
A Robust Hope 
 

At the beginning of 2012, I suggested that the Word of God calls believers to be the most 

hope-filled people on the face of the earth. I assume that, as Evangelical Free Church 

pastors, we agree that all true believers are infused with a living hope the moment we 

repent and confess Christ as Savior, as stated in 1 Peter 1:3: 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (1 Peter 1:3 ESV) 

 

Are believers simply born-again with a fully developed living hope, or does hope become 

more vigorous when stretched and strengthened like a muscle? In other words, is a   

Robust Hope infused or forged? I suggest to you that 1 Peter 1:3 introduces the shallow 

end of a pool designed to mold or forge our hope into a Robust Hope which will 

withstand the onslaught of realities that would otherwise crush what we once thought to 

be hardy hope. Peter goes on to speak of the testing of our faith:  
 

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 
7
 so that the tested genuineness of your faith- more 

precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire- may be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:6-7 

ESV) 

 

Likewise, hope must go through a similar refinery. The apostle Paul introduces two 

words which vividly speak of the development or forging of robust hope:  

 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. (Romans 15:4 ESV) 

 

I have chosen the word "forged" because it portrays the process of shaping metal by 

localized compressive forces (Wikipedia). I am convinced that a robust hope is forged by 

compressive forces that we would prefer to escape if it were not for our Lord’s call to 

maturity. Hope is forged by endurance and encouragement of the Scriptures. This month 

I want to focus on the role endurance plays regarding a robust hope in the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

The Greek word for endurance is a compound word that provides a vivid picture when 

broken down, (u`pomonh, {hoop-om-on-ay'}). The prefix u`po is translated under and 

the root word monh is translated remain – literally under remain. The idea being, 

endurance is remaining under some object or situation. In the context of Romans 15:4, 

the Scriptures teach us that hope is forged by remaining under circumstances that our 

flesh would prefer to escape. This idea of forging hope through remaining under 

hardships is reinforced by Paul earlier in Romans chapter five: 
 



More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5 ESV) 

 

Paul links remaining under to hope once again in his salutation to the church in 

Thessalonica:  

 

... remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness ({u`pomonh,}endurance in NIV) of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:3)  

 

These texts about hope pose the question: What circumstances, hardships or hurts are 

you under which you would like to get out from under? Are you to remain under the 

circumstances that God is using to forge a robust hope for apocalyptic horizons or simply 

to face the aging process? Perhaps you are in a situation from which you would like to 

run, but the circumstances have you in a vice-grip as the Word of God acts as a hammer 

(Jeremiah 23:29), forging out the most amazing hope.  

 

Once upon a time, I left one unpleasant situation only to have a vice and hammer waiting 

for me at the next. At the time, I said, “I am not running from anything.” In retrospect, I 

know that I was running, and God was waiting until I could run no further.  

 

NCD Pastoral Care 

Jim Anderson 

 

 


