
 
 
February 2014 
 
Events 
NCD Annual Conference - April 7-8, 2014 - First EFC, Maplewood, MN 
But what exactly is a disciple?  What does it mean to make disciples?  What does this look like in a 
church?  How can a church make disciplemaking central to its life?  How do church leaders take the lead 
in this? We address these issues at this year’s district conference, continuing our multi-year theme, The 
Heart of the Church, with speaker, Aaron Couch.  Aaron is part of a multi-church culture in Idaho that is 
recognized across the country as truly fruitful in making disciples.  We’ll have the opportunity to glean 
from Aaron’s experience and wisdom. Consider join us for this annual conference. Information  
 
Family & Children’s Ministry Network meeting –  Feb. 13, 2014 -  EFCA National Office, 
Bloomington, MN 
Connect with other family and children’s ministry leaders for encouragement, input and ideas for ministry 
on Thursday, February 13, 2014, from noon to 4 pm at the CIF meeting room at the EFCA headquarters 
in Bloomington, MN.  Box lunches are available for $10 each (RSVP to Julie Andersen by 2/12).  Topics 
this quarter include: Ideas for “milestone celebrations” to promote family-oriented ministry and disciple-
making, Parent/Child classes on communion, baptism and more; Ideas for Easter celebrations and 
summer ministry. Bring topics/issues of your own for us to address.  RSVPs – Julie Andersen 
(jandersen@trinityefc.net) 
 
Global Outreach Summit - March 15, 2014 - Willmar EFC 
Growing a Health, Missions-Active Church  -  To help you and your church more effectively reach the lost 
for Christ locally and around the world, attend this one-day training event. More information 
  
Family Ministries ToolBox Conference - March 15, 2014 - Trinity EFC, Lakeville, MN 
Come get fired up for ministry to and through families at the Family Ministry Toolkit Conference. Designed 
to give you real tools to put to use immediately in your church, this conference provides inspiring 
speakers and worship, times to network with other churches, and options to attend three workshops in the 
afternoon. Bring your whole team and benefit from a greater range of workshops! Cost is only 
$25/person. This year’s keynote speaker is Mark Gold, a dynamic nationally known youth and family 
ministries conference speaker. To register 
 
Senior Adults Celebration - April 1, 2014 - Rockpoint Church - Lake Elmo, MN 
Enjoy time of inspiration, music, food, and fellowship. Speaker: Dr Bob Ricker. Information 
NCD Youth Blitz - April 25-27, 2014 -  Duluth, MN 
Register today.  Download registration packet, posters, and view promotional videos at 
www.districtblitz.com 
 
CHALLENGE Youth Conference - July 6-10 - Kansas City, MN 
Challenge is designed to be a catalyst for our local youth ministries. We have a great theme and line-up 
of speakers and artists this year that will pave the way for many meaningful conversations. Our prayer is 
that God would use this week to challenge students to live on mission with God every day, everywhere, 
forever. Find more information on the Challenge website. 
 
Resources 
On Our Hearts -  Tests for the Fire 
These trials are only to test your faith, to show that it is strong and pure.  It is being tested as fire tests 
and purifies gold – and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold.  So if your faith remains 
strong after being tried by fiery trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 1 Peter 1:7   Read an excerpt from the book, Hope for Tough 
Times, by Mary J. Nelson 
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Pastoral Care Encouragement - Personal Boundaries and Expectations, Emotions and HALT  
I love those rumble strips on sides of the highway.  They allow me to pray with my eyes closed while I 
drive. ... Continue reading 
 
Missions Update - Learn About "Out" 
Being a missional church can have great advantages to reach out to our growing non-Christian 
culture.  Please read ideas from Mike Breen on how focusing on "OUT" can make a difference in your 
church. 
 
Gospel Men Conference, March 1, Minneapolis, MN 
The Gospel Men conference on March 1st is a one-day training event designed to mobilize men to live 
for Jesus Christ in every area of their lives. Early-bird registration cost is $30 through February 
15th. After that or at the door it's $40, so please get your men registered ASAP. You can follow the link 
on the website to register: gospelmenmn.com 
God Dependent Parenting Conference - Feb. 28 - March 1,  Village EFC, Maple Plain, MN 
For all parents!  For those who are just starting out and to those who have high school students.  We 
have designed this conference to meet the needs of all stages of parenting.  Sponsored by 4 EFCA 
churches. Glenn Olson and his wife,  Anne, will be the speakers. Workshops include: Parenting Kids with 
Special Needs, Transitioning Kids into Adulthood, Adoption--what do I need to know?, Using Teachable 
Moments to Ignite your Kids' Faith, Safeguarding Technology Use with your children. Cost is $49/couple, 
$39 for singles. Registration at villagechurch.com. 
 
BUMP Twin Cities - July 19-27, 2014 - Twin Cities 
Bridging Urban Mission Partnerships  - For more than 20 years, BUMP has been partnering students and 
EFCA urban churches in cities across America, crossing cultural and socio-economic borders with the 
gospel. Participants receive training on issues of compassion, justice and poverty, students use their gifts, 
talents and skills to lead on-site ministry, while urban churches are resourced and reinforced through 
mutual partnerships. Students and leaders return home with desire and skills to engage their 
communities.  Serve an urban church for a week. Gain ministry skills that last a lifetime. Return home. 
Change your world.   More information.  Register now. Volunteers needed (interns, college students) 
REKINDLE Conference - March 22, 2014, Oak Hills College, Bemidji, MN 
Fresh fire to trin, encourage, and inspire pastors and ministry staff. Includes a missions track presented 
by STeve & Kathy Austvold. Information 
 
Miscellaneous 
Health Reimbursement Arrangements” (HRA) Changes 
The longstanding practice of many churches to use “Health Reimbursement Arrangements” (HRA), 
whether formal or informal, may no longer be used to reimburse premiums outside of reporting the 
amount as W2 (taxable) compensation. Continue reading 
 
ECFA tax booklets 
2014 is upon us, and you should be aware of the new tax regulations for pastors and churches. As a 
pastor or church bookkeeper, do you need help with all those IRS tax forms? Want to understand the “big 
picture” concerning special clergy and church tax provisions? Together the ECFA and the EFCA are 
providing a free download of two important 2014 ECFA tax booklets: “Preparing Tax Returns for Clergy” 
and “Reporting Procedures for Congregations.” Each booklet includes completed IRS form samples to 
help you complete the required tax forms for 2013. Download your copies today!  
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