
Ready to Forgive 

 
I lost a good friend last month. I mean a really good friend! Time does not allow me to 

highlight all of the qualities that made him such a fantastic friend to so many. However, 

there was one outstanding quality that seasoned his life to his last breath – A 

READINESS TO FORGIVE. 

 

LeRoy died from a blood clot four days after a collision with another vehicle he could not 

avoid. From an accident analyst’s perspective, LeRoy was in the wrong place at the 

wrong time for a fragment of a second. He did not cause the accident.  

 

It was my privilege to visit LeRoy twice in the hospital and receive his phone calls before 

his passing. One afternoon LeRoy called me to say, “I heard that the driver of the vehicle 

that hit the car that came into my lane attends our church. I was not told who it was but I 

hold no grudges and am ready to express forgiveness when he comes to me. And if he 

doesn’t come to me, I will go to him. God has a purpose in all of this.” 

 

LeRoy’s readiness to forgive was based on his own reception of God’s miraculous 

forgiveness throughout his life. To the best of my knowledge, LeRoy never experienced 

the wild side. However, he learned at an early age that he was a sinner and throughout his 

life he experienced the devastation of sin through many hardships.  

 

Forgiveness of our sins mandated a miracle from Almighty God. No act of nature or 

natural man could lift the weight of divine wrath our sins deserved. For any one of us to 

be forgiven required an act of God beyond what the created order could supply. By 

definition, that is a miracle! The immensity of this miracle is seen in that it was not just 

one perfect divine man dying in place of one sinful human being; it was the One Man 

Jesus Christ dying for all the sins of all mankind forever.  

 

That was all the miracle LeRoy needed to possess the readiness to forgive others. 

Forgiving others was a reflexive act based on his absorption of God’s forgiveness 

towards him. LeRoy didn’t require another work of God to forgive others. He just never 

forgot or “got over” the one that had been performed on Mount Calvary. 

 

I have been a pastor long enough to know that church work requires constant forgiveness 

of those who surround us in our congregations and communities. The answer is not found 

in glaring at those who offend you, but in staring at Him who offered Himself up for you.  

 

“For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” Mark 10:45   

 

In Christ Now and Forever, 

Jim Anderson 

NCD Pastoral Care 

 

 



 


