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Events 
Sabbath Rest Retreat - Aug 30 - Sept 1,  Mille Lacs Lake area, MN  
Mark your calendar now and plan to attend. This seminar equips and motivates individuals to enjoy a weekly Sabbath 
experience in their ministries, while enjoying the beauty at Timber Bay Retreat Center. More information   
  
Bioethics Conference - Oct. 5-6, 2015,  New Hope, MN 
Human Life and Dignity in Today's World: Equipping Christians to Meet the Ministry Challenges of Bioethical, 
Medical, Financial, and Legal Aspects of Reproductive, Middle-of-Life, and End-of-Life Decisions.  
Christians in today's world increasingly face bioethical possibilities, choices, and decisions—and the agonizing difficulties 
that often accompany these realities. This is a conference about what it means to be human, to live as a human in 
relationship with God, and to care for others as humans created in the image of God. This is a conference about 
technology, but not technology only, and not just for the technologically minded. This is a conference about medicine and 
health care, but not medicine and health care only, and not just for those who are facing health challenges. This is a 
conference about bioethics, and it's for pastors, chaplains, healthcare providers, caregivers, church leaders, and all 
Christians. More information.  Brochure.   On-line Registration 
 
NCD Pastors' Wives' Get-Away - Oct. 25-27 (Sunday-Tuesday), Waterville (southern MN area) 
The NCD Pastoral Care team is hosting another option for pastor's wives for rest, reflection, and perspective. More 
information 
 
Family & Children's Ministry Network - Nov. 12 (2:00pm) - 13 (11:00am),  Camp Shamineau 
Enjoy fellowship time with other Family & Children's Ministry leaders. We will have times of worship and reflection. 
Breakouts: Cultural Trends that Affect Leaders, Creating Margin in Your Ministry, Social Media in Ministry. Enjoy free time 
networking with others, or a hay ride, or other camp activities. Cost: $25 (includes lodging, meals, and activities). Please 
RSVP and Contact Marc Castro at marc@placeofdecision.com     
 
Mark your calendars 

 NCD Annual Spring Conference - April 11-12, 2016, Constance EFC, Andover, MN 

 Blitz Youth Conference - April 15-17, 2016, Duluth, MN 

 2016 EFCA Theology Conference - Jan. 20-22, 2016, West Des Moines, IA 

 EFCA CHALLENGE Youth Conference - July 3-7, 206,Louisville, KY 
 
 

Resources 
On Our Hearts - Recalibrating with EFCA Past and Future 
EFCA One, the biennial national conference, was very meaningful to me this year.  Not that other national conferences 
haven’t been, but there was something extra special about this year’s.  The presidential transition, of course, was historic, 
and the training sessions that I attended were excellent.  But the plenary-session speakers were particularly challenging 
to heart and ministry. Continue reading 
 
Missions Update - EFCA One Conference Highlights 
The EFCA One conference is now history. We saw the election of our new EFCA president Kevin Kompelien. What is 
exciting for us is to know that he served as the ReachGlobal Africa director for many years. He also opened in prayer the 
pre-conference workshop on anti-trafficking. He said that this area was a passion of his. I want to highlight some of the 
conference items related to missions. What does God want you to do with the following information? Continue reading 
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Missions Update - Church Mission Surveys 
Over the past several years we have surveyed different NCD churches asking about their mission involvement.  See how 
they responded and where you see your church in this survey.  Let us know how we can serve you. Continue reading 
 
Pastoral Care - From Sufficiency to Triumph 
The key to experiencing Christ’s triumph is the recognition of our human insufficiency ... Continue 
 
Ministry Match Assessment Tool Update 
MinistryMatch is a multiple-construct tool developed to measure the elements of an individual's life that are directly related 
to Christian ministry. NCD uses this tool extensively in placement and ministry team building. Center for Church 
Effectiveness, the developer of MinistryMatch recently announced they have created a new report called the 
MinistryMatch Detailed Report, a 32 page report with fully interpreted views of your results. If you've taken the 
MinistryMatch before but it has been a number of years, you can re-take the assessment for a 25% discount until Oct. 1, 
2015. Also noteworthy, MinistryMatch is now availalbe in Spanish. Click here to read more. 
 
Resources for responding to the recent Supreme Court Ruling - Click here 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
Church Planting Ministry Update 
Read Dan's ministry updates, Moose Tracks for prayer needs and an update from Pastor Willie Grimm, church planter for 
The Gathering Church in Rochester, MN.  
 
Pastoral Care Resource 
Sabbath Solutions, a quarterly newsletter that offers rest as a solution to the frantic pace of everyday life. 
 
District news:  

 John Larson, lead pastor of Hope Church, Oakdale retired July 31,  

 Tom Latterell, pastor of Redwood Falls EFC retired July 31  

 Brian Swedburg is the new pastor at Redwood Falls (formerly pastor of The Lighthouse, Hackensack)  

 Tom Bonar (Alvwood EFC, Blackduck) passed away suddenly July 27.  

 Matthew St. John began the ministry of lead pastor of New Hope Church (New Hope) in August. 

 Fred Cressman, pastor of Crosslake EFC, resigned to head to Africa with Ancient Path Ministries 

 EFCA Ministry licenses were granted to Nate Miller (Brooklyn Park EFC), Josh Major (Anchor Point Cmty, 
Duluth), and Jeff McCourt (New Hope Church, New Hope). 
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