
 
 

July / August 2013 

 

Events 

BUMP Twin Cities, July 13-21 

BUMP Twin Cities is happening this week. Six of our urban churches (Antioch Cmty, Mpls; Faith EFC, Robbinsdale; 

CrossCultural EFC, St Paul; New Salem EFC, Mpls; Payne Ave EFC, St Paul; and Riverside EFC, Mpls have BUMP 

groups paired with them. These 181 students are learning first hand about the city, homelessness, and refugees and 

immigrants. They are leading sports camps, Vacation Bible Schools, updating the mural on New Salem EFC, and helping 

Faith EFC in Robbinsdale with the construction of a handicapped accessible ramp. Daily postings of activities and prayer 

requests are posted on their blog. 

 

Family & Children's Ministry Networking Meeting - Aug. 1, Trinity EFC in Lakeville (noon - 4:00pm). 

Join other ministry leaders for encouragement, training, and sharing of resources. Contact Julie Andersen for full details.  

 

Strengthening the Church, Aug. 10th, 9am--5pm, Minneapolis 

A workshop from 9Marks to equip church leaders with perspective and tools for healthy church life and 

ministry.  Speakers are Ryan Townsend, executive director of 9Marks and Trip Lee, rapper, author, pastoral assistant at 

Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, DC. The location is Jubilee Community Church, 1628 East 33rd St., 

Minneapolis.   Cost:  $30 ($15 students and interns) 

Register:  http://www.9marks.org/events/strengthening-church 

 

Sabbath Rest Retreats, August 26-27, Mille Lacs Lake area, MN 
This seminar equips and motivates individuals to enjoy a weekly Sabbath experience in their ministries, while enjoying 

the beauty at Timber Bay Retreat Center. For more information … 

 

Senior Adults Retreat - Sept. 9-10, Camp Shamineau, MN 

Speakers: Dr. Raleigh & Paulette Washington. Special Music: Men of Praise Quartet:    Further information to be mailed 

in July. 

 

Pastors Teaching Conference, Oct. 7-8, Camp Shamineau 

Leith Anderson will be our speaker, addressing the theme Pastoral Leadership: A Challenging role in a Changing 

Church and Culture. Topics will range from pastoral leadership and personal perseverance to evangelism, church 

planting, and practical ministry.  Cost: $85/person. Registration details will be available in August. 

 

EFCA Worship Leaders Networking - Oct 14, South Suburban EFC, Apple Valley, MN 
The EFCA is hosting our second annual gathering of worship leaders from around the country, Monday, October 14 

(noon) through Wednesday, October 16 noon, at South Suburban EFC in Apple Valley, MN. The purpose of this 

gathering is connecting with other worship leaders, sharing best practices and discussing relevant issues facing worship 

leaders and our churches today. The uniqueness of this gathering is that YOU, the group, sets the agenda. There is no cost 

for your attending, it is our commitment to encourage you and invest in your ministry and church. More information. 

 

Resources 

On Our Hearts - Are You a Good Christ? 
Twice within a week's time I was admonished to consider, "to what extent others might experience walking with Christ as 

they spend time with me?"  Continue reading 

 

Missions Update -  EFCA One Conference highlights 
Read this letter to see some of the mission highlights from the 2013 EFCA ONE conference. Read more 

 

Pastoral Care Encouragement - The Power of Forgiveness, Part 2 
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Today I want to take you a little further down the road of forgiveness…” Continue reading 

 

EFCA Resource on Homosexuality and Same-Sex "Marriage" 
The EFCA Spiritual Heritage Committee has written a Statement that will be an excellent resource for pastors and 

churches as they think through and write policies on this moral issue of the day. The Resource on Homosexuality and 

Same-Sex "Marriage" document begins: "Never have the sexual ethics of our culture been more confused and contorted. 

The need for a clear voice from the church on these matters is critical, both for the health of our own community and for 

our faithful witness to the world...   Read the full statement.  Sample policies available here. 

 

The Cancer Journey:  Walking Together -  October 26, 2013, New Hope Church  
This workshop would be valuable if you are a nurse, care team member, Stephen Minister, pastor or church leader. Hosted 

by Elim Care Faith Community Nursing. Workshop hours: 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM.  Contact Mary Van Der Werf for more 

information, mvanderw@elimcare.org. Check out the brochure onNCD calendar page. 

 

Did you know ... 
...that 49 Faith Community Nurses are serving in ministry at 25 of our North Central District EFCA churches?  Contact 

Mary Van Der Werf, Elim Faith Community Nurse Coordinator, mvanderw@elimcare.org to discover how you can start a 

ministry in your church. 

 

Coming Together Conference - Oct. 12, 2013 - Minneapolis 
The Coming Together multicultural leadership conference is being held on Saturday, October 12, 2013 from 8:30am to 

4:00pm at First Baptist Church in Minneapolis.  This conference is designed to equip pastors and lay leaders with cultural 

knowledge, intercultural skills, personal connections, and hands-on ministry ideas to empower increased ministry capacity 

and vision to work with and to serve immigrant communities in Minnesota. Registration: $19 if before Sept. 3. More 

information available at comingtogethertc.org 

 

My Hope America 
Billy Graham wants to give one more invitation to people to follow Jesus, and he is planning a special media event in 

November 2013 to celebrate his 95th birthday."My Hope America" is a media outreach where Christians will invite 

neighbors and friends into their home to hear the hosts' testimony and watch a short video invitation from Billy Graham to 

follow Jesus. Throughout July the My Hope America team is providing 17 informational training sessions to explain how 

your congregation can participate in this historic evangelistic outreach. The goal is to train "Matthews" - people in your 

congregation who open up their homes as a means of sharing Christ with others - following the example of Jesus' disciple. 

Dates, locations, and information available  download a PDF  The sessions are free, but an RSVP is helpful to prepare 

each meeting. To RSVP call 1-877-769-4673 or go to www.myhopewithbillygraham.org.  Questions: contact Jeff 

Anderson, janderson@bgea.org, 704-953-0725. 

 

Retreat Center 
Last week, for my annual prayer-and-planning retreat, I discovered Oak Forest Center, a retreat lodge in the woods of 

northeastern Wisconsin, operated by Camp Forest Springs.  It has hotel-quality rooms, a variety of meeting spaces, a huge 

commercial kitchen, peaceful, wooded grounds with grassy spaces and a pond, a solid Biblical philosophy of ministry, 

and generous financial provisions for pastoral retreats.  It's a fine facility for getaways ranging from one person to more 

than a hundred.  If you're looking for a retreat location for yourself, you and your spouse, a leaders' retreat, or some other 

group, consider www.oakforestcenter.org. --Dave Linde 

 

Miscellaneous 

Senior Pastor Updates 
 Maple Grove EFC has called Jon Platek as their new senior pastor to begin in September. Current senior pastor, 

Russ Berg is transitioning to work in marriage and family therapy. 

 EFC of Mankato has just called Greg Spencer as their new senior pastor to begin this fall. 
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