
 
 
March 2014 
 

Events 
NCD Annual Conference - April 7-8, 2014 - First EFC, Maplewood, MN 
But what exactly is a disciple?  What does it mean to make disciples?  What does this look like in a 
church?  How can a church make disciplemaking central to its life?  How do church leaders take the lead 
in this? We address these issues at this year’s district conference, continuing our multi-year theme, The 
Heart of the Church, with speaker, Aaron Couch.  Aaron is part of a multi-church culture in Idaho that is 
recognized across the country as truly fruitful in making disciples.  We’ll have the opportunity to glean 
from Aaron’s experience and wisdom. Consider join us for this annual conference. Information  
 
Global Outreach Summit - March 15, 2014 - Willmar EFC 
Growing a Health, Missions-Active Church  -  To help you and your church more effectively reach the lost 
for Christ locally and around the world, attend this one-day training event. More information 
  
Family Ministries ToolBox Conference - March 15, 2014 - Trinity EFC, Lakeville, MN 
Come get fired up for ministry to and through families at the Family Ministry Toolkit Conference. Designed 
to give you real tools to put to use immediately in your church, this conference provides inspiring 
speakers and worship, times to network with other churches, and options to attend three workshops in the 
afternoon. Bring your whole team and benefit from a greater range of workshops! Cost is only 
$25/person. This year’s keynote speaker is Mark Gold, a dynamic nationally known youth and family 
ministries conference speaker. To register 
 
Senior Adults Celebration - April 1, 2014 - Rockpoint Church - Lake Elmo, MN 
Enjoy time of inspiration, music, food, and fellowship. Speaker: Dr Bob Ricker. Information 
NCD Youth Blitz - April 25-27, 2014 -  Duluth, MN   Register today.  Download registration packet, 
posters, and view promotional videos at www.districtblitz.com 
 
Sabbath Rest Retreat - May 4-6, Mille Lacs Lake area, MN  
This seminar equips and motivates individuals to enjoy a weekly Sabbath experience in their ministries, 
while enjoying the beauty at Timber Bay Retreat Center. More information. 
 
CHALLENGE Youth Conference - July 6-10 - Kansas City, MN 
Challenge is designed to be a catalyst for our local youth ministries. We have a great theme and line-up 
of speakers and artists this year that will pave the way for many meaningful conversations. Our prayer is 
that God would use this week to challenge students to live on mission with God every day, everywhere, 
forever. Find more information on the Challenge website. 
 

Resources 
On Our Hearts - Don't Misunderstand Grace 
Grace is what every person needs.  Without grace, no one can be saved, nor can anyone walk in the 
fullness of a transformed life in Jesus Christ. Many times grace is misunderstood.  Continue reading 
 
Missions Update - 12 Key issues Influencing Our Mission 
As people interested in missions it is vital to know key areas that will influence missions in the 
future.  Please read this article from J.D. Payne's insights on key mission issues. 
 
Pastors Care Encouragement: Boundary Drifting 
Are things piling up and closing off our options? Maybe we are experiencing Boundary Drifting. Continue 
reading 
 

http://ncdefca.org/resources/conference/2014-disciplemaking-gods-heart-for-the-church-a-couch/
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Global-Outreach-Summit-Willmar-3-15-2014.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/2014Toolkit
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Senior-Celebration-2014-poster.pdf
http://www.districtblitz.com/DBMN/Registration14.html
http://www.districtblitz.com/
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/May-4-6-2014-SRR-Flyer.pdf
http://go.efca.org/resources/announcement/challenge-conference-2014
http://ncdefca.org/blog/2014/03/dont-misunderstand-grace/#more-4513
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/2014-March-12-Key-Issues-Influencing-Our-Mission.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Boundary-Drifting-March-2014.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Boundary-Drifting-March-2014.pdf


Church Based Training - Leadership Development, March 30-31, Hope Community Church, 
Minneapolis, MN 
According to Leadership Network, the most urgent ministry need facing churches is godly, trained, and 
trustworthy leaders. Because of this, we've built a focused, (less than 24 hours) strategic, (come with your 
team) and contextualized (70% of the time is with your own people) gathering in order to catalyze your 
church's efforts to raise up leaders. We aim to start serious conversations, build strategy, set goals, insert 
accountability, and pursue the vision to make disciples and leaders together. The cost is $90 for a team of 
3 and $115 for a team of 4 (includes breakfast and lunch. If you're traveling some distance and would like 
housing assistance, please let us know. Contact Rob@hopecc.com for info or Register here. 
 
Shall Not Prevail -  Mission 1618/Acts 29 Conference - April 4, Minneapolis, MN 
It’s all too often that people think of the Christian life in a defensive posture.  It’s one where we are meant 
to guard ourselves from the attacks from the outside.  However, Jesus Himself said, “I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).  Gates, are by nature, a defensive 
structure.  The Christian life is one that is also meant to be offensive!  Join us at “Shall Not Prevail”, a 
one-day conference with Ed Stetzer on what it would mean to make a significant dent in the 
Midwest!  Time:  8:30am - 10:00pm. Location Hope Cmty Church (707 10th Ave S, Minneapolis, 55407), 
$59 early Bird rate. Register online and find more information at www.mission1618.com! 
 
All Ages Prayer and Worship Gathering 
Join older and younger generations who come together to pray on the evening of the National Day of 
Prayer, May 1st.  "One night, one body, one mission, one Savior."  Click here for more information. 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
IRS Form 8822-B: A New Reporting Requirement for Churches 
The IRS became increasingly frustrated by its inability to communicate with responsible parties identified 
by employers EIN number (change of individual, address change, etc). Any church that has employees, 
files employment tax returns, or has a bank or brokerage account, must have an "employer identification 
number" (EIN). On November 18, 2013, the IRS adopted an entirely new requirement to address this 
problem, stating any employer with an EIN must report changes in the identity of its responsible party to 
the IRS by March 1, 2014, using Form 8822-B.  Form 8822-B form/instructions. For further information, 
review this article.  If your churches need further clarification, please direct contact the EFCA Finance & 
Operations Department, Sophie (sophie.ly@efca.org) or Laura (laura.brice@efca.org).  ---EFCA Finance 
& Operations Department 
 
Credentials Granted:  
Congratulations to Darren Carlson in receiving an EFCA Certificate of Ordination. 
 
New Senior Pastors in the NCD 

 Northfield EFC welcomes Daniel Runke as lead pastor, beginning March 1st. 

 Trinity EFC, Lakeville welcomes Michael Shields as lead pastor, beginning in March. 
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