more 
 
Pastoral Care - Hope-filled Marriages 
We've talked about being Hope-filled Pastors. But what about Hope-filled Marriages for pastors and their wives. 
Please open and benefit from the experience of a pastoral couple who have been married for over 50 years.  Read 
more 
 
Missions Update - Mission Team Recruitment 
Many mission teams are looking to recruit new members.  Check out the May church mission letter to get ideas on 
recruiting new mission team members.  Read more 
 
NCD Senior Adults Fall Retreat - Sept. 10-12, 2012, Camp Shamineau 
Mark your calendars for this annual event. Information will be available late summer. 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
NCD Annual District Conference Recap 
Paul David Tripp spoke to conferees at Constance EFC last month about "Dangerous Calling: The Unique 
Temptations of Local Church Ministry."  Paul's incisive, surgical messages addressed: 

 the central role of our heart in our words, actions, and ministry 

 the danger of familiarity with God--losing our awe of him, with consequences like fear and mediocrity 

 the danger of arrival--forgetting who we are, with consequences like self-glory and isolation from others 

 the danger of always preparing for ministry to others, crowding out the satisfying of our own souls on the 
glory of Christ 

 the danger of separation--being comfortable with a gap between our public message or persona and our 
private life 

Messages on this theme are available for purchase at Paul Tripp ministries.   
 
In the conference business session delegates accepted Antioch Community Church (Minneapolis) into the district, 
approved next year's budget, voted Larry Orth, Rick & Linda Peterson, Beverly Upshaw, and Dan Van Loon onto 
the NCD board of directors, and heard highlights from a number of district ministries. Ministry director's written and 
verbal reports are available on the NCD web site. The staff and volunteers of Constance EFC were lavish once 
again in their hospitality and hosting. Thank you Constance EFC. 
 
NCD Youth Blitz Conference Update 
The Student Conference DISTRICT BLITZ had 2450 in attendance at the Rochester Mayo Civic Center April 27-29. 
 Nick Hall spoke from John 15 about being "CONNECTED".  Prayer was a major part of this year’s conference.  If a 
youth group took advantage of all the prayer opportunities they would have prayed for 6 hours during the weekend. 
 At every prayer opportunity we had at least 350 to 1500 talking and listening to God.  Praise the Lord!!!  Thank you 
for your prayers. 
 
EFCA Night with the Twins - July 17 
Information and registration form available on the NCD web site 
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