
Desperation and the Sufficiency of Christ 

He (Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities - all things were created through him and for 

him. (Colossians 1:15-16-ESV) 

 

Recently, I received an email from a missionary friend who serves in a country where numerous 

world religions coexist in the same region: 

Last year I met 18 ladies at one Bible study who had recently believed in Christ from 

Muslim backgrounds. They were extremely poor. I asked them what was the big 

difference between being a Muslim and now being a believer in Christ. They all shouted: 

“Joy!” They radiated joy through their weak and poverty-stricken bodies.  

“Joy” is universally experienced by all who trust Jesus Christ as their all-sufficient Savior and 

ever-present Friend. I observe that there is a common denominator among those who strike joy in 

their relationship with Christ. Desperation precedes joy! These weak and poverty-stricken 

women must have been desperate, physically and spiritually, to turn to Christ, risking alienation 

and abandonment for rejecting Islam.  

“Behind the debris of our self-styled, sullen supermen, there stands the gigantic figure of 

one person, because of whom, by whom, in whom, and through whom alone mankind 

might still have hope: the person of Jesus Christ.” – G.K Chesterton1 

I recently attended the funeral of a 32-year-old husband and father of three young children. After 

Adam was diagnosed with a malignant tumor, he was given only nine months to live. That’s a 

desperate situation! He battled cancer for nearly five years before the disease finally took his life 

… but not before Adam demonstrated amazing joy in his circumstances. His countenance 

advanced the hope of so many. I heard him say on more than one occasion, “Being diagnosed 

with a terminal disease was the best thing that ever happened to me. That’s when I came to know 

Jesus Christ intimately. I wouldn’t trade that relationship for anything this world has to offer.”  

I know of at least two fellow employees where Adam worked who came to Christ after speaking 

with him. I dare to say that, in one way or another, we are all as desperate as Adam; we just don’t 

know it yet. 

“Most men lead lives of quiet desperation and go to the grave with the song still in them.”                                                       

– Henry David Thoreau 

Let me tell you about a woman who had it all: intelligence, personality, “looks” and a brilliant 

career as a department director of a large corporation. Still in her twenties, she was awarded the 
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privilege of representing her company all over the nation. While climbing the ladder of corporate 

success, she discovered that life at the top was not only lonely, it was empty.  

One Sunday morning, this successful young lady heard a sermon about King Solomon, the man 

who had it all. She identified with the desperate emptiness of Solomon’s quest. The minister 

turned her attention to Christ as the all-sufficient One. Christ changed her life so completely that 

she quit her high-profile job with all the big-city amenities for a more modest job in her more 

moderate hometown. In her own words, “Jesus filled a hole in my heart that no one else could.” 

“And I, I'm desperate for you 

  And I, I'm lost without you…” 

                 Breathe by Michael W. Smith 

Rags or riches, we are all desperate for Jesus Christ. Blessed is the person who discovers this 

reality at a young age, without experiencing poverty, violence or hardship. No price is too high 

for the person and work of Jesus Christ.  

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

(Matthew 13:44-ESV) 
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