
 

 
 
April 2015 
 

Special Announcement 
 
NCD Task Force 
Times of transitions are times of opportunity. As Tom Mouw anticipates transitioning from his leadership role as District 
Superintendent, the NCD Board affirms the value of having a team to review where we’ve been, where we are, and where 
we desire to go. To that end, they have formed a Task Force to both review and provide a recommendation for this 
transition with an eye to long-term possibilities. A hope of the team will be to contact each of our 150 churches in a 
meaningful way and, after listening well, to discern possible paths ahead for our district. Please feel free to contact any of 
the Task Force team members listed on the attached roster. 
 
 

Events 
2015 District Blitz - April 24-26, 2015, Rochester, MN 
Speaker: Reid Kapple. Worship leaders: Seventh Hour.  More information check out Blitz website. 
Family & Children’s Ministry Network meeting –  May 14, 2014 -  EFCA National Office, Bloomington, MN 
Connect with other family and children’s ministry leaders for encouragement, input and ideas for ministry on Thursday, 
May 14th from noon to 4 pm at the CIF meeting room at the EFCA headquarters in Bloomington, MN. Bring your own 
lunch. Topics for the meeting include: Ministry planning (what programs will you stop, start or change), ideas for kicking off 
the school year, volunteer recruiting. Bring topics/issues of your own for us to address. RSVPs – Marc Castro at 
marc@placeofdecision.com 
 
NCD Pastors' Wives' Get-Away - June 7-9 (Sunday-Tuesday), Brainerd Lakes area, MN 
The NCD Pastoral Care team is hosting another option for pastor's wives for rest, reflection, and perspective. More 
information 
 
EFCA One Conference - June 16-18, 2015, North Coast Church, Vista, CA 
The EFCA One national conference brings with it a kind of return to first principles--not just for attendees but also for the 
conference itself. As Paul reminds us, the Church is called to unity--one body, one spirit, one hope (Eph 4). Features: 
plenary speakers, worship, workshop sessions. More information.  
 
SOS:MP (Summer of Service: Mission Possible) Youth Outreach Conference - June 26 - July 1, 2015, Trinity EFC, 
Lakeville, MN 
Students in grades 7-12 converge to learn simple ways to impact their world. Students won't just hear the Word on a daily 
basis; they will be activated to do the Word as they go all over the Twin Cities showing God's love in practical ways! 
Registration is only $200 until May 15.  More information 
 
2015 BUMP (Bridging Urban Missions Project) - July 18-26, Twin Cities, MN 
For more than 20 years, BUMP has been partnering students and EFCA urban churches in cities across America, 
crossing cultural and socio-economic borders with the gospel. Participants receive training on issues of compassion, 
justice and poverty.  Students use their gifts, talents and skills to lead on-site ministry, while urban churches are resourced 
and reinforced through mutual partnerships. Students and leaders return home with desire and skills to engage their 
communities. What makes BUMP  unique?   Info/Registration   
 
2015 Speed BUMP - Aug. 2-5, 2015, Twin Cities, MN 
This four-day abbreviated version of BUMP is designed to introduce youth to urban ministry and issues of the city. Ideal 
for those wanting to get a taste of urban missions with a learning-while-serving twist. More info 
 
Sabbath Rest Retreat - Aug 30 - Sept 1, Mille Lacs Lake area, MN  
Mark your calendar now and plan to attend. This seminar equips and motivates individuals to enjoy a weekly Sabbath 
experience in their ministries, while enjoying the beauty at Timber Bay Retreat Center.   
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Bioethics Conference - Oct. 5-6, 2015, New Hope, MN 
Human Life and Dignity in Today's World: Equipping Christians to Meet the Ministry Challenges of Bioethical, 
Medical, Financial, and Legal Aspects of Reproductive, Middle-of-Life, and End-of-Life Decisions.  
The conference will explore bioethical opportunities, perplexities, dilemmas, agonies, and demands that we face in today's 
world of medical and technological realities. Dr John Kilner, our speaker (Professor of Bioethics and Contemporary 
Culture at TEDS) will offer biblical perspectives and practical equipping. Dr Kilner's teaching and a variety of workshops 
will help pastors, chaplains, nurses, care-givers, and all believers address complex situations and make decisions with 
biblical integrity. Mark your calendar now to attend. 
 
 

Resources 
On Our Hearts  - March Annual Conference Recap 
The 2015 district conference featured Jan David Hettinga speaking on multiplication.  Drawing on his own experience in 
leading a church that has produced a network of 20 churches, Jan talked about multiplying followers, leaders, and 
churches.  This multiplication arises from four values in the church: the supremacy of Christ, community, transformation, 
and multiplication.  Multiplication flows from the other three values; if they are not in place, multiplication will stall. 
Continue reading. Click here for audio recordings posted thus far ... more to come. 
 
Missions Update - Retired Missionaries 
Retired missionaries is a subject that every mission team will deal with someday.  What is the correct policy?  Should 
missionaries be supported in retirement years?  Please read this introductory article and share it with your mission team. 
 
Pastoral Care Encouragement - Sufficiency in Christ 
Sufficiency in Christ:“Can my family, friends and congregation honestly say that I am learning contentment?” Continue 
reading 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
NCD News 

 Anchor Point Community Church, a NCD church plant in Wabasha, MN was accepted by the district at the March 
17 NCD annual meeting. 

 Zimmerman EFC is now Refuge Church (An Evangelical Free Church). He will cover you with His feathers, 
and under His wings, you will find refuge. Psalm 91:4  

 Recent senior pastoral changes:  
 Matt Miklasz to Elim Mission Church in Cokato, John Patnode began at Princeton EFC, Scott Wade is senior 

pastor at Coon Rapids EFC, Brandon Zieske to senior pastor of Pleasant Valley EFC in Winona. 
 Lead pastors transitioning to other ministries:  Rick Ensrud (Brooklyn Park), Rick Iglesias (Winona), Dean 

Paulson (North Branch, Kost EFC), Steve Goold (New Hope). 

 EFCA Credentials Granted:  
 Licenses granted: Scott Barber (Worthington, Grace Cmty), Ryan Petersen (Balaton, Skandia EFC), Justin 

Otto (Lindstrom, Lakes EFC), Paul Klassen (Melrose, Birch Hills Cmty), Jorge Osorio (Monticello, Hope EFC), 
Greg Atkins (Austin, Faith EFC).   

 Certificate of Ordination: Jerry Johnson (Bemidji EFC), Brett Cushing (Bloomington, Crosspoint Church).  
 Transfer of Ordination:  Fred Cressman (Crosslake). 

 
 
 

http://ncdefca.org/blog/
http://ncdefca.org/resources/conference/2015-multiplication-fruit-of-biblical-values-jan-david-hettinga/
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/RETIRED-MISSIONARIES-April-2015.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/Sufficiency-in-Christ-April-15.pdf
http://ncdefca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/Sufficiency-in-Christ-April-15.pdf

